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it it 'a cirJaln though a firangt truthy that irt pelitict all 
prixcifUi that are fpeculalivdy rights are pradicallj 
wrang ; the reafon eftobkh is,' that they procked en afttp- 
fafittan^ that men aSt raihnalij \ -which being hjmmeaHi 
true, all that it built en Jo fa^e afeundationy «n taper' • 
rimenti fallt t» the grcunJt 
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An ABSTRACT of the 

"Exampie of France a Warmng to Britain, 

Addrefled Particularly -to Farmers and the Labouring 
Poor. 



jil/o in the Prefs, and Jpeedily •will be publijbed, 

IN TWO cyjARTQ VOLUMES, 

A SECpNp EDITION, with many Additions 
and Iraprovemenrs, of 

TRAVELS 

THROUGH 

FRANCE, and Part of SPAIN 
and ITALY: 



The Years 1787, 1788, and 1789. 
By the Aijthor of thi^ Pamphlet. 

Confinjie fublijbitig, in Monthly Numbers, 
ANNALS OF AGRICULTURE. 

>3> In No. no, is a Sermon on the Death of the King 
of France, by the Aot"or «f this Pamphlet, 
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TUB' 
EXAMPLE OF FRANCE 

* 

WARNING TO BRITAIN. 



THE wriKrs who Kave publiflied their fenti- 
ments on die events which havft paflftd in 
France lince the RerolutioA, have been to larifli 
of argument, fo exuberant in theo^y, that they 
feem to have relied for fuccefs with theit' readers, 
not fo much on force of fads, as oa ingenuity in 
wfcaving curious webs of itafoning. We have had, 
on the otie hand, panegyrics od Gallic freedom, 
widi enthufiaftic calls to ptirfue the farlrie fyftem in 
order to arrive at the fame ha^^iQefs i oil the other 
hand, every circumftance of the Rcvolutiott, froai 
the original wilh for liberty, has been condemned 
and fauriaed with more wit thaa truth. To plain 
men thcfe writers fecm eqiially removed from that 
B exami- 
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examination, whic^ ^Uendiag folcly tt> tt£tSf and. 
their immediate and more remote confequcnces, 
is not apt to trull to the cunning of at^mentj but 
looks on every fide for the mote Ic^id fupp6rt of 
experiment. 

I am inclined to think the ^^plicatlon of theory 
to matters of government, a furpriling imbecility 
in the human mind i for men to be ready to tnift 
to reafoQ ia ipquiriesi ^«Fe experiment -is -equally- ' 
at hand for thcirgiudc, has been pronounced, by 
various great authorities, to be, in every other fci- 
cncCj the groffeft folly — why the obfervation Ihould 
r«[ equally extend to the itience of legiflation, 
wiil not eaUIy appear. 



My pcrfpnal purfuu, for a, long feries of ycats, 
has confirmed me in the habit of experimental in- 
quiry:, i have obfenied on fo inaDy oqcsCoBS the 
feliacy of reafoning, evea when exerted/with great 
force of talents, that I am api^ whenerer fefls arc 
00^ clearly difcerned, to qaeftbn rather than to de- 
cide to doubt much more readily than to pro- 
aou;icei and to value the citation of one new cx< 
perimented cafe in pointy more than an hundted 
brilliant declamations.- Havi^ reHded a good 
4eal in France during the progrefs -of the Rcvolu- 
lion, to which I w^s,fbrfometimc,a warm friendi 
having palJed through erery province of the king- 
damt, 
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.dorll; otamtned aU hw prindpal*mS1iiifaAiiH*||' 
gMied much inftruStoni relative 'to the itatfc'o^ 
her oMntnerce, and ai^ndt^ rtiimitd^y^iht: fitu-* 
atton of her people, it was natural-ftr mei on ifty" 
return to England, to confuh with atiaition the 
legiflativcaiftsof thenew government; and to pro- 
cure, by cortefpondence and cotirirfationj ^with 
peifens on whom I could depend, 'fu<*h' inteUT* 
gence as was neceflary to enable me to fat'i^ nf^ 
cwibfity concetnihg'thfe riefult ofthfe nk* fingulal* 
Revolbdon recorded in thc-annalalif riiankind. X 
^hoiild confider myfcif as a bad f^tfl ttf Britain^ 
iClr^&B not'uit^very endeavour- to render th« 
knoi^fedgc^ thus acqbifcdj of ufeco my country*^ 
men } and it is foldy with thir view tTiat I now' 
throi*i(Ogethcr * fev feort efkys, infet-tdi origin- 
aHy in the Annals of Agriculture, Tbnic^hat irti- 
proved 'io, form> and nHth ftich' additions as thtf 
eraitsbf die period iffOTd/ ■' • 

^t in attemptiHg'to give eicprdfionS adequate 
tO' die indignatiofv eVery one mufrftel at the hor- 
rible events now paffing in France, 1 am fcnflble 
that I may be reproached with changing my poli- 
fics, my " principles," aj it has been called.-^ 
My principles I cmaihiy have not changed, be- 
caufc if there be one principle more predomiiian^ 
than another in my polirics, it is the ^rmiflg of 
ib^Mgf. I have been too long a farmer to be go-" 
B a vcrncd 
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vernfd by anything but eyenufi I have a confti- 
tutional abhorrence of ; theoiy, of all truftini^- 
flra& rcafoningj and confequently I have arcKance 
ipcrely on cj^rjencc, in other wordsj on .events, 
the only principle worthy of an experimenter. 

, The circumftance of there being men who hav- 
ing been friends to the Revolution before the loth 
«f Auguft, yet continue friends to it> proves clearly 
one of two thingsjthat they art either republican, 
and therefore approved of the -Revolution before 
the loth of Auguft merely as a ftep.to the aift of 
January, thinking, with Dr. Prieftley, ihe Revolu- 
tion of the lotktucefaty and happy;— or, that they 
have changed ihejr princ^les. The Revolution 
before the loth of Auguft, was as different -from 
the Revolutt(»i after that day as light from dark- 
nd9;.as clearly diftia£t in principle and pt'adice 
as liberty and flavery; for the fame nsan to ap- 
prove therefore of both, he muft either be uncan- 
did or changeable ; uncandid in his approbation 
before that period — changeable in his approbation 
after it. How little reafon therefore for reproach- 
ing me with fentiments contrary to thofe I pub-- 
lilhed before the loth of Auguft ! 1 am not 
changeable, ^ut fteady and conTiftent^ the fame 
principles which directed me to approve the Re- 
volution in its conutiencement (the principles of 
real liberty), .led me to deleft it after the loth of 
Auguft, 
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' AugufL The reproach of changeablenefs, ixjome- 
thing worje, belongs entirely to thofc who did not 
then change their opinion, but approve the repuhlU, 
as they had approved the limifed monarchy. Upon 
the fure ground of experiment, it fhall be my bu- 
finefs, in the enfuing pi^;es> to bring to the rea- 
der's notice fome fafts, proper to explain— 

First, the real ftatc of France: and, 
StcoNDLY, the caufes of her evils; and I fhall 
then, apply he^ example to the landed, rflonied, 
commercial, and labouring intercfts of thcfe 
kingdoms. 



PRESENT STATE of FRANCE, 

THE fa^ which will beft e^lain this, con- 
cern — I. Government, a. Perfoiial Uberty. 3. 
Security of Property. 

Government. 

In all difcuffions relative to the new fyftem df 
confUtution or government in France, it is necef- 
lory, firft, to inquire, whedier they have any other 
fyftem than that of anarchy. The circumfiances, 
to which I fhall allude, undVery ftrongty to prove 
that the Jacobin clubs, the general councils of the 
commons, and the nominal legiflative convention, 
B 3 appear 
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ji^pear (o toy^ivldc the fupremc power among 
.jheeij whiic.thc. mob, xixnafiaii, call it which you 
pleafe,. ad ib indcpendefldy of all three, that, 
JO compliment the rcfult with tne term government^ 
would. be cculyjidicukuis, T,o talk cf the Rights 
of Man, or any other dcclarfitions or laws of the 
Confti.tuent Afleiijbly, is. perfcftly bcfide aM pre- 
fcnt queftibns ; the Heptarchy is not more out of 
date. — But let us exanine fadls, .^ fepprtcd by 
-Jacobiq authprity. 

The freedom of eleftions fcems to be curioufly 
ftitended to.— — Refolution gf the Jacobin club of 
September 13, fent to all the clubs of the kingdom ; 
— " Let us not lofe a fingje moment to prevent, 
ty firm-mcafgres, the 'danger- of feeing thefe new 
legiflators oppofe, with impunity, the fovereign 
will of theuaition. 'Let us be infpired with the 
fpirit of the eleftoral body of Paris, whofe decrees 
,cxprefs, thai a Jcrutiny pall be made of ihe' Na- 
tional Convention, for the purfofe of expelling from 
its bojom fucb Jujpeiied members as may, in their no- 
\pimMi«n, have tjcaped the fagacity of the primary 
^Jfemklieh" J^flit. Slate, No, 6. p. 449.) What ' 
a beautiful l^on is this to the men whp complain 
.«f fjitr Fepc^entation in England, and wilh it re- 
ibrafied. — Here, is a ddiciows reform, and at the 
fcahds of republicans I The world, probably, nc- 
jti ponwyicd p propf of more determined «onfu- 
fionj 
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■fion} this is tnily a d^tfi '/ ongrcby, For'nfcm- 
\Kn to be dcAcd to the Convention, under tlie 
controul o( the commons of Paris, whether they 
' fluU talce their feat or not, is curious, and ought 
to gire us the cleareft conridion, that the Jaco- 
bins wsnt no Duke of Brpnfwick to be the avenger 

■ of the crimes of Paris. None can- be fuch adepts 
in national mifery, fuch founders of nauonal hiin, 
as the people themfelres, whofe exertions are. 
with fingular ingenuity, forming a. fyficm> Iti 
which regulation ifaall produce diforicr, and de- 

. crces blood. That the people defiga to legiflate 
perfqnally for thcmfelvcs, cannot be doubted ; they 

'~aKaa the Convention to have no power, but a}i 
toitiative to prepc/e to the Sover^;n, who will X' 
ecpt or rejcft by the oi^ti of clubs. 

h i& cafy to gqefi at the obedience paid t6 'a 
' . Ibrercign body whole election is thus refpe£te(i : 
the Convouion decreed, that all tleSdom ihouTd 
:bc-made by ballot: this was diredly dtfobeyed tfy 
, Paris. *' Of twenty-five Sefiions," fyyt Barbarout, 
-Oft. 30, '* Aat have retiuiied an account of the 
cleftion ' of' a mayor, eighteen have violated that 
law ; and the feftion of the Pamheon has propofcMl, 
fhould their prefident be called to the bar, to at- 
.tGidhJmvTKd." ' '' 

8 4 . . ■ iOftobtr 
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October $tli> & deputation from that c'ltj, thus 
Ipetk at the bar, demanding the l^edy trial of the 
King. " The men of the loth of Auguft will 
never fu£Fer,-that thofe they have invcfted widi 
jheir confidence ihall delpile for an ioftant the fo- 
verngnty of the pcoplei courage is the virtue of 
a free people j and we will not depart froni the 
principle, that if it is juft to obey laws, it is juft 
^fo to rcfift defpots, under whatever mafque they 
may conceal themrelves : we think it for our inte- 
reft to make our elections viva voce (a haute 
veix)." The minifter of the interior is forced to 
write the fame day to the Convention, " I pra/ 
jKHi to' take meafures to prevent being null and 
wthout effeA all the demands and requilitions 
which I daily n»ke> i\i the name of the law« 
to the commons of Paris." The minifter, in the ■ 
nanK of the Convention, applied for law; but 
found the commons of Paris ftronger tfian both, 
*• I have feen," fays Cambon, Sept. 25th, ** thefe 
commons rob the national edifices of all their moft 
predous effe&s, without the leaft regifter or note; 
9Bd when we decreed diat thefe tBtBts fhouM be 
earried to the narional treafure, that decree re- 
mained mthout execution." 

" The council general of rfic commons of Pa- 

jiB." fays Barrere, Nov. lOth, " has fought to de- 

Jirc&i bjr every poffible methodj the national repre- 

^tnion. 
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fentadon. The JegilUtive body Caii, that tha 
germ of new rtvdutims ought te dij^^t^tr^ and the 
next day ic was obliged to witkdraw its decree, ft 
faid alfo, that the gates of Paris ought to htpened, 
that every man-might travtl freely through the intt- 
rior of the empire i but the council general ordered 
then:i to be fliut. The leg^flaturc decreed, that s» 
mere pajfporti Jhould he neeejfary. The council ge- 
neral dire^y ordered that none Hiould ftir without 
a paOpOTt*." The confticotional dignity of the 
. National Aflembly," fiys Paine, " cannot debafc 
itfelf." Paris is the beft judge of the debafemenc 
of that aflembly. 

That the municipalidca are in a ftate of real 
Anarchy, appears clearly from different bodies 
afliiniing the fame power j while the municipalities 
of Paris were donanding one Turn of the Con- 
vention, le communi froprement dite, or ninety-Ex 
cbnuniflioners of feftions were demanding another, 
which induced Keriunt to excldm— 7n what emar- 
ehy it our adminifiration plunged. Ought there to 
h« two bodies »f reprefentatives of the eemmons of 
■ Paris? the law prdbibits f/f. This is curious; 
a legal veftry meets in the church, and is oppofed 
by anothCT in an alehoufe kitchen, who term 
themfelves the Teftry, proper^ called; and one 
having a tafte of [wblic plunder, the other petidon 
alfo for the fame thing J fuch are the bo^es that 

• Mcniicur, Oa, it. t ^i^' 
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^cize:A^ .divii^eK MJt(i«f :lii<!; epithets of -CQngfa^ 
tioi^>-»(}iniivftrad(M))'.tod.^ei the.tftates and pro- 
perty of .WWgraAts-- . .. 

The conjroifiiofl^rs of rfie fcdions of Paris, at 
the bar of ifec CopvciuiflJv (wjlly Jt in thefc ^ms : 
" The linw pr?ffe8 — the ftorm forms itfcIf/'-r.- 
Thus overturning the goveriuncnt diat had been 
' formed oi> (he Rights of Man, which, inltead of 
yielding peace and tranqyillity, produced ftonns 
-only, the, eternal pf<wju£ls. of fuch Revolutions; 
and the. blood that b9d t^fo fo Uvifblv fpilled for 
the puiiHc repo/e, afforded fo little, tbac ^ mi- 
nifter RoUand, writing to the commons of Paris, 
fays; / hofr ef nothing k»t fon/piraciti, «nd prt- 
^eBs of ■ mtrder, , a)i4 yj^*i(wfl*. Tbf wicked 
^reached yf^rday-, at tkf Jfimf mowni, iff ttifferent 
.parts ef Parif> pfllagt, s»4 tiffim'tm f. And being 
ordered by the Convention to report the ftate of 
Paris, his otpreffion is, f_ke, admint0rative bedieiy 
isitbout powers; the (Offfmnx dej^ptia the ptitpie 
. 4ecei-^ed i—:fHcb is ^arif-^X Byi .deceived awi 
jgnprant ss th^ ly^e, they thought the'ir Hgi^t 
fufficiept to inftru.&'jhe fiotninal legiflaturei ss 
Marat apd bis ga^g-Wfre ^^ily detJpringj .that cut- 
ting of7 heads ^^s the genuisf ^tvpi^^tfH ef^a 
ftepity and deijouncing fo many swniixrs pf the 
Conventipn.in ^^ Jacobin iclubG,Jt :nd« debated, In 

' MwKteur, Nm. J. - ■ - :tNov<i. J Oft. joi- '■ 

... the 
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rfhe CooveiuSon» whether i- ^uafd ^ovght cm to be 
jdrawn from fill the eigbt/'Cbree dqiartmeots. On 
i^i^ projeftt the c(>inmifliopfti« of the forty-icighc 
.JeAioos of- Paris thw fpealt (Oift. 19) to the Con.- 
ventiao ; " J*i:oi;ie9 of ^e. fovftreign I Yon fee 
-befofjf yoy.. die deputies of tbe.ie£tiotu cf Paris. 
Tbey ?oxi\e to make you undctfiuid occrnaJ truths, 
-1^0 werds^-JbjK thin£s! It isprapofocl to plaoc 
you on a levcl.with tyrants— to furround you widi 
ji diftiii£t guard. The &dkins of Paris veighing 
the priu^ples on which the fovcKigtity of the peo- 
,ple refideGt declare to you that Chia prc^o^t is 
pd^us vtd danscrou;9. We .wiU attack in -^n; 
fuch a principle, Wh^t «ud(KUCH)faefs» Jto £6njec- 
tjtxe that-ttK ^opk wiU coDfent to itich. « deoucl 
What! they prppofet* yoBConfticutioiBildecreci, 
before the cxiftcuce of the conftitwionl. Wait till 
the law exifts ; and the people have fanftioned it, 
'P;tris has.rnaijf : the Revoiution. ' Paris h^ given 
■ Jjbcrty to tlie. r«ft of Franc*. jPofis *mwj ivw to 
mfiivt^m if*," 

Hei£ Paris expu&lydeduestotfaeConv£ntioiii 

.that -.thtir.:f!lccrees were wafte{)^Htr, till tiie people 
lAndion- tWo : fuch is pctfonitli^^utfentatiuoi vn 
aflembly js fo. ele£bed> utd the pct^le no fponcr 
poflcfs fi»ch reprcfenutivcs, than, intoxicated with 
powyr^ they declare their deputies' things of ftraw, 

• i^onit. Oft. *i, 

and 
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and their decrees nuUj tilt ianfttoncd by the people 
themfelvcs! What' a leflbn ! to the friends of re- 
form! In all the public flactSf iays Louvet*, at 
the Thuilleriejj in the Palais de la Revolution, and 
^ewbere, you bear tbem freath tonttnually in/ur- 
TtSien againfi the Natitnal Conventitn. The de- 
pities of the department of I^ire, tclf the Con- 
vention ai the bar^ Tour Jcandalons debates are 
iatwa in every eenter «/ Frame. I'be affli^ed 
feoplefint you to make laws, andyeu kfteia not borv 
to make a regulation ; tbeyjentyou to render Franee 
rtffeSed, and you know not bow to reffeS your- 
Jelvei ; theyjtni you to eJlahHJb liberty, and you have 
mot known bow to maintain yoar own. Tou tremble 
iefore tbefe tribunes ■{■. " The nation is tired of 
beholding perfidious reprcfentattves," fay Uk forty- 
et^ ie^ions of Pans at the bar :^. 

^be National Convention, fays Marat himfelf, of- 
fers the mofi a_03ing and/candalousJ^eSlacle. Could 
an Ameritan Javage be brought into it, he would he- 
lieve the French legijlators an ajembly of madmen and 
fufies. Unworthy men i Ttu are without knewUdge, 
virtuii patriotifin, or Jbame j and are led by a band 
«f vile wicked ra/cals, devoted to ambitim, and trm~ 
hling left their (times Jbeuld be revealed %. 



I ytmut it Marat, Ju i«. 



Paine 
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Paiae is of an opinion dircftly contraiy, **:^Kf 
^r^g not from the filtJi of rottch boroughs — tbejr 
skbiUc in the, Ungliage of gentlemen— thrir dig* 
oky is fcrene — they prefcrvc the right angled cha^ 
rader of man." We well -khow. vhat'diorlan-' 
g:uage isi and if a nght angled chari£lerpioduers 
rig^t angled actions, we knov'it'hat.thoie arc alfo. 
For the fcrenity of their dignity!!! — -It Jsa&L&b- 
jcA for mirth, but not for argument. Such is the 
conllitu6on eftablilhed by men, whom Mr. Chri^ 
calls *' Patriots, whom Athens would have adored, 
and of whom Rome was not worthy." 

// is high time for us to incvr, fays Czaiboa, 
that the Convention is ahjohtely defpijed*, jU- 
^rchyt faid Baureref, is at- its zenith: and Bar- 
baroux{> Jnarthj reigns around us, and ^e have 
done nothing to reprejs it. Theft who prvpake t» 
murder are yet triumphant. Anar£hy is the to]^ 
efall our evils! fsys the PazsrOENT of the CoR' 
VENTiOH to the deputation for the department of 
Indre and Loire 'i. The minifter of the interior 
to riie Committee of general fafety ; every dt^, for 
a month fafi, ibey have talked of renewing the pn-^ 
Jcriptims; I have, far many days, received and laid 
before ym a^urances ofprojeBs ofmajacre and mur- 
der, fuUidy preacbed%. 

• Monit. Dec- »j, 1791. t Ofl- Jo. I ^"l* 

g DKcmbn 4. ^ jtn^trj i*. 

Theft 



Uigliz^dUvGoOglc 



i u ) 

- Thde afe the accounts and the words of th« 
meikibers of the Convention bpeiil/ delivered ; bu# 
-we'hsvea reformer in'EngUnd, wKo chara£teri2«8> , 
the' French government with the efsthcts of-i-J 
*-' the.ereft mien -and heavenly dignity of a^eft-^ 
dte-fah' and enchantiog form — the vifion fo dl^-i- 
lightfuK" — It is whimQcal enoughj thit vM\t tfiB 
French find their government a mere anarchy <rf 
murderers and - banditti, our -EngUtU' rtformcrS" 
&ould' >icliiieate.'ir as the peculiar difpenfationof 
R-ovidcnce fhowering bleffings on mankind. ThaP 
■while th« aditiiniftrators of the department of Cal- 
vados, tcil the Convention, that Paris ;s the focus 
ef-.mjitrreliion, vp/geante, and frDjcriptisn : ibaf in- 
nocent Mood has flowed, that villains tpho are the 
detefiation of the natwt,'and wiU'h the spprobriUia 
^fefterity^ ftiil calmlate, in crtputuU ftlenee, thf 
Ufe and death of citizens^, an Engl^man can b* 
found to declare fuch a.governmencfQ beneficent, 
that he can refer it only to the firft grew caufc 
qfalUt ■ 

*' It is not among the leaft of the eviU of th<f 
prefcnt exifting governments in all parts of Eu-" 
tope, that man, confidered as man, is thrown b^ck 
to a vaft diftance from his Maker, and the arti- 
ficial chain filled up by a fuceeflion of barriers, of- 
• Mbnic. oa. »o. 

+ M»jor Cartwrightto the Duke of Newcaftle. . 

■. , . fort 
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foit brrtgnaplkel gates; lUson^' -Rhu^'hedbos tf 
paA, I inUquatrMrrBot^'s catalogue of bar- 
titTS, tbat he. has. let Dp becween man and his . 
Maker;: par. 46 Gad-mmi to tings*— rf^^^mr 
to.pjvlijanaitst^r/a/ytb'niagiftrates' — revtrena ta 
priefts — TeJfeEt to nobility.!'. One needs not put 
the name of Paine to this j he has a lingular fc- 
Ijctty in 'poduciag IsDtihieats' on iiAifbf events 
fiwm th« . J'ight ConmssMr; :Hcre, ftw inflauioe, he 
iJdictdes. Mr. Btirke, fi» loptt^ntiBg thde viitued 
4s a niKefilrj- ^nbuDc rchdciEcd by inah.-ti>.h)3 .Crea- 
tOTi bucjekem^cr's. pt}^i^,hai¥e becnu&o.adroie 
and tOfiTCxa&nt rcdiicihg the theory, of ihis doc- 
trine td ,^3i9uce; fcr ihcir actions have fliewn^ 
that htri ire arc to feet rf« prindple thai was .the 
guide. 0$ Fiance 1 TbefeJ touip^eo- gates' of ^rar^ 
awe, agcaion>4oty, pcvbicnflei andctfpe^, ■which 
he ftigfhatizs' as the attendants of theold ^venavi 
ottno,. moft certaiqljr.' a*« riot to be. foimd in the 
dew Cylicm.of Franoe. -Her people have proved 
too cjeafly, to admit a doubt, that to their, ma- 
gtfifatea they pay no dutj^ and to their priefts no 
CQve^eAce. . Hillings^ threats, and bullying, t%~ 
prefsl!h<:ir.jiQe^iQn for. parliaments. They aiur- 
dered their king, inftead of having him in awe? 
and Uafi^emed their God inftead of fearing him. 
7hofe turiipike-gaces are levelled without the readv 
ing of one riot-aft j Rights of Man proclaimed the 
work, frenohmcn wiJl pay toll no Ibnger-^they 
have 
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have not wherewithal!— the coin of affij&ioB, dutyj 
and rcverchce, is cuitent no it>Bgcr»^thcy have pa- 
per ib their purfcs^ and in their hearts you ^11 find 
terror, hatred* difobediencej and gik. You mighu 
as well aflt at your barrier ^r a louu d'oTj as for 
jufUcc, mercy* or truth. 

: I^rom luch a polluted fountain* it is eafy'to ft^- 
pofe what ftreams muft flow ; and that all parts of 
France have been fcenes eidier of infarreftion, of 
plunder, or of blood i the inftanccs o( MaHeilles, 
Lyons, Avignon, Aries, Rouen, Caen, Bourdeaux* 
Nancy, Ufle, and a long lift of odier cities, are 
notorious: it may not be fo generally known, 
that at Charlevitle the colonel commandant was 
murdered*. That at Crefley all was riot and 
violence t- That at Camlaay the4ieutenant colo- 
nel Befombre was murdered by the Gens d'araies* 
and captain Logros' head was on a -bayonettc j:< 
That the rebellion of Poitou was of 10,000 1, and 
that of Chartres double. More lingular than thefc 
is the cafe of D'Hote, who being condemned to 
the ftocks only for four hours, by the jury dtjugt" 
menty for crimes that merited an hundred deaths, 
being expofed on the Place de GrSve, demanded 
of the populace, liberty or death; the mob, in fpite 
of the Gens d'amies, mounted the fcaffold. Cut 

■ Monit. s^. 4. t oa. 17. t oa. 10. 1 oft. 15. 
the 
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the cords of the criminal, and carried him off in 
triumph. Whent fays the editor of the Moniteur, 
reporting it, mil the people feel the ntctffity of re- 
•/peHing the laws?* 

' Marat will not be fulpefted of a want of that 
ftaunch republicanifnn and Jacobin ardour, which 
is mclined to admit no more evils in the new go- 
vernment, than are really to be found in it. What 
is his account ? Cmfider the aEtualJtate tf France -, 
the profound mi/ery in which the people languifii the 
enormous dilapidations of the public fortune-, the ra- 
pid exhaufiian of its lafl re/eurces ; cor^der the mo- 
nepolies, thefts, maffacres, rapine, and dtfordtf of 
everj ffecitSy which defolate the kingdom. Never 
vfas the miferj of the people fo, ruinous; never was 
anarchy, carried to fuch exeefs ; never was tyranny 
/9 devouring; never was there Juch a contempt of 
UwUl-f 

" No queftion has ariien within the records of 
hiftory that prcfled with the importance of the 
prefcnt. It is whether univcrfal civilization ihall 
take place? Whether robbery ihall be baniflied 
from courts, and wretchedncfs from countries ?" 
Paine. Vary the words a little, and you will ap- 
proach the truth — It is whether univcrfal rapine 
ihall invade i whether robbery fhall be fan£tioned 

* Ofl. ij. ■f yaumatJe Mara/, Man i- 

C by 
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by conventions; and" nations become the prey of 
reprefentativc banditti? 

What multiplied proofs of that faft, that with- 
out a King, and fome body between the King and 
tie people, where there is an indigent poor, all 
falls to confufion. The Jacobin Rabbeau once 
knew this: — " Dans un grand empire il faut abfo- 
himient des hommcs dccores, fans quoi I'etat 
tombera dans une vafte popularite, dans une ina- 
menfe democratic, qui doit finir par I'anarchic, 
ou par le defpotifme felon que le prince ou le peu- 
plc fcront I'un ou I'autre, le plus fort*." 

'the NatioHj fays Paine, not Parliament Jhould 
reform abufes : the idea vf vitiated bodies reforming 
them/elves is a paradox. Exaftly in proportion 
then to a nation interfering and taking the remedy 
of abufes into its own hands Ihould be the effeft in 
wiping them out. Apply to France for a com- 
mentary on this text. - Has it been fo ? As Jbe 
advanced in reform^ did abufes difappear? Never 
was dodrine fo belied by events as the dbdrine of 
tliis great politician. 

The event of the French conflitutlon, as it ap- 
pears in the government of the Convention, is 

• Confidtratkiii fur la Interdi du Tttri Etgt, Par Rabbeau St. 
Stienne. i7St. ad edit, P, 6^1, , 

probably 
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' probably difi complete tyranny that ever was in 
the world. That Aflembly have united in one 
body the legiflative, executive, and judiciary 
powers; and they have done this in dire£t confe-* . 
quence of .the principle, that all power originates 
from, the peoplcj which, by a very fmall extenfioni 
' becomes the maxim that no power fliould cxift in- 
clcpendent of the people. If any perfon doubts 
the fad, let him conCder the eternal appointment 
and difpatch of commiiTioners to the armies and 
the departments, with the powers thefe deputies 
are. armed with> and the objects of their million ; 
and let him further confider the conllitution of 
that infernal court of juftice or of blood, called the 
revolutionary tribunal *. The majorty of the af- ■ 
fembly were fenfible of the' nature of that tribunal, 
but defended themfelves by the pretence of all ty- 
rants, ancient and moAnUt ftate ntcejfity. Mon- 
tefquleu's expreflion f is good: Tent JeroU ferdu 
when tliefe three powers are united, whether in a fo- 
vereign, in a body of nobility, or of the people. 

* Be Lolme juftly oblcrvei, that if an Aflcmbty hat the [>owe^af 
appoinling judicial comroillioiiers, it is the &nic thing >s cxercijjng 
the judicial power itlelf. , Book ii. chap. 9. 

\ I cannot iivns that great writer, wilhout remuking two ob' 
fervations, ftiongly coiAmcd by the French revolution; one itf 
that if the tegiO^ve body b* always alTeniblcd, the executive cut 
do nothing but defend itfelf. The other, that the moment the ei- 
ecutive magiftratt. can bt ucu&d or Judged, il n'yaOrntfUs dt^ 
lUiru: 

Ca " The 
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" The . executive gmremment," fays Func, 
" is either a political fuperfluity, or a chaos of 
unknown things." It Jhoutd feem thu the Codt 
vention have thought with him, and have there- 
fore affumed the executive power diomfrlvea^ 
diftributing it among their own members, under 
the title of conimiflioncrsi but as they never pro- 
ceed an inch, but under the cloak of *' fraud and 
myftery," they leave the executive council its 
name and falary, wUle they draw tn themfelves 
the power and the funAions. The peof^e are the 
duf^S who arc for ever complaining of tyranny, 
the origin of which they never underiland j but 
thcy fcc the legiflatuKfplit into " parties fcramb- 
ling under leaders^" they feel the evil, but have 
no idea of any other cure than that of i\ix:ix /acred 
duty, of infurreSitfi, which has been fo often ^-' 
peal^ to^ that it is become a part of the confti- 
totion, as all facrcd duties ought to be. Such, 
indignaat reader I is reprefcntative government, 
when real and unreftrainedl Thanks to the ori- 
ginal purity of our conftitution, the monfter here 
has a mn in his jaws. 

" Goremment, byprccedent,"f^*thefame great' 
politician, " isone of die vileft offyftems: it is a 
government hobbling on ftilts and crutches." The 
French feem to work exa^ly accoF^ng to the mode . 
xf his ideas. Fnccd^nt, heaven knows! make no 

■part 



ib-Googlc 



( " ) 

part 4>f their fyftem: it would puzzle lieads more ■ 
aeiite tban FuSj to find in the annals of human de- 
pravity> a precedent for guilt like theirs. Theyda& 
through blood — th4y fly at the objeSs ^ their ra- 
pitie: while in a mere humble courfe, gov«nt- 
mtats, by {decedent, hobble llowly, but furely, 
towards the great Uhd-marks of individual hap{M- 
nefs andnational profpcrity<^f fttlts and cmtches 
have brought us to that goal^ we need not envy 
the fttial Bight or inflanmiabte wings of balkraa 
, philofophers. " Government is but begisning to 
be known." Paine. Indeed! Why then dareft 
tiiou to impofe thy jejune theories, thy felfc coa- 
clufions, thy impudent affertions, for the maturity 
of wifdomi thy froth of novelty, for the diftetes of 
<xpcrience? 

Such is the refult of that.confl:itution} founds 
perfonal reprelentation, which has been boaftcxl 
AS the pride and glory of legidation. Such are 
the efiFe£i:s that form the pnnment on fb mtttty 
hundred books and pamphlet publifbed in praifs 
of 4n edifice ereded on the R)gh» of Man 1-^ 
[And of which we may hy^ wkh truth and modfl- 
xatidn, that it has brought more mifery, poverty, 
devaftation, imprifonment, bloodlhed, and ruin qp 
France, in four years, than the old govamnwnt 
did in a century. Such is. the fyftem that has 
keen contrafted by Paine to the no <A)nftitution of . 
England. ' Every thing wth us, according to 
C 3 hi 11 
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him, has a conftitution except the nation j and if 
we had a conftitution we Ihould be able to pro- 
duce it. The French, on the contrary foniied 
one which they could produce, printed on vellunii 
and bound in morocco; carried by every one in 
his pocket, as the charter of his Rightsj but, un- 
fortunately for theories of government, this great 
effort of Icgiflationi this boaft of French, and 
envy of Engli(h Jacobins j this mafter-piece of the 
metaphyfical art of Abbe Sieyes; this quintef- 
cence of what aught to be, in oppofition to what 
if*i this fine machine pronounced by fo many 
pens immortal: formed on the idea of Paine, 
antecedent to government, and dijiinn from it . 
this capital pfoduAion of Gallic genius, endured 
.fcarcely two years. The freedom it afforded 
was not fufficient for adepts in the Rights of Man i 
the exiftence of a King became offenfivc" to the 
new lights by which they were illuminated: in- 
furreftion was pronounced a facred dutyj — revolt 
followed ;— and the honors that will for ever ftain 
the annals of mankind — the deep damnation that en- 
fued — are written in every heart from which Jaco- 
binifm has not eradicated all traces of feeling and 
humanity. Such has been the pkactice of the 
French Revolution i for its theory, qo to Rights 

• La phTfique nt pent fire que 1* eonnoil&nce At ce qui efi. 
{.'uf pliM bwdi ilcinaD<!e*« jm droit ilri poui l'nlilit£ iw honunct. 
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Perhaps experience will juftify us in affertiiig, 
diat that government is beft which is beft cal- 
culated to fbnd ftill; becaufe the thing wanted 
in government is not aftivity, but repofc; and 
to do nothing is nineteen times in twenty bet- 
ter ■ than readily to do any thing. The vetos 
of different orders, or houfes, therefore muft be 
good, as they are fo many impediments to action. 
No government is fo rcftlefsly aftive as a pure 
democracy, voting in a fingle aflembly ; the mob 
being fatisBed no longer than a torrent of events 
keeps them in breathlefs expcdtation. We fee, 
in the cafe of France, that fuch buftle is the energy 
of ihifchicf, the motion of defpotilm. Their late 
fucceflcs, fo unlooked for and furprifing, made 
them fpeak commonly, in the ftreets of Paris, of 
conquering Europe j (hould farther fuccefs attend 
dicir MTTis, they will infallibly attempt it. The 
ieadere, who owe their importance to the prefent 
hurricane of events, would £nk too low in a calm, 
for fuch men to allow the ftonn t6 lubfide. 

ne authority of future ajmlilies, fays Paine, wili 
h€ t» Upjlate according to tht principles prejcrihed in 
' the cenftitution; and if experience Jhould Jbew, that 
alterations are neceffary, they will not be left to the 
Mfcretimary power of the government: Before his 
book was well circulated, that future government 
puUed down the conftitutibn. He goes on — ^ 
C 4 goventmetf 
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government arijing out of Jocutyt eannet have til 
right of altering it/elf i if it had, it would be arbi-^- 
trary. Here he levels point blank the fyftem he 
wrote five hundred pages to fupport. Then the 
French government IS arbitrary. 

Yet thefe infamies of ab&'aft. and ideal perfec- 
tion are not black enough to deter men from 
boldly, in the full face of government and of day, 
letting their names to fuch fentimcnts as thefe, in 
which the Britllh conilitution and its friends are- 

thus charafterifed : " The mad coupcih »f 

rage and dcfpcration." — " Maimed, mutilated, 
mangled, and wretched condicion."— " Scanty 
fragments, loathfome o^ls, are a)l of freedom . 
ijiat the people of England tafte."— " Mendicants 
fubfifting on crumbs."— " Vifions of flaughtered 
citizens and a pillaged nation."-'—" Happy French- 
men! How long will Engliihmen endure the 
fliatne of feeing their houfe of reprcfentatives a 
fbocking contraft to models lb pure 1"— Not even 
l^ufible conceffien will now, in my humble opinion, 
put the people oIF their guard, and cempramife -wiW 
be received as infult. Their demand is their rights. 
They are takbg their caufe \nto their own hands. 
They vant no patrons ; and their friends wilt be 
their fervants. Their operations are infallible, 
their ftrengdi will foon be invincible."—" Among 
the difcoverJes of thefe pregnant times, it has been 
found 
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fi^wid out, thtt men nny live and thrive widiout 
lords; that the fun will ifaiiu and the dew willde- 
fcend where there are ntnie but equal dtizens to 
partake of thefe bkfEngs; . and that even good 
laws can be made, and juftice well adminiftered, 
without either hcreditarf legiflaton or hdeditary 
iudges* !"— The peof^e of EagliJidt fuhdutd fy 
wTttcbed artiste axJ juggling policy i-^lbtir vitiated 
rights mnd expiring liierty-^(xys Mr. Sheridan f* 
ViSimt ef venal andferfidinu ag9si»Hms—^i 
Mr. Grey;f. 

Would any perfon conceive it pol&Ue, that the 
pafii^;es here colleded, expreffive of die warmeft 
detdUtion> were not applied to France, a* being 
iDoft peculiarly adapted to mark the ftau of Uiat 
kingdom, weltering in its bcft blood, rather than 
to one in ib lingular a ftate of prolpcri^ as Eng- 
land ? When our deftrudtioo is threattned £> 
openly^hen fo clear an explanation is given of 
the REAi. meaning and intentions of the Kfomung 
focieties — and when the operations and ftrength of 
therabMc are fo ibon to' be INVINCIB1£, it 
furely behoves the government of this country to 
aw^n to duiger fo imminent i to menaces fo au- 
dacious j and to a ticentioufneft of publication, 

' Major Cartmight's Letter to the Duke of Newuftle. 

\ DecJaration of tlie friends of the liberty of (he prefs, p> ii> 

JIbid.p.isr , ■ ' . 
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whidi, whatever be the intention, muft, if unre-- 
ftmined, let loofc the dsemons of difcord, the hell 
houods of the mob, to the utter deftrudion of all 
tfaat flaurlflies at prefent in this kingdom. 

But P«nc thinks differently of our no confti- 
ttiuon. — " The country governs itfelf at its own 
expence, by means of magiftrates, juries, feffions, 
and afli2e; — what is called government, is only- 
boundlefs extravagance." This is .one of the falfe 
and flippant remarks of that endlefs prevaricator,, 
who has not fait to fupport him in more than one 
of a thoiHand aflenions. What are nugtftrates 
■without tlie controul of feflions, but tyrants-? 
"What would feflions be without the King's Bench ? 
What would the King's Bench be without a fupe- 
rior? You can fihifh in none of thefc fteps with-i 
out tyranny being the confequence. It is the gra^ 
dation and controul of powers which forms the true 
h^ance.' It is THE CROWN that keeps all 
thefc meaner ftars in their refpcftive orbits : there 
is no fimilar power in France,and therefore all is- 
confufion and tyranny. The admirable utility of 
magillrates, feflions, aflize. Sec, are felt and ad~. 
mitied: — you would have this without a fupreme 
ma^ftrate — that ts, you would have attraction 
without matter, and folar heat without a fun. 

"The 
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" The generality of governments,'* Ays Dr, 
Pricftlcy, " have hitherto been little more than a 
combination of the ftw againft the many ; and to 
the mean paillons ,and low cunning of tliefe few, 
have the grcateft intcrefts of mankind been too 
long facriBced. Whole nations have been deluged 
with blood, and every fource of future prolperity 
has been drained, to gratify the caprices of fome 
of the moft defpicable, or the moft execrable of 
the human fpecies. For what elfe have been the 
generality of kings, their minifters of ftatc, or 
their miftreffes, to whofe wills whole kingdmns 
have been fubjeft ? "What can we fay of thole 
who have hitherto taken the lead in conducing the 
afifairs of nations, but that they have comnraonly 
been either weak or wicked, and fometimes both ? 
Hence the common reproach of all hiftories, that 
they exhibit little more than a view of the vices 
and miferies of mankind. From this time, there- 
fore, we may expert that ic will wear a different 
and more pleafing afpeft *." 

The events which have paffcd fince this paffage 
was written, mu(t make one fmile in reading it. 
It now appears, that the combination of the mat^ 
againfl the/<rw, can alfo deluge a nation in bIood> 
with a cruelty more accufcd, bccaufe unnoxffary 
(o the many: that fources of profpenty can be 

' « Letters to the Right Hon. Edraand Bniie, p. ■44- 
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dralited without minifiers and without miflrelTes ; 
that weaknefs and wickednefs can take the lead 
without kings j and that hiftory will ftiil continue 
to exhibit the vices atld miferies of nunkind. 



Per/enal Security. 
The ftate of France, refpefting the perfonal 
libertyof her citizens, is difpatched Jn few words: 
There is ho such thing: the faift is fo nocori- 
ousj that an' appeal to inliances might by many be 
deemed unneceffary ; there arej however, a few cir- 
cumftances that inerit noting, not to muth to prove 
the violation of this iirft and moft facred duty of 
government, as to fliew that fuch violations have 
been committed on principies; and perpetrated ot 
permitted even' by the legidature itfelf. 

The declaration of the Rights of Man and of 
Citizens fays, no man tan be accujed, arrejiedy or 
detained^ except in cafes determined hy the law, and 
ACCORDING TO THE 'FORMS WHICH 
THE LAW HAS PRESCRIBED. Such is 
the letter : what is the pradice ? On ccwnplaints 
from Niort, againft fome counter-revolutionifts, 
feized by a mob thirftjng for their blood, but who 
wifhed to have, the fiimfey cbak of a femblance of" 
juftice, the National Assembly decreed, that 
all the. criminal, tfibunala of the kingdom fliould 

try. 
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try, without appeal,, all crimes comiratted agalnft 
the Revolutiop *." And, in order to indulge the 
faihe thirft at Paris, which was not, with all its 
murders, fatiated, (hey decreed the removal of the 
criminals, from Orleans to Paris i that is, from the 
legally eftablifhed judicature, where there was a 
chance of juftice, to an iU^at one, where there 
was no fuch chance } and they did this in conle- 
quence of fuch atJdreffes as. thcfc from the dcputa- 
tation of the commons of Paris. It is lime that the 
criminals at Qrl«ans hi transferred to Paris, thert ta 
receive the pui^jbment of tkfir crimes. If you 4« «9t 
agree te this dfmand, we cannot anfwer for .the ven- 
geance of the people. Tom bavt beard us, andy<m 
kn<yw that infurreSiim is ofacrfd 4^ty ! Invited to 
the honours of the meeting ! ! ! The fate of thcfc 
prifoners is known to every one. 

The declaration fays, that no man can hepunifiied 
- hut in virtue of a law efiahUped, and promulgated 
prior te the offence, and legally applied. The ap- 
plication, '* difobediencc" in the colonies, " ftiall 
" be regarded as high trcafuH, and thofc who fhall 
render themfelves guilty fhall be fcnc to France to' 
be tried, according to the rigour of the law." 
The liberty of the prefs was provided. for in the 
declaration. Such the theory. The pradicc was 
filencing all thai were not Jacobin papers, and be- 

• Monit. 3 ill. 
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heading the authors. ' No wonder that, under fucH 
a Jpccies of government, prifons fhould be emptied 
b^ maHacre, and filled again by arbitrary arrefts. 
Sept. i6th, the minifter writes thus to the Af- 
fembly : ** The natural, civil, and political liberty 
(^ the nation is in queltion ; fince the 5th above 
five hundred pcrfons Jiave been arretted, fo that 
the prifons are as full as ever *'; no fatisfaftory 
account is given of the authority 1 they have been 
imprifoned by orders given by the municipality, 
by fedions, by the people, and even by indivi- 
duals : emprifonnees far ordre^ Joit de la munici' 
falitif /$it des Jettons, Joit dtt feupUy SOIT 
MEME D'INDIVIDUSi and the rtafons of 
very few of thefc orders are given." 

The Icgiflature thus informed of the abufc, may 
be prcfumed to be on the wing to remedy it. The 
progrefs of the bufincfs is curious ; — Oft. 8. De- 
cree — " The National Convention decrees, that 
citizens detained in houfcs, which are neither pri~ 
fons nor houfes of arreft, ihall be removed, within 
fifteen days, into legal prifons j after which time 
every citizen, againfl: whom there appears neither 
warrant of arreft, nor decree of accufation, ftiall be 
fet at liberty |." ■ If any doubts, could remain of 

* CoDtiaft this with tBe seveh priTonin (Four' of them not 
fiat ones), the whole number found in the Baftile when forced 
bjr Ae mob ! I ! 

t Monit.^ Oa. J. 
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Ijie real tyranny under which France groM;i9j fud* 
E decree would be fufEcient to remove them: — 
the fa£t of citizens being thus ill^alty confined, 
without warrant, and not in legal prifons, is here 
admitted i and men SO treated may be kept, 
fifteeen days longer before they are fet free 1 Sept, 
i6, the Convention receive the notice officiallyj , 
and OS. 8, they decree a power of arbitrary irn^ 
prifonment fifteen days longer! ! — Nor does it 
end here ; for, Nov. 1 1 , complaint b heard in the ■ 
Aflcmbly, that no. report is made cmcendng the ~ 
prifeners*i and it merits great attention, diu 
during this long period of the imprilbnnient of To . 
Ijaany unhappy people. Parts was inceHantly coa- 
vulfed i and every day brought reafon to expcd, , 
that imprifenment and (laugher would pro'TO fyno- 
nymous rerms. To imprifon whom they pleafed 
en fufpicion, as a method of taking o(F thofc they 
dared not, or could not publickly accufe, was a 
convenient mode of tyranny, not unworthy of the 
wretch, a member of thtyr Pandemoniym, who, 
fpeaking to the queftion of trying the unhappy- 
King, affigned him to torments in the hearing of 
thofe tribunes, who might foon be the executioners 
of his bloody wifties. Moriffottt " the firft and 
moft natural of all my affediions would be, to lee 
that languinary monfter (Louis XVI.) expiate his 
guilt by the moft cruel torments t =" — and another 

• Nov, ij. t Monit. Nov. 14. 
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fGmebm, Dec. 12) fays^ Kings will fa/s eaofi 
but the decleratio» of rights and pikes will neva^ 
fafs away. Here let the tyrata bear bis etudun- 
Motion. Deputarion of the Seftion of Gardes Fran- 
toifiis, " The SeSien of Luxtmiurg bos Jwm t» 
femard Louis XVI. ifyatdo not andemn hisnf 
ferifit on a Jeaffildi vx were imnttd f aeeedt t§ 
it*," As if the declaration of rights were not 
Uid in the dull, when fuch language could be 
^ken of a prifoner unheard i and 3amd&,Mnami-- 
mcus and reiierattd apflatffes I The appJaufes of 
th(^e whofe pikes were ready. Pf^t need is then 
that the Revolutionary trihmnt Jbould fland upon 
formalities ? If it bos no ma^riaifrwfs it ought t» 
deem froiabilitiesfkJ^eitHt, Julien. 

In the full face of fuch suthentic fa6:s, given 
00 the authority of theirown minifters and friends* 
weread, in the Political State ofEnropet printed 
by Jordan, and written by Faine and Co. No. 6. 
p. 435, ^^ '^^ P^ ^ refped is paid to the facred 
prefervation of property, and &at the laws are «« 
where fo univerfally refpeSed and ob^edl ! ! What 
will not Jacobin impudence reach ! 

.The infamous Marat, deeper in the blood of the 
ad of September than any other pcr&n, except 
perhaps Petion, feeks to prove it the ad, not of 
a few, but of the people. Js to the maffacres of 

• Dee. I). 
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the -id and ^d of Septembert it is an atrodiy to rt' 
prefent tbem as the toerk of a gang ef brigands. If 
_/ff, the j4Jfembly, the Minijler ef the Interiprj and 
tbi JWJj'tfr of Paris, were the culpables -, and nothing 
in the world can wajb tbem clean from the crime of 
not having prevented ajfafftnations that lafied three 
dsss i hut they will douhtlefsfay, it was impefftbUt 
hung equally the aSt of the national guards ^ the fc' 
derates, and the people. Petion refied tranquil at 
iaile, With Briffet and bis friendSi and difdained to 
quit the petrty even for receiving the commiffioners 
Jent by the Affembly^ to charge him to flop tbofe ex- 



Sucli has beeh the attention to pcrfonal liberty, 
under the reign of philofophers, eftablilhcd on the 
ruins of the mildefl: and moft benignant govern- 
ment in Europe, our own only excepted j a go- 
vernment crueMy libelled in the cKarailer given by 
one of our reforming orators, who thus dcfcribea 
it; " a fpecics of government that trampled on 
the property, the liberty, and the lives of its fub- 
je£ts; that dealt in extortions, dungeons, and tor- 
tures: and that prepared, beforehand, a day of 
fenguinary vengeance f." Expreffions fo fingu- 
larly applicable to the fabric erefted by the Re- 
volution, that one can with difficulty believe Tt 
poffible diat they were meant for any other. 

• yettrnal Jt Marat, No. 105. 
t Mr- Sheridan'! Epewh. 
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Security sf Pr.epsrty, • . . 

I F I had not heard Jacobio converration In 
England, there would have been little pcpGon fi?r 
this paragraph -, to a reader that refleiftg, it muil at 
once be apparent that where there is no. jierfQij^l 
freedom, there can be no fecure property : It 
would' be an infult to common fenfe t^ ^^{i^fe? 
that a tyrannical mob woul^ refpeft the pfopcrt)f 
of thofe whofe throats they .cut: arbltrvy. impri- 
fonment and rpafiacre mufl: ^e inevitably followed 
iiy difeft attacks on property. ' Contrary however 
to thefe plain deduftions of common fenfe, it has 
been repeatedly aflerted, that t.he government of 
Prance has done nothing in violation of (he righ^ 
of ftroperty, except with relation to emigrants, who 
were confidered as guilty for the aft pf flyiflg X 
but is it not palpable, tt^t filling prifons on fufT 
pFcion,' by arbitrary comrnitments, and emptying 
them by maffacre — that the perpetual diti pf pil- 
lage and affalfination — are ctjlculated to fill nO€« 
with alarm and terror — and ^o drive them to fly 
not through guilt, bpt horror ? By your murders 
you drive them away^ and then pronauncingthetn 
emigrants, confifcate their eftates ! And this i> 
called the fecurity of property. The cry of ariftpV 
crate or traitor is follcfwed by immediate impr^fl.- 
m«nc or death, and has been found an eafy way <rf" 
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pii^Mg debts. Up^ my inquiring <>f a cbrr6* 
ifefidtnt what was become of a gentlanan I had 
known at Paris, the anfwer -was, that he was met 
ia die-ftreet by a perfon cdnfiderably in his debti 
who no fooncf faw than he attacked him a& a trai- 
tor, and ordered htm to gaol. No known malfarrre 
Was copwnitted in that prifoni but my aquain- 
-cance was heard of no more. It is eafy ttt 
iCaa}e£tav9 wMt became pf the debt. Should the 
■demons of dtfeoid effeft a revolution in this king- 
dornj add Jbrlrig Mr. Ui^flator Pwne (tired of 
being catted the punchinello of the Conrention *) 
. once more to Thetford, Sandwich, or Lewos, he 
would not find it difHcult thm to fatisfy all his 
CFcditorSi tjoWfevcF numerous-^he would come well 
pnepartd with a French rtcipt fca- wiping <^ all 
their y*»r«. In a country where fudi things arc 
poflible, ■xvtiy tie that binda property is brokeni 
To imagine iu fecurityi is a folly too grofs terbc 
endured ; and to aflert it, is a falDiood that fiiould 
excite nt> ftniotion but contempt; 

In a parifli in the Clermontois (Crote-le-Rey), 
the fteward of a gendeman refiding at'a diftance. 
Cane to rccdvc the rent of 'three confiderable 
'farmers. He was told that the Convention had 
decreed cquaKtyj and that paying rent was the 

* The name given htm in the JaafAaldt MaraU March 5, 179;. 
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mpft unequal diing in the worldi for it was aman 
who did much to receive a little, paying to onci 
who, receiving much, did nothing at all. The 
. fteward replied, that their joke might poflibly be 
good, but that he came not for wit> but nioney ; 
and money be muft have : he was ordered inflantly 
to depart, or toftay and be haiigeil. The proprie- 
tor demanded juftice, but iii vain; .the munici- 
pality was applied to, and the only- refult was, 
that body (thf veftry) ordering die. fanners to 
)ridd up the lands j they were taken pofle0ion of 
by themfelves, in depa&t redeemable for the na- 
tion ^ and adually divided in portions among the 
labouring poor, that is aiTiong themfelves. What 
the event may be is nothing to the purpofe ; what 
becomes in the mean time of the Rig^t of Pro- 
perty ! The probable event however is, that the 
pEoprietor will be driven to emigrati(Mi, for the 
mere convenience of retaining their plunder. 

It can hardly be doubted but that robbery, even 
of land itfelf, muft fpread throughout the kingdom, 
when the Committee of General Security could 
thus report to the Convention : — The national re- 
Jources may he augmented hy imfofing tmtributitns 
uf en ferfens of fortune, perfonnes aifccs, «»(/ tkt 
ehftinate, who wait, with tranquility at home, the 
event of the Revolution * : Contributions impofcd 

• Monit. oa. It. 
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oil pcribns for two rcafons j firft, for the crime of 
being men of fortune ; and, fecondly, for remain- ' 
ing in tranquility ! With fuch a legiflation can 
property be refpefted i 

With fuch 3 priociple, recognifed in the Con- 
vention, we need not alk how taxes are levied.^ 
The poor and fmall proprietors of a few acres, who' 
every where form the majority of each nninicipa- 
lity, efcape all taxation, but are vigilant in forcing 
thofe of more confidcrable property to pay to the 
laft farthing j and as all tMces are aflefled and le- 
vied by the parochial vote, at alTemblies, to which 
all refort, the men without property order every 
thing at will, and have various ways, much more 
effeftive, for the divifion of property, than adircft 
agrarian law would be. 

lliCt the farmers of this' kingdom reprefent to 
themf^lves a picture of what their fituation would 
be, if their labourers, their fervaats, and the pau- 
pers whom they fupport by pocw's rates, were all 
armed, and, in fome mcafure, regimented, and in 
poffeffion of the veftry, voting not only the money 
to be raifed by rates, but the divifion of it among 
themfelves; decreeing what the price of ail the 
farmer's produftsihould be-, what wages fiiould 
be paid to fervants, and what pay co labourers. 
Under fuch a fyftena of governnynt, I beg to,afli:, 
D 3 , - what 
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what (ecuncy would remaio for a fingle ffiilKng in 
the pockets of thok who ve at prefent iji a ftace of 
cafe and affiuence ? And whether fiich a cvranoy 
would not be worle than that of the moft deter- 
mined dcfpotilm at prcfcnt in Europe ? 

While the farmer is thus expofed to parochial 
opprefllon at the mercy of thctfe who were fo 
lately his inftriiors, and who are even fed and fup- 
ported by him, he is not exempted from attacks 
of a very different nature ; to auihoriie the feizure 
of borlcs and arms^ was, in the NationaLAflembly, 
a meafure of violence and tyranny ; but as it iilbed 
from the legiflature tie /a^o, it had the auti.onty 
of admitted power j but the municipality <rf Paris 
have gone much further; September ij, the mi- 
nifter of the home .department complains to the 
Affembly, that the commiffioners of the munici- 
pality of Paris are fent into the country with fach 
arbitrary orders, as are utterly inconGfteot with-his 
own relpMifibility ; their orders are ligped by four 
of the adminiftrators of the public f^ety, for feiz- 
ing fufpedled perfons and precious cffefls — Petir 
j'emparer its ferfoimes Jufpe^es i^ des effets fre- 
tieux*. Seizing fufpeded prerfons and precious 
cffeds! A very' pretty commiflion in a land of 
liberty; .and ^ven, not by the legiOative body, 
tnit by a coi^foration ! The corporation of a town 

fSIonit. fept i4< 
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j(«nds commlffionerS, in othef *brds, defpotic mb- 
narchfi, into the councry, to arreft and to plunder, 
and this undtr the eyes of tlie legiflitufe. When 
ill* republican reader of Mt. Paine, on corpori- 
tiofts in Englandj JS well fatiatcd *lth rights', it 
Would do him good to take the aftions of French- 
tntinltipalities as i comfntnt on the text. 

The abufes and plunder in the falc of the pof- 
fellions of" the emigrants, may be eafiiy conceived 
from" the complaint wliich Sillery makes in the 
Convention : — " The furniture- of the chateau of 
Nangus, belonging ft> the Baron de Breiueil, was 
v^Orth at leaft i,50b,ooo liv. and has' produced 
fcarcely any thing. Six tapeftries of the Gobelins; 
wliich coft 30,000 liv. in money, were fold for 
4800 Hv. in aflignats. A clock that coft 24,000 iiv. 
in money, fold for 860 in paper*. Such is the 
virtuous adminiftriition of the res-publUa among 
republicans ! 

" Wafat lets uS into the fccret of the wealth of 
itnembei^ of the Ccvention, who were once ai 

poof as hiiTifelf. Barharoux terioit les cordons de 

la hourfe csmme il tenolt la clef du bendoir (he aj- 

ludes to his being the lover of Madame Rolland)j 

_ at leafi if we may judge by the facility with which 

be di^rihutet ej^gnan to the right arid left. People 

* Monit. D«c. ]i. 
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have been ajienijhed at the enormous ex^ences . of mavf 
members, who, like myjelf, have bad »p other patri- 
mony thatt'debts. jilthougb married, theje gentlemen 
^fp, ^'V/r, give great /uppers, and their wives are 

always at the theatres. Valajfe is a reyaliji and 

Jpends enwmeufiy. ^he father-in-law of Petion 

lives Jn a palace, drejjes richly, drives hit eoacb, 
keeps an excellent table, and bought the cellar of 
Egmont Pignatelli, which ceji him 23,000 liv.—— 
A footman of Montejquiou is colonel of the regiment 
of cavalry hujards hracenniers, and at the fame time 

contractor for furnifbing them. Gorfas, Dulaure, 

Poncelain, Rcedererj Caritat, Rabaud, all paid by 
RoHand, in the 100,000 liv. four former Vejfrit 
public *. 

*' Refourccs," fays Paine, " are lavi£hed upon 
kings, upon courts, upon hirelings, Impoftors, and 
proftitutes." Experience extends our views : and 
here we fee that the refources of a nation. Sowing 
through different channels, can expand in the feme 
medium -, and that the hirelings, impoitors, and 
proftitutes — to whom add the robbers and affaflins 
of a convention — can devour the wealth, and de- 
prcfs the induftry of a nation, with a rapacity that 
puts kings and courts to the blulh. 

, • Jaurnalitf Marat, N« m. 

The 
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The watch-word} from one end of France to 
tbe other, a equality % they join liberty with it, as 
mountebanks annex a favouriK 'epithet to the nof- 
tnim, whofe only 6bjt& is the money in the 
pockets of the credulous. But after all rank, titles 
nobility, and diftinfbion-have been abolilhed, what 
do they mean by equality? They talk of equality, 
not becaufe they knonkwhat it means, but becaufe 
Others have talked of it. Marat remarks, that 
the people follow one another like fheep : — Ce_fi im 
terrible torrent que celui de I'exetaple car tout peuple 
eft naturellement moutonnter *. The word equality 
is abfurd, if it anaches not xxi property, for there 
can be ho equality while one man is rich and 
another poor. But the preceding fa£b fpeak what 
the new equality is, in tem:u too clear to be iriK*-* 
underftood. / am not aftoniftied tojee^ fays Buzot, 
on arret come to us under the name of Momore, whem 
I, as frefidtnt in tbe deffirtment ef Eure, beard 
freacbing tbe divifion of eftatesi hut 1 am truly Jo 
tojmdjucb a man pre/;ding in one of tbefe^ions of 
Paris-f. 

We hear it averted in England, that property 
is not attacked in France : tbere you hear no fuch 
aflertions : on the return of the Commiffioners, 
membei? o( the Coavention, from the riots at 

• Jaurnai df Maraii^m iS. t Monit. Oft. ij. 
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Ch*trfs> wfitfri* Iftey ^cfc nearly dcftroycd/it was 
ifferted on fa£h, iil the Gonvention itfclf, ibat all 
the ftincifles of ah a^arlan la'jj wtre in agitatica 
tois ^B aVance*. 

Btfbre we quit this fubjcft of the ftcurity of 
pTopftty at prefent,*in France, kt us examine 
fliortly the cafe of that mod inccrefling portioir Of 
property, thii crop in the hands erf the farmer: V(i 
know well in England, from the conviftion of follg 
experience, that if this fpecics of property is noc 
fecrcd, all the claffes of the fociety inftantly fuffef j 
it is a vital wound that affcfts the whole fyftcm. 

The late crop of 175F2, rn that kmgdtitn/is f^d to 
beplcrttiftli but natural plenty, under igovefn- 
irteitt of anarchy, wails'Ktde} the ntob prohibiting 
Ae free fnmfport of com, the ifrtmSdiate coflfe- 
qtttnce was fo high a price in many diftrias, Ihit 
fee people found it more convenient to /et'zf the 
eftrn than ttt ferfiov it: tlu» of courfe, added 
every where to the mifchief j for the farmers wer« 
not ready to carry their produifts into the jaws of 
plunder. Thefe dittraftions — thefe bleflings of a 
government that had the power of converting even 
good crops into the means of famines-drew from 
the n^itter of the home d'cparthient, threats even 
of violence j he wrote to a variety of cities, from 

• Monit. Dec. a. 
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all which- papers tt would be too ^{dd$ M give 
netrafbs." He thus ax[^8c«- hittfCu^f to Ti^titi: 
" The mBnicipaUties ought w ofe liV p6fliBle 
means of perfusion with the (artiict% fat engaging 
iJiem to fupply the markers : for I rtiirffe ttll you," 
that if the pofleflfors' of com rrfift thefc paternal 
invitations, means of zxTREMiTy muft be ufcd 
againft them : ortjefa bien contraint d'em-phyet en- 
■ vers em Us meyens exirtmes*" It is Wtffth the 
attention of Englifti farmers to rc^e£t weH oxt 
the nature of this cafei theif bftAren in Franeci 
content with a raodeHKO and firir pride for their 
eoniy carry it freely to market; the' operations 
df the -people rai& this |)ri<» s ii^ theti^ fb revenge 
the refult of their owft viokflCe, tliey plunder. 
Such a conduct is fate td create, dt feaft, appre- 
hentiDns- of famine > dnd to dbviatc it, the minifter' 
does noc threaten the mob,- frem whom all the 
nu&hieizrifes, but the FARMERS; he threatens 
them with EXTREMITIESj as a punilhmcnt 
for having been plundered by the rabble — ^by the 
%atim. If the farmeF,'th%is robbed, has the mis- 
fortune w be a proprietop, and particularly a largo 
proprietor, he has firft the oppreffion of paying 
thofe taxes which an anncd populace will -not pay j 
and, that he may be able to do this, his corn ts 
feiaed by the confumetj and he is threatened wirft 
sxtremities ty the minifter j as if any extremities' 

• Monit. S«pt. J7, 
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could be greater than taking his crops by violence'; 
if more, however, was not meant, the folly of the « 
denunciation was equal to the Icnavery of it. 
, Thofe intcUefts which can fee any difference be-, 
tween fuch a government and the cudgel of a 
Turkifh baiha, are much more acute than mine. 

The feme miniftcr writes to the. Convention, 
Oft. 15. — " I am informed that the bvisri«rs,of 
the military fubfiftences do not ceafe to fly through 
the country, and to force, with arms in their 
bands, the farmers to furniih their commodities. 
Such prailiccs deftroy every meafurc of order, and 
inHnitely impede the free circulation of corn. I 
cannot di&mble with the Convention, that this 
conduct of the military contraftors tends to fpread 
difbrdcr every where; and diat if they continue 
to take by force, or .at their own price, provifion 
from the farmers, it will be impoffible to infure 
the fuppiy of Paris." 

, Now this, if poflible, rcxceeds every thing that 
Jacobin adiriinilb'ations, a<5ting on the ideas of Ja- 
cobin liberty, could devife, to Ihew their perfefl: 
cohteinpt ■ of the wliolc farming race. He ftates 
the glaring magnitude of tbc evil to the Conven- 
tion ; and what is his conclufion ? Why, he tells 
them, that if fuch things are allowed, it will i>e 
impffibU toju^fly Paris!! There is the only evil; 
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as to the poor plundered ftftmers, he allows, ia- 
Ideed, that robbing them is a di/order ; but whirn 
he fums up to imprefs the l^flature with the He- 
ceiHry cf paying attention to the evil, he rcctlra 
foiely tothe-fuppty of Paris! If Paris is fupfdied, 
all is w*II-^as to the faftnets they may take Care of 
thenifelves.- Let- th<^e who .tell us in England, 
that the Revtoiution of • France was favourable in 
the beginning to agriculture (particulaflylndthes), 
confidcr (he valofi of' a tree MARKit-j and' thin 
our fanners will not be long difcoveriog, that no 
exemptions, nO fuch favour's/ will prove a <recom- 
pence, for being forced, tiic piKe or'brotfJ-fword 
■in hand, to fell at the price- offered By thofewho 
bi-and^ the weapon over their heads. No wonder 
that fuCh iiKafufcs Ihould ftarve the wwns, as we!I 
as' ruin the country ; aAd that the-commifTKAVci^ di 
fiibfiftence Ihotild repoity that tha ftnary-af^raih, 
in 4be gnat eitht it extteme*. 

In all thefe, and a thoufand other inftances, we 
fee the living and effective confequences of Paine'& 
dodrines; he expatiated on the luxury of great 
eftates, and recommended their feizurcj French 
prafticc realized the doftrine, and doubtlefs there 
were Ftepeh farmers, who rejoiced at the fpeftacle 
of all-d* great propcrticsin the kingdom being 
levelled by the oaiion i they did not however fore- 

* Moniu Nov. tS. 
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jfte, tWtjt wauU be their .©*B mrn fteyti thst ^ 
principle. of -^qju^ity b^i|g>{joee sbKvtd, yttiuii Ja- 
fc^a>ly,lfA¥l ALL property ;>pd wpHldgiye to tte 
l?cggprj,;witt9ut ^iotf, fNi|t with ft fi^ fift bts 
Ihouldgr, t^$ j;ni£^s of I^cUing.the «;i)QneoM? in- 
icq«aJify between hie own wsUet, witfeout:* kernel* 
wd -ii^p svfB-ftpred gf^pary of 8 warm fafBWt I-et 
<mr$, ihertjfijre, Qcver f<vgpt, tlwt ihp -fiins^priiici- 
ple B'ijichAEi^cfo *jsiipfrty«f 495WeK- « year* 
bpcayfe it is (90 Japge f filitivejy to OEh«r ^rppertiss, 
^tt^ckp alfi?.^ f^rgi of pool. -a yW* fqr-the fw* 
K^fooi nay, of 50I. * y**''> '^^canje that alfd is 
iargic, vk^hc^ coinpared fwith thq property pf ;h^ 
.vJjp-Jwvf Ijete. An4J«-u9 .all be \i'eU pfsfnad^d, 
■^m tfe^jfearfiij event?, « pffifent paOit^dn Jfrwec* 
with 4 firfwi:^ of raifchief that furpaffes equally all 
tbitWk^ry hfts to offer, or fancy to jiomjeive. »f- 
iiffds «. ^a«;le ifltoeftiog to ^vcrf rnan wfep pof- 
feffcs PROPERTV J aijd.ijft .t«yie Riom tfcso to far- 
mers. The quarrel now raging in that once flou- 
rifliing kinsiloin, 19 tjoj: between liberty Hid ty-^ 
janny, or bei:wflea prot$<Eiiig aod <^pteShv tyftetnd 
of gowrnmeijti it is, «h tfc? contr^ry^coUe^fld tp 9 
Jingte.point — it is aione 4 q«eftjon of |ffop?rty j it 
■i» a tcial at amis* whether iho& who have- Mihingi 
Ihall not feize and poftef^ t^ property of thoie 
who have /emethipg, A drwdful queftion*^? hor- 
rid ftty^Cj which cwi JSBVtp end bat io tte eq^ 
and uDiverfal ruin of allj in which, he who gains 

by 
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by the lo& of. his aejghbour* ,«#? hat- to le^i-iij 
h'jsturn, tq,,f(W[i5 ftqrdier rQ|it^i:i.]Eill rioF^ co^&tr 
fion, and ai)af^I>y, render prpg^iy but the 13^4 
pf invafion, apd ppverry the beft (Jijeld agaii^ft fhj 
attack afld tyranny of theJ3(»b*> I . , 

Such being the fbte of gft>sToraent, libci^gv 
and property in France, I Jhgil pqite^iple friSs^i^ 
one general concluftoo, and venture the affertion, 
tjtiai , the BevpJytiQii hfw.pl?ioUi^if *uuic(^^ (ha 
kipgdom. I nxaj'.be tpld, pferfift'p?,: jfl nyilyitlwf 
ihe'fartiea 09,rRprC 2p^fiT^c.^,qfM)iiiaxii^.mOr 
ment, than ijiany raonths or fiearf^j^.- . Her ocp^ 
have even b^n Yi^t^rious,(;^cV9rK:ftdc.. . ,, 

The jpqujry, .iiito, .t|)ai dgg;t^ «f ^epceflion «r 
violence, whicK pcoperly cgnlliti^tes national ruic^ 

will be f^un^ thjc-fh^i:; -is. nof 3 iu^gje.gijftojpifterert a^ ^ fiVRf^ 
iCcnpcible right of man, that has not been vioUted under circum- 
ftiiKW of the mofi odiQua ajid aWninahle'eraeKy. 
' An EDgliDiman- 1* proud of the idea of Iiit'iioi^e beiag hU' cat 
■le ^ fee the pra^ice of Jacobin government in this refpcA 1 " Si- 
creed, that the municipalitiei are autliorifed to fearch the houfct of 
ril peifons for arms, and to tale an account of hotfes and car- 
^a(ct applicable to tbewat." AaAiaaiy -after th«r eblblote fticuK 
decreed. This was fotindiog the al^^tm hc\\, in ordftr tf{ Jffyp 
«p the hoafes of all the gentlemen in the.kingdoiJi to thf {)liui4^ 
«f brigand) ; and thit by the legiOature ilfelf-— elefled hy per&nal 
uprefentadon. 1 ■ -' 

If ve ncie affc^d w^sffXfsj Ae jgiMf* of Pvi^ bafk-tOJnalK 
for their aflions, their BDfwer is statb ^jE^Eo^BitcVi yl^-ap 
' EngliOi rcfbrner callt the effipAng 'a/ US, 

would 
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MmxHd lead into an cxtimnve and uiuieoeflary difcuf- 
fion. If nothing merits that defcription bkit foFeign 
conqueft, Morocco was in no ftate of ruin under a 
barbarian, who put 40,000 men to death with his 
own hands ; nor is Turkey ruined under the do- 
minion of horfe-tails and bow-Ilrings. To every 
purpoff of fober argunlent, the danger of life and 
property is cflFeftive ruin. 

Ufe and , property in France are in this fitua- 
tion, if raiftd a fingle point abow the level of the 
populace ; a gigantic and devouring defpottfni has 
levelled in the duft all fccurity to thofe whofe pro- 
perties raifc them above the mob. In one word, 
. j,Aw does not reign j there is a power every where 
foperior: a ddpotic authoHtymay fill the ranks 
of their gmiies, as the ftaves of Algiers are made 
to arm and to figlM> but the kingdom is as much 
ruined with victory attending. her ftandard, as if 
jhe German banners were flying at Paris, Mar- 
feiUes, and Bourdeaux. 

The old government of France, with all its 
faults, was cert^nly the befl: enjoyed by any con- 
fiderable country in Europe, England alone ex- 
cepted!; but there were many faults In it which 
, every clafs of the people wiihed to remedy. This 
natural and laudable wtfh made democrates in 
every order, amongft the poficflbrs of proper^, as 

weU 
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i#el] as among thofe who had none. At the cdni- 
tnencemenc of the Resolution, France poITeflbd i 
very flourifliing conimercei the richeft colonies id 
the world} the greattft currency of folid money in 
Europe; her ^riculture was improving j and her 
people, though^ from too. great population, much ' 
too liumeroos for the' higbefl: degrees of nadonal 
profpcrity, yet were more at their cafe than ia' 
many otiier countries of Europe ; the government 
was regular and mild} and, what was oif as much 
confequence as all the reft; her benignant feve- 
rcign^ with a patrioti'fin unequalledj Was really 
willing to improve, by any reafonable means, th^ 
tbnftitudon of the kingdom. All thefe cirdim- 
(tances,' if compared with England, wouM not 
make the proper impreffion. They are to' be 
ccMiipared alone with what has Hnce cnfued ; and 
her prefent ftate may thus, with truth, be cor- 
re£Uy defcribcd. Her .govemment an anarchy, 
rfiat values n«thef Hfe nor property. Her agri- 
culture fait finking; her farmers the Haves of allj 
, and her people ftarving; Her manufaifturcs anni- 
hilated ; her cotnmerec dcftroyed j and her colo- 
nies ^folucely ruined. Her gold and filver djf- 
^pcaredi and her paper currency fo depreciated,- 
by its enormous amount of 3000 millions, belidci 
incredible forgeries, that it advances,- *ith rapid 
ftridesy to the entire ft;^;nation of every Ipccies of 
induftry an^ circdauon. Her nauonal revenue di- 
£ quniOieJ . 
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minilhed three -fourths. Her cities fcen^ of ?ev(Jv 
rtiaiTacre, and fdmine; and her provinces, plundered 
by gangs of banditti. Her future profpeft of 
peace and fettlemcnt, depending on a conftitution . 
that is to ht formed by a convention of rabble, and 
JanSioned by z\it fans culottes of the kennel. It ii 
not a few infulated crimes on fome undeferving 
men; it is a fcries of horrid profcription, fprcad- 
ing far and near j pervading every quarter of the 
kingdom; it is the annihilation of rank, of right, 
of property; it is the deftrudlon of the pofleffors- 
of more than half France j it is the t^iflation of 
wolves, that govern only in deftruftjon : and all 
thcfe maflacres, and plunderings, and burnings, 
and horrors of every denomination, are fb far from 
being neceffary for the eftabliihment of liberty, 
that they have mod cfFeftually deftroycd it. In 
one word, France is at prcfent abfolutcly without 
government; anarchy reigns j the poniard and the 
pike of the mob give the law to all that once 
formed the higher claflcs, and to all that at prcfent 
rnocks with the fliew (tf legiflation. The mob of 
Paris have been long in the aftual f»fleflion of 
unrivalled powerj they will never freely relinquilh. 
it: if the Convention prcfymes to.be free, it will 
be maffacredj. and, after a circle of new horrorSi. 
will fink (ihould foreigrj.. gid fail) into .the defpo- 
tifm of triumvirs or dictators : the chaise will be* 
from aBourtipn to-^butcherJi ..... 
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' " AH fortner Revolutions," fays Paine, " till 
■ the Americanj had been worked within the atmof- 
phere of a couft, and never on the great floor of a 
nationti" unfortunately for this imferable copy, 
flic worked on a floor broad enough; her bafis 
was the Wood and property of France. The pic- 
ture has no refemblance in " the infipid ftatc of 
hereditary governmenf|-." She found in " fcencs 
of horror and perfeftion of iniquity t>" what " man 
h up tof," It is cafy to fee what they have lofti 
. as to their gains, they have afllgnats, cockades, and 
the mufic of ca ira; it may be truly faid, that they 
have made a wife barter: they have given their 
gold for paptt ; their bread for a ribbon ; and their 
blood for a fong. Heaven prefcrve us from the 
phrenzy of fuch exchanges ! and leave Revolutions 
for the " order of the day f ," for *' the morning 
of reafon riflng upon man f" in France. 



11. 

. Such are the confequenccs of the French RevO' 
lution. Oiir next inquiry is, from what have thefe 
evib arifen ? They may be attributed to three pro- 
minent features in the new fyftem of thai fei-Jj/ant 
philolbphers. — i. Perfon^ Reprefentation.^i* 
The Right of Man.— 3. Equdity. ■ 

■ Rightf of Man. f Ptiae. 

Ea If 
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If there is any one circuinftance to irfiich aU 
the horrors that have pafled in France tmy be 
more prt^ierly attributed than to any other, it is 
the double rcprefentation given to the tiers etat by 
Mr. Ncclter, direftly contrary to every rcfpedtable 
authority*. The preponderancy of the people 
within the walls, uniKd with the fpirit of revolt , 
without, was man^cft' in a moment ; the court dt^- 
vided, and the King confcientious and honeft,' 
were not arms to meet the preflure of the moment. 
The mob triumphed j and all the world knows 
what followed. If a tree is to be judged by its 
fruits, we may fairly alTert, that pcrfonal r^refen- 
lation, which gives to the loweft of the people a 
dired influence in the governnwnr, maft leadj in a 
great empire and a gre» capital, to ^folute anar- 
chy, fuch as has ruined France. 

In any reprcfentative government, if perfons. 
only are reprdented— that is to fay, if a man with- 

• Paine iay)i thit &s parliaaent of Pant reoomrnendtd it.- Re 
•light to have knowit better ) thej expfcTsly recommended the con* 
trary, and did not tend to the Itaft apparent change of opinion till 
the violence of the Parii mob threatBnsd to drag them in ihe ke■l^ 
ncl. Sot Paine never totKhea on fafts But to mifi-eprefent them, 
£. rio. III. fiift part, he miket the affembly mtet in the tennit 
grannd t^er the feance To-p\, but it wai btfort it, their own Houfe 
b<ing lliut up to prepare it for diit feance : I wal U Verfailles-tn ' 
that interval, while die houfe wai Ihut up, and the dejiutJet' xf-t 
lenibled in the chotth of SL Louii.' Hi* account of the fray at the 
inJaice i« all foUei frm tho Wgisiiing to the tod. 

eut 
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out a fliUling deputes equall/ with anotJier who 
. has property, and if men in die former lituation 
are ten times more numerous than thofe in the lat- 
ter j and if the rcprcfentatives, fo chofen, fit for fo 
ibort a tin^ as to vote truely the will of their con- 
ftttuents, it follows, bjr direft confequcnce, that all 
the property of the fociety is at the mercy of thofe 
who poflefs nothing; and could theory have blun- 
dered fd ftupidly, as to fuppofe for a moment^ 
that attack and plunder would not follow power in 
fuch hands ; let it recur to France for faS^ to 
prove what reafon ought to have forefeen. 

The abftraft Rights of Man, the moft prepofte- 
Tous of aU ideas, which in fa£t have no peliticai 
cxiftcncc whatever, have effeftcd all die mifchief ; 
fince thofe rights, which cannot b& exerted, or 
become efficient without. thcdeftruftion of other 
rights, and the rights of other men, equally ad- 
mitted, are palpably vifionary — the children of 
- -playful brains — but impplllble in practice. But 
the French had thd£ dreams ; they im^ned that 
pcrfonal reprefentation would recognize and fecurc 
fuch rights, and they eftablifhed their government 
accordingly : — they ridiculed the conftimtion of 
England for depending on a balance of powers ; in 
which a corporatUn of arijlocracy has a negative 
on the Rights of Man ; and wove a web of theory 
from the phantafy of their brains, to f«cure thof? 
E 3 rights 
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rights from al! controul. Is this a cafe in point ? 
Is this a great political experiment on peribnal re- 
prcfentation ? Let the works of Mr. Mackintofti, 
Mr. Chriftie, and many other able writers, who 
have printed wann panegyrics on the French con- 
ftitutioni anfwer this qaeftion. They have an- 
fwcred Jt decifively ; for the faults found; if any, arc, 
that the reprefentation was not perfonal enough; 
tlie refult has fliewn \\.Jq perfonal, as to have anni- 
hilated property j this part of the queftion there- 
fore is decided as foon as propofed. 

There .is a party in this kingdom who call 
' loudly for a reform in the reprefentation of the 
people, and who would have fuch reformation give 
a right of cleftion indifcriminately to all mankind: 
I was myfelf in the number of thofe Who wifhed a 
reform, but not of fuch a complexion, nor at a 
moment like this i I wiftied the middle clafles of 
landed property had been better reprcfented ; and 
that a new member for every county might be ■ 
elefted by men Who poffefs not lefs than an hun- 
dred a year in land, and not more than a tKoufand i 
and an equal number of members dedufted from 
the moft obje£tionable boroughs. But I would 
live at Conftantinople rather tlian at Bradfield, if 
the wild and prepofterouspr(^fitions, founded on 
the Rights of Man, were to become effedive in 
this kingdom. ■ In other words, I have property ; 

juid 
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and rdo not choofe to live where the firft beggar 
I mcr, msjj the fabre in one hand, and Rights fif 
Matt in the other, demand a Ihare of that which a 
good government tells me is my own. But my 
idea of a reform is as fpeciilative as the r^, and 
therefore merits not reiore attention :, rotten' bo- 
roughs are found, on experience, not dangerous ; 
of what account then the objedions of fpeculatifts ? 

/ The fa£t is, that the French conftitution was 
founded abfolutely on perfpnal reprefentation. By 
the letter of the law certain pcrfons were excluded, 
but by collateral parts of the. fame fyftem the 
mob was armed; and the authors of the Revo- 
lution might not perhaps forefee the event, that 
cleAions made at the point of the bayonet,' would 
be at the power of the bayonet. Examine not 
the letter of a vlfionary code, bat expzriueht, in 
the hiAory of Paris, Marfeilles, iec. from che^ 
grit moment of the troubles. 

That many who wifli the reform, on popular 
principles, of that parliament, under the aufpiccs 
of which we enjoy the fecurity which makes ua 
every hour (of anarchy in France) the objeit of 
the envy of other nations — that many who wifli 
this reform, do It on meritorious motives, I have- ' 
not a doubt; — =-they think, on theory, that per- 
fonal reprefentation may be cOnfiftejjt with the 
' E 4 fecurity 
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fecurity of property ; much as they.ire <J«eived ia 
this idea, yet their error was once refpe<^able ^. 
They fay to themfelvts, fo far I would go and no 
farther t J but they foi^t, that by going fo fac 
they 

• ^ Tuch men, confilted man]' of the Conftituent Aflcmbl^ iif 
France i but the abjblute follf of the idea U now a matter «f ex- 
periment ( that a^embly made the trial. Tbey foirned a govcnv* 
ment or the Rigtu ef Man, and the foundation they bnih upon 
wa> fo flipperyi that the whole edilice hat tumbled about their ean 
gn a Ci^e jrear. I htrdlj know any thing more naufeoui tbui the 
convetlation one pow and t))e|i heart at prefenf on thofe ^ne theo- 
ries, deliveied pretty much in the fame accent* ai a twclv«iDonth 
ago, when the Canfiituent AITembly wai as much praifcd ai !t i> 
pow condemned { fuch nen forget that if i* theory no longer: it 
i) now a faA and hiftory j the ex|ininient was m9de i we hav^ fceii 
the re fait i it failed (otally and completely) in the niiinc ofco^n- 
mon fenfe, let u«, at farmert, regard experience oalyf and vlien 
thefe eternal thcorifit £U reciv M new viCons of their heateif 
^ins, let us reply) tbetbirigiitrud; that melb»d tf dr'Mtig hai btai 
txptrimmttd and fuuHd gatd for mtbingi lit enf dUmt aa/iueri 
die principles of farming are the pnneiples of government j when 
]rou haye experiment for your guide, will you refort to theory t 
When experiment has damned lialf a dqien theories from the faniq 
quarter, will you flill liften to newfanciet, and go to viotk again, 
becnufe the fane men tell you they have new imaginations for your 
epipioyment i T|ie leading conclufton, deducible from the French 
experiment, and written in charafiers, which he that runs may " 
read, is this, ir persons akb kefkesehted, PROrEaTv is 
BIBTHoYED. Wc know then what to think i>{ the propofait fai: 
tefbrm bitbcrto made in this' Idngdom. ^ ' 

t The firH: leaders in the RervlutioD fald tlut, and they nov[ 
&el the confequence. Necker, who gave (he deiiNe tiers, banifhed, 
irith the lofi of an hondrcd thoufand pounds ; 9i£y£s, who faid 
k tiert tft tout, in difgrace; and BamaT$, who aOted if the firft 

blooil 
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fhcy have given the power from their hands> by 
which alone others are prevented from pulhing 
mattei^ a littie further ; aijd that thcfe again arc 
impelled by a third fet, who drive at the. Rights 
of Maij, and pulling down all that cxifts at prefcnt, 
with, the temple of Dagon, by the Sampfon of the 
Tfifph' However refpeftable, well-meaning^ but 
wrong-hc%ded, meh may be for their motives, let 
it nof be imagined for a moment, that there is any 
riling relpeCtatle in the levellers, your fellows of 
the Rights of Man, whofc principles are not a jot 
bettjCf than thofe of highwaymen and houfe-break- , 
ers i for the pbjeft of both is equalizing property. 

Mr. Wyvil, in his late pamphlet, t^ks of tem- 
perate refonoatian, ■ and of pointing the zeal <^ the 
people to a moderate corre^ton ofgrievantes (p. 89.) 

blood rpiled was fo pure, in a dungeon ) U htmi jmet of Bailiff 
fliines at prefent in a garrat at London \ La- Fayette feel) in the 
prifon of Wezel, that infurreftlon i» noxlaflui Jmmt <Utiletmrti 
had Mirabeiu been bow alive, hia head would be foon on a 
pike } and the miniDer Rolland, who, in hi« iropadent letter la 
the King, faid, that as the veice qf truth is aat Itard in anHi, rt' 
'vvlutisni become Bieejfarj, row, crouching under the uplifted [rike, 
findsj in the difpenfations of Jacobin jullice, that the voice of truth 
is heard ai little in convention* as in courts, and curfej the folly . 
that called for revolutions j Petion pelted and biffed, Marat 
carried in triumph *, and Manuel with his throat cut, continue 
the revolutions of the wheel of retribution. See thefe changes ad-; 
mlrably touched in ruiout paffages of La Dentiere Tableau de Paris, 
^rM.Fehier. , 

" le Parriote Francaii, March ii, 179J. 
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As if it was pofliblc, after roufing, by inflamma- 
tory publications, the mobbilh fpirir, that you could 
draw the line of mederatien, beyond which the po- 
pulace ftiould not pafs ! You Want to corre^ 
grievances, by means of the piopUi who, With 
power to cfFcft the purpofc, muft have power to 
do muh more. If they have that power, will 
they ufe it ? Go to Paris for the anfwer. 

But that fomething more than temperate and 
moderate reform is really the objeft, we have an 
undoubted proof, in a work pub'ifhed the other 
day, by one of the heads of the reforming party*, 
who praifes the French Revolution as not the re- 
fermalien of a government, but its utter deJiruSien 
(its dijjblution, in the author's own words) ; and 
erecting in its room that which proved, fo foon 
after the author dated his letter, and before .he ' 
publifhed it, a MONSTER i and is now the bloodieft 
and moft deteftable tyranny that has blotted the 
annals of modern Europe. 

Power in the hands of the people by means of 
perfonal rcprefentation, has ruined France. And 
the queftion in England is, whether the farmer* 
and land proprietors fliail preferve their property 
' fccure, by one and all confidering the fyftcm witli 

* Major Caitwright. 

the 
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Ae horror it" merits i or fliall, by doubt and hefi- 
tation,' unite with the "enemies of public peace, an4 
hazard all that we poflcfs at prefent. 

I cannot well underftand on what principles re- 
publicans and friends of liberty can now give their 
approbation to this eventful Revolution. To be 
confident with their own doftrines, they ought 
to hold the a£tors> on the theatre of French af- 
&irs> as the mod fatal enemies to. human liberty 
the worid has ever feen : they have not only Ihewn 
mankind in a new and hideous afpe£l: of in^ti- 
tude, paft all example, but they have proved that 
liberty, in the abftrafl: and in theory, is unfit for 
the mafs of mankind, and even pernicious to their 
interefts, and the intereft of practical freedom. 
They have given a leflbn of tyranny to al! the go- 
vernments of the worid; they have given a pane- 
gyric on the perpetuity of political darknefs, and 
on the propagation of political ignorance. 

Perianal reprefentation in cities muft be apt to 
fall into the hands of .a few of the moft daring, 
reftlefs, and profligate of the mob: of this, wc 
have an inftance, ftrangely remarkable, in the cafe 
of Parisj in that city there are about 150,000 
voters, yet the number who have been brought to 
poll have varied from 9000 to 12,000; it is there- 
fore evident, that the mafs of the inhabitants, find- 
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jng they could not Totcfrcfly and in fafcty, would 
. not vote at all. What a fatire is this on the 
univ^rfal fuffrage of the mob, who rfgyjatc. jhc 
right of their neighbours votings k fhey diftri- 
burc jufticc — by the pike ! " Materials fit for all 
the purpofcs of government," fays Paine, ** may- 
be found in every town." He certainly means 
the pike, for that is the chief tnaterial in the new 
fyftcm. 

*f It is well knewp" fays the deputation pf 
Finifterre, at the bar of the Convention, " that the 
feliions of Paris are held ly at mofi fifty individuals ^ 
to whom all cede with a facility perfeSly incredible j 
eftcnijhed at Jach a general defertien, we have been 
e&reful to inquire the cauje, and have been ajfured 
that the only reafon is, that none had the power of 
freely exprefjing their opinion without running the 
greateji danger. We are pocked to think of fuch a 
popular defpetifm*." The federates at the bar, 
January 13th : — " The public force is diftrganized^ 
and poniards intimidate the good citizens. Spare 
not the liberticide members, who vote in favour of 
Louis, we devote them to infamy." — Marfcilles ta 
the fections of Paris. If perfonal rcprefentation 
has, in the Ihort period of four years, given the 
government of France into the hands of the mob 
—with two legiflative bodies in fucceifion moft 

• MoBit. Dee, z6. 

completely 
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completely devoid of gropertyj and if the cohIc- 
quence has been the dc&u6tion of property, and 
the delivery of it potTctTors to be butchered or 
bantlhed, we are furely juftified in averting, that 

THE EXPEKIMENT OF PERSOHAL REPKESENTATIOM 
HAS BEEN MASS AN> TOTALtY fAItlD *. 

* The Jacobins baall Ae govtirtmtat of America too toon ta 
kavc nptrinuMt for their tuppeit, alt countriei fully feitlcd mtift 
liana Domerav* and indigcat poor i- America, with immcn& ddiuti 
•f fertile laqd at command, lui no indigent poor to govern ; &c i^ 
l&ercfore, exempt from tfae great difficulty of all goveniment^— ' 
but the lime w'M come when file it no tonger free from iti prcC- 
hn—^hen Qte hai a onmeroBt, and indigent poor, poifoDed or 
enlightened by a licentious prcf*, it \vtll then be foand whetJur 
her iyftem is fa perfeA as, fome pretend. " The troth is," fay* 
Dr. WiKim, " that in our government* die fojireiiie, abfolntt^ 
and unccHttronled power icmajnt in the people, ai our coBltituticms 
are fiiperior to our legillaturai fo the people are fupetioi to out 
(onlthnljont. Indeed the fuperiority in thii laf infiinee U much 
greater i fm The pea)^e poRtb, over oiar confticutionf, controtil. 
in aft at well ai in righL" Cffnuwatarut Mr tie JmtrkoM Ctm- 
ftitutnm. So able a writer, dpubtlefi, it not miftakca iuthii; 
but If the faft is true, anarchf and confolioi), and the conconutant 
deilruAian of property, will inevitably be the fate of the country, 
when indigence it found in (he mals of her people. If they are in 
truth paiamonnt, they will paTs laws for their own relief, and how 
is that to be effeAed without attacking properties that will not 
nant the c{»thets of unneccfTary, tuiuiioui, or aiiftocraiic, for a 
pfttencc r To fiippofe that the mob will poSeft the favefeign aa- 
thority in m8 aa weU as in right, and remain hungry, is a farce — 
and worthy only the theories with which we have been amuied \ 
and who has inftrufied a( clearly in the importance of filch a chs-i 
rafter a* General Wi&ington keying heltrogen tout parti to one 
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It would furcly be great folly in the people of 
England to be amufed with the childilh i^ifions and 
filly tkeories of I know not what ideal purity 
which our government ought to poffefs to make it 
confiftent with the projefts of fuch mad- men and 
mountebanks as Paine, whofc jargon upon rcprc- 

, fcntative govcrment is ,the mere i^e dixit of a 
prcfumptuous individual. Excluding America, 
which ought always to be excluded for refafons I 
have mentioned, that of France remains the only 
experiment ever made on pcrfonal reprcfentationj 
and what has arifcn in her revolution that can juf- 
tify any praifcs of that fyftem ? . A nation governed 

' by a city } a legtflature bribing the mob that bul- 
lies iti a government generating tyranny on legif- 
fation J a legiflature begettiag anarchy on govern- 
.menti a monfter, "never young, never old*," — . 
" never in the cradle nor on cnitchcs*," but al- 
ways " breeched in the manhood" of villainy— 
in the maturity of blood and rapine — of liberty- 
dealing nothing but the " cant *•" nor of Icgifla- 
tion, but the " fophiftry *"— energic in expanding 
mifery; and liberal only in univerfality of ruin. 
Such is perfonal reprefentation in the only intlance 
in which it has been thoroughly tried ; and fuch 
is the commentary of experience on the theory of 
Paine^ 



ir. 
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II. 

The Rights of Man were thr next pillar of the 
French fyftcm, and proved, in this eventful ex- 
periment, as vifionary and mifchievous as po-fonal 
reprefentatiun. The conftitution was. built on a 
declaration of thefe rights; and, as if every para- 
graph of the- code had been formed only to be 
broken, praftice has torn the whole into fritters, 
or trampled it under feet, with a contempt it never 
experienced in any other country : So that a man 
would go much readier to Conftantinople than to 
Paris, for the eiercife.' Its commentator calls out 
for anlwers to his peHbrmahce. — The French Re- 
volution is an anfwer round and complete ; there i& 
not a page it does not rejdy to j there is not a po- 
rtion it does not damn ; and the author has the 
d^ly mortification to fee his marvellous efibris fur- 
pafled by his colleagues in the legislative banditti^ 
who arrive at the fame end by a Ihorter road j by 
engraving the Rights of Man, with poniards, dipt 
in the bcft blood of France. 

.When that prince of incendiaries, reviewing a 
train of his projeds, alks, with an air of triumph, 
after each, would not this be a good thing? 7'bis 
Jurtl) would bt O geed thing ! In. like.manncr, take 

ih« 
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the French declaration of the Rights of M4ri, and 
there ts hardly an article to be found, to which the 
fame writer, and an hundred otiiers, would net an- 
nex the fame qudlion, is not this good? Can y»u 
deny this ? But concentrating the rays of right into ^ 
one focus, and giving it in a declaration to die 
people as tJie imprefcriptible right of man — the 
right of refillance againft opprefiion' became the 
power to bpprefs ; the right to liberty crammed 
tvery prifon on fufpieionj the right to fecurity 
fixed it at the point of the pike j the right to pro- 
perty was the fignal of plunder ; land the righc to 
life became the power to cut throats. ARE 
THESE GOOD THINGS ? If declarations of 
tight, and governments founded on thent, arc really 
good, the refult ihuft: be good alfo. But thefe arc 
the good things in practice, that flow in a direct 
line from the goods things of French theory. 

The declaraiidn ef rights, fays Paine, is flf mori 
value to the world than all the laws and ftatutes 
that have yet been promulgated. 'It Jiares corruption 
in the face, the venal tribe ore all alarmed : from 
/uchoppefition the Revolution receives an homage. The 
more it isjiruck, the more /parks it will emit % and 

THE TEAR IS IT WILL NOT BE STRUCK ENOUOH.-— 

I copy this infanity, to bringtothe reader's rccol- 
leftion the confidence with which this charhtan^ 
predifted, in oppofition to.thc predictions of Mr. 
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Burke; tobofe idfas, he fays, tumbled over and 4e- 
ftrojed one anetber, for -want of polar truth. The 
polar truths, by which Paine fteered acrofs the 
boundlefs and unfathomable ocean of the French 
RcTolution, make one fmile ; he now finds, forcljr 
to the coft of his xeputed penetration, that all the 
polarity which guided him was a ivill^o'-ihe-wi/p 
meteor, that led his frail bark o'er rocks and quick- 
fands : — yet ingulphed as he is, he fays, Mr. Burke 
takes a ground ofjand. Events have amply told 
us which of them was upon fand. 

" For a nation to love liberty, it is fufEcient 
that fhe knows it 3 and to be free, it is fufficient 
that flie wills it." Thefe, fays Paine, are fot^ 
animating fentiments — whereas Mr. Burke's are 
dry, barren, and obfcure j " mufic in the ear, but 
nothing in' the heart." Before we were enlighteiied 
by events, this fencence was at beft but pert the- 
. ory ; now we know it to be barren nonfenfe, con- ■ 
taining as many falfehooda as words. We need 
not inquire whether France has known or loved 
liberty : but this we are well afliired of, that wil- 
ling to he free flie becwne enflaved. She Ibught 
die fpiritof iegillation in the terfc fenttnces of mo- 
dem HMxim-mongers, but found that the filly an- 
tithefes of theory, could become tyrannies in prac- 
tice. Not mufic in the ear, but daggers in the 
heart. 

F The 
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The madncfs of transferring fuch rights to Bri- 
tain belongs to the mechanics and labourers at 
Stockport* — who, complaining, that the ufeful 
Icience of politics is negUScdy alTemble to diffufe 
it ; they refolve that all men are born equal in their 
rights, that the fovercignty of every nation ought 
to be invefted in the people as their birth-right i 
^ho have the chief right to po0efs all that labour 
produces : wid it is a very curious circumft^nce 
in thefe refolutions, that though they refolve that 
the liberty of the prefs ought to be inviolable, yet 
do they not give one atom of a refolulion, that any 
man haa a right to property, except the rigl« of 
the mecha4iic, and the labourer to all that labour 
produces. Thefe arc refolutions perfectly conge- 
nial in their purview, to that degree of fecurity to 
property which the Revolution produced in France, 
Thefe labourers and mechanics may tell us, that 
tbej detfji riots ; but as they are fo deep in the 
Jcicnce of politics, they tjughc to know that their 
objeft and their refolutions tend pointedly and di- 
rc«aiy to the utter ruin and deftru^ion of all go- 
vernment, peace, and fecurity of either life or pro- 
perty. So alfo in the refoluiipns of a fimilar fociety 
W Derby f , they fpcak of ten^erate and himeft dij-^ 
tu^onsi and calj on other focicties ra adt with una- 
mmify arui^rmne/j, until the feople be too wife to he 
tm^Jedupetti and their influence- in tbi government 
*^ Manchcftcf Herald, Sept. u f /iti^Augull i3. 
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Be totmnenjurate with their dignity and importana. 
Can any pcrfon, warm from the reciial of the hor- 
rors committed by the " fwinifti multitude" in 
France — by the moft enlightened of all the mobs 
of France — who have moft ftudied, the fdtace ef 
politics, and mod frequented focietics fimilar to 
thefe — can any man of property, acquwntcd with 
thefe abominations — ^read fuch refoluttons withoac 
indignation ? temptrateandboneft djfcujfions ! Why, 
the difcufljons of the Jacobins were doubtlefs once 
temperate; their.honefty is another queftion. But 
let us not be deceived by fmooih words at the 
outfet. Thefe men demand that which they 
cannot have without poffeffing the power of feizing 
OUT property and cutting our throats — they aflb- 
ciate and combine, in order to attain their end. 
To fujiprefs at once, by vigorous and decifive mea- 
fures, fuch hot -beds t^fedition and plunder, is the 
firft di3ty of parliament; refolutions lefs ofrenllve 
than thefe began the bufinefs in France ; we have 
feen the event, 'temperate re/elutions were the the- 
ory; plunder, rapine, and murder the pra£lice. ' 

Give us our rights, is an ei^reflion which has 
been tifed with fmgular emphafis j the reply once 
pToper, was an abftrad reafooing on the nature of 
thofe rights : we have now fiimcthing much furer 
to direct our judgments; and can anfiitin', 'With 
ftrift reference to the faifts that govern the qucf- 
F 2 tion. 
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tion, " you have your rights ;' you are in pofief- 
lion of every right, that is conCftent with Ikfety to 
the life and property of others — to give you more 
will endanger both — to give you much more will 
Infallibly dellroy them, and eveiiiiially yourfelves. 
You have, therefore, all your rights; for you 
have all that are confiftent with your happinefs ; 
and thofe who aflbciate to gain more, feek, by 
means which they know to be the high road to 
confufion, to fcize what is not their right, at the 
expence of crimes fimilar to thofe that have de- 
ftroycd the firft kingdom of the world." 

It is common to hear it aflerted in France, that 
the ruin of the conftitution, eftabliihed on the 
Rights of Man, was owing only to the perfidy of 
the court, and not to thofe Rights; which is a 
wretched fophiftry ; thefc men do not perceive that 
that perfidy was a part of the conftitution which 
included a court : if courts can be perfidious, you 
are to fuppofe they will be fo; and if you have not 
fo provided as to turn that perfidy to the benefit 
of the people, you confefs at once that your con- 
ftitution is vifionary ; and if you muft deftroy it^ 
THE EXPERIMENT FAILED. Thc fccond . experi- 
ment, which is now in execution, fails equally j 
for there is no provifion whatever to fecure to 
the reprefentativcs of tlie people the obedience of 
the people ; and we accordingly find, that all is 
anarchy. 
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anarchy, on their own Jacobin authority ; in the 
firft experiment, there wds no lecurity againfl: the 
perfidy of a court ; and in the fecond, none againft 
the violence of the people i to gjct rid of one evil 
they plunge into another , til), in the accumulation 
of oppofite mifchiefs, there is no better relief than 
Marat's grand Specific of cutting off 150,000 
heads. In this argument^ I take the Jacobin 
ground of fuppofing the court perfidious ; which 
IS an impudent lie, for a prifoner deprived of his 
rights, cannot be perfidious. 

Perhaps it will be fwd, the prefent experiment is 
not finilhed; and that, when a better executive 
power is eftablifbcd, things will go well ; but this 
is abfolutely inadmiffible ; for the whole force and 
colour of Jacobin argument in England is, that 
the legiflative power is too weak, and the executive 
too ftrong ; and chat the remedy of this evil is to 
let the Commons be really the reprelenunvc of 
the people : now this is the cafe in France — and 
what is the evil ? Why, precifely, . that the people 
will not obey the men chofen by thcmfelves j they 
do not love the Convention enough to have con- 
fidence in it; this is an iDCU^able evil, which no 
modification of the executive can effed ; it ftrikes 
at the heart of perfbaal reprefentation— 'the mob 
elcfts, and the mob does not know how to chufe, 
and ftill lefs to obey. 

F ^ As 
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As the Revolution matures, the hope lefTens of 
a better fyftem cftablifhing icfelf. Confufion thick- 
ens i tyranny deepens its colours ; the leg^flative 
^umes every day more aiid more the executive 
and judiciary powers, which is, of all circum- 
ftanccs, the moft definitive of defpotifm: and 
even in the new projeft, prefented by the conftitu- 
tional committee, to which Paine's name among 
others is affixed, we Ice no cffeftive attempts 
made to keep thefe powers abfolutely diftinft. 
They exppcfsly dirpft the deliberations of the le- 
.giflature to be public ; yet offer nota word agairrit 
meeting at Paris i two points that clearly (hew 
they plan, project, and build, as architefts ;of 
anarchy only. It was a late obfervation, I think, 
of Mr. Sheridan, that he bad read of de/poti/m conti- 
nuing for /ever al hundred years, but he had never read 
but of temporary anarchies — but in what have thofe 
temporary anarchies ended ? Regularly (it may 
almoft be faid uncxceptionably) in defpotifm. To 
anarchy, therefore, are to be alfigned, in addition 
to the temporary horrors peculiar to itfclf, the du- 
rable ones that belong to defpotic power. 
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III. 

Ac to equality die laft {uppott of tfae Ficoch 
fyflzm, tf js too OvUcal and ritficuloui to merit a 
IcrioiM cbSaratioa~-it k wonJif onfy of MooBcur 
Egalitel who has vaflcd three bandtcd dioii£uid 
pounds a year, in Ofdcr to ftafld on mcwd the fiift 
fool in ^Emopc, and to g^e tfae better part of his 
cotuttjymen occafioo to call that afiun^twm great 
mipadenoei for heiriio was below alC could be 
£^ul to oooe. A genhis, iriio lacrificrd the fiift 
p ropCTty of any M^eA in Europe^ ud the name 
ofBourboo, to becofne thefubjefiofdetMte man 
aflcndrfy of tajrlort, ftvimakexs, batberif and Ixicch' 
€f«> wbetber he fiiould not be bamflifd from fhac 
councry which he has di^raced by his crimei * 1 

The equal rig^ of all citizens to equal laws 
«ts declared in the fiift conftituaoa : — Equality <^ 
f^bt to equal juftia>— that in the law all are 
equal ; — this equdtty was decre^ by the Coofti- 
toeat Al&ttiAff and dearly afcntuocd to be the 
law tit the land ; die new dttlaradon of ^^aa^tf 
fiHift therefore mean fomethiog more, or it meant 
ootluf^ i if equality of ri^its were only in coo- 
tm^ladon, why call the year 1791 the fiift year 
of equality ? the fowih of liberty, and firft of 

F 4 equality? 



h, Google 



( 7.a ) 

equality?- A clearer proof cannot be defircd, thar 
the equality of i79a'was not the equality of 1789; 
let the writer^s and fpeakers, who alTert the term in 
the two points to mean the fame thing, reconcile 
the abfurdity if they are able. To the appre- 
henlion of common underftandings, property was 
glanced at ; that the French populace fo under- 
ftood it,, there is abundant proof indeed, for pro- 
ppfitions were immediately made for the equal di- 
Tifiofl of wealth, and received in a manner that 
left no doubt of the meafure being perfedtly to 
thrir tafte ; and thcfe propofiiions have been car- 
ried into execution much more than commonly 
admitted in England } the pcafantry paying no 
faxes, while they force their richer neighbours to 
pay to the laft Ihilling, isdireftly in point. 

But the curfe of ihefe principles of equality is, 
that they never can allow ttanquility. to be the in- 
heritance of a people ; fuppofing it pofUble for a 
country, infefted with fuch dodrines, to be well 
governed, fuch good government will infallibly 
generate wealth and ineqiiality ; and by confe- 
quence the neceffity of new civil wars and confu- 
fion to reftore the equality, which would for ever 
tend to variation ; thus, under fuch fine-fpun prin- 
ciples, peace could never inhabit; tranquility 
would be banifhcd, even by the merits, iuppoHng 
there were any, of the 'fyftcmj dnd new arrange- 
ments 
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meiits of prt^rty maft be periodically iAadc> at 
' die caprice and tyranny of 'thofe vfho, pol)effi% 
nothing, would look to confufion as~ their fupport, 
and to anaidiy as their birth-right. 

. Such have been the three leading iM-mcipIcs of 
the French Revolution i pcrfonal reprefentation, 
the rights of man, and eqaalicy i and the queftion 
for us to decide upon (a greater queftion never was 
before a nation) is this — Jhall we imitate the ex- 
ample of France, and, by tampering with that con- 
ftitution to which "we owe all our profperity, ha- 
zard fo inunenfe a flake of happinefs ? Thcrd are 
men to be found who demand this, and even focie- 
tics aflbciated to enforce 



- Reform. 

■ As the queftion has been difcuflTed to fatiety, the 
obftrvations that follow ,ftiall be brief: — it is not 
uncommon to hear the cxpreQion of reftoring the 
cenjlitution to iti original purify,— "Tv/o words on 
^s purity will not be entirely milplaced. Thrs is 
an exprcfiion we often meet with in the writings 
and fpeeches of men, who apparently are not very 
intimately acquainted with the flrate of reprefenta- 
ttoQ in former periods. It tends ftrongly to give 
an idea to thc.ignorant and unwary, that the con- 
ftitution has declined, and is at prefent in a worfe 
- ftate. 
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fiate, for the liberty of the people, than it was in 
foimer periods ; and that the evils now complained 
of were not to be found in its praftice or principles 
at rimes alluded to. There is no man,' acquainttd 
with the hi&ny of England, who does not know 
that diis isagrofserror; and that the circumftances 
now moft complained of, fuch as inequality of ie> 
prefentation and burgage tenures, took place ages 
before the Revolution, and were eftabliflied before 
we had any regular conftitudon at all. Ijct us 
throw a rapid eye over a few inftances, which will 
be fufficient to fliew, that there never was, -even 
in idea, fuch a principle as equal reprefentation, 
and that as to the prafUce, no reformer has' yet 
been able to Ihew its exiftencc. 

Camden, who wrote in Queen Elizabeth's reign, 
fpeaking of Dunwlch, fays, that it lies' in /olitude 
and Jefoiation. Orford, he fays, was enee popu- 
lous. At Eye, he finds nothing but Hicrubbip of 
an old monaftory, and the ruins of a cafUe. He 
fays of Caftle-RiCng, it is ruinated, and as it were 
expiring for age. Yet this place had its charttr ix> 
fend members in the laft year of Philip and Mary; 
and Eye, in the 13th of Elizabeth. This looks 
very little like any attention to give places of con- 
feq^cnce or oi nnfideratien, as aflerted by the au- 
thor of Peve aitd Reform, 1794, only that privi- 
lege. Camelford, in Cornwall, he fays, is a Uttle 
village. LeftwithicI is a little town, and net at all 
fopttlous. 
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fopnleus. St. Genn^ns, lie calls a Jmall viUap^ 
of mtb'mg hut Jifiermau tuts, yet this chaitcr m> 
no older duo Elizabeth. 

I have not time at prefent to fcarch for the 
ftate of many borough ia a former age, but thele 
inftances are fufficlent to fliew, not only that the 
cooftitutioa flood in this icfped on as rotten a 
founduion in the reign of Elizabeth as at prelcot, 
but that charters for fending members to the Houfe 
of Conrunons were anally granud to places of ■ 
no kind of conGderation. To what period then 
are we to look for that ideal per&dion in this 
part of the confUtution, which is not to be fonnd. 
in it at prefent ? 

Hlflorians are agreed as to the Parliament of 
1165, fiimmoned by a uAirper, being the origia 
of the Houfe of Commons* ; the Earl of Leicef- 
ter ordered the attendance of reprefentatives frcHU 
fuch places only as he thought proper, that is, 
from fuch as were knomi to be in his intcrcft. 
The legal monarchs followed this example, and 
gave the power of clcdion to whatever towns they 
thought proper, and ordered, in many cafes, in 
whom the tight of ekdion fhould refide. What 
reforming writer has prefumol to fhew a period, 
in the number of centuries that have elapfed fince, 
in which there ever ezifled, for one moment, an 

* Sn Appciulis. 
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equal or a ferjonal reprefentation of the people? 
tVhat then but empty faftious nonfenfe is meant 
by the original purity of that fyftcm which was 
gradually' formed in times of ftorm or defpotifmj 
and never deferved the name of fettled freedom till 
the Revolution. I Ipcak only of faflsj as to the 
principles of the Conftitution before that great sent 
they are juft what every writer pleafes to call them; 
' to term them pure, is gratis diUum j they may be 
pious or beautiful, or whatever the theory pleafes ; 
it is not theory we demand, but practice. 

It is not difficult to perceive that the advocates 
for reform rely much more on what they pretend 
to be the principles of the conftitution, than upon, 
^y clear idea of its ftate in antient times. When 
once the vifioh of reprefentation has got hold of 
an ill-regulated imagination, and the aftual con- 
ftitution of the kingdom is compared with that 
ideal ftandard ; things as they are, appear worth- 
lefs, afid then works the fpirit. of reform to change 
them for thitjgs as they Jbould be — to fquarc the 
legiflature that governs fifteen millions of- people 
to the diftempered fancies of fpeculative indivi- 
duals. But nothing can be more futile, than 
prefuming to lay down the principles of any com- 
plex conftitution. Principles may be deduced 
from extremes, but not fo eafily from intermediate 
compounds. , The principle of a delpotilin may 

■be 
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be f^d to be/flwrKi-rfipprincipk of a democracy 
may be called anarehj j buc what Is the ptiaciplc 
of various ariftocracics, mixed republics,' and li- 
mited monarchies ? Suppofe a govertiment (with- 
out entering into details) to be in general good^ 
the principle of it is liberty : but there is SwiS 
liberty, Dutch liberty, American liberty, Engliih 
liberty : attempt the analyfis, -and draw the prin- 
ciple of each, and what is the refult, but the con-" 
fulion of vain theories, as numerous and contra- 
diftory as the heads that dream them f But if 
, the rage of fpeculation will have principles, every 
man will draw his own ; and my conclufion would 
be, that the property of a kingdom Ihould be the ■ 
bafis of reprcfentation. This appears to be fairly 
deducible from praftice, in every age of otir go- 
vernment, from Alfred to George : but perfortal 
reprcfentation never exifted for a fingle moment j 
from what fatfls then is any principle deducible 
that tends to it ? What but pr^fumption can call 
for changes in a legiflature, that has taken five 
hundred years to matore itfelf into a fyftem of 
liberty, unequalled on the. globe, on no better foun- 
dation than the vague theories of fuch principles, 
drawn by reformers, at the inftigation of poverty or 
ambition ? Perfonal reprefentaiion has laid France 
in the duft ; but it has given the plunder of a 
kingdom to the vileft of mankind. Who can 
doubt our having fuch men in England, wifhing 
anxioufly 
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anxio'ady for itniilar events, as the Aire road to 
■fimilar plunder ? 

Some men are fo ftrentioiis in' thcii' ideas of rc- 
fonn, that they would extirpate all that is derived 

irom the feudal principle *. Such attribute the 
imaginary evils of our conftitution to the infernal 

feudal principle which Jubdued and ftlfled the ge~ 
Tiuine equalizing fpirit of our (onjtiiution. What is 
this fpirit of the conftitution ? If, inftcad of 
fpeaking of principles and fpirit, men' would de- 
fcend from the clouds, and talk of praftice, we 
Ihould underftand them. But whether you have 
the fpirit or the praftice, certainly neither were 
equalizing in any period whatever of our confti- 
tution. In all antient times, it knew of nothing 
but the domineetiag Juperioriiy of rega] or arjfto- 
cratical tyranny ; the commonalty of the realm, 
flaves — villains — boors-^— cattle ; unprotefted, un- 
reprefentcd. Whence then the fpirit of equality ? 
Thus it is with the eternal round of principles and 

Jpirit; they all refolve into declamation, theory, 
and f^ion. 

The York petition, in 1785, fets outwithfaying, 
that, Jenfible of the original excellen'ce of the 
cmfiitutionf they wtfh ta have it maintained upon 

" Spnch m the Z^ftrnuiJioa ej Farliamaiti T>y .William Jones, 

Srq.p.ii. 
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^e OBHVIHE PS.iKCipi.es OK wbtcb it wasfounded^ 
If that mecdi^ had been afked, what diofe ge- 
nuine principles were? not a manof ihcm could 
have aofwered the' queftton. What are Dr. John- 
fon*s definitions of the word frinciple ? 

I. Elemtnt, — Vary then the queftion; of what 
elements wcic die Houfe of Commons compofedf 
when firft founded ? Of knights eleftcd by die 
- tenants holding of the Crown in capite ; of deputies 
font by boroughs, to whom the Crown granted 
. the ptivil^je of chufing. Do you find your ori- 
ginal otcellence here? 

a. Original cauje. — ^What was the original caufc 
of the Houfe of Commons ? The Crown. Is 
' this your original excellence ? 

3. Operative caufe. — ^What was the operative 
caufc of the Houfe of Commons ? The Crown. 
Is here your original pxirity ? 

4. Fundamental truth. — ^What was the funda- 
mental truth on which the Houfe of Commons 
was founded? That the Crown had the power to 
ibund it. Is this original excellence to your mind ? 

5. Ground ef aSion. — What was the ground of 
A^on* io founding the Houfe of Commons ? A 

* " If we c^nfidcr tbc influence the King had in dcincIiK townt 
bf n>ight as well have been abfolote vrith a parliament, ai without , 
mad Ae fM-hamttit atjlr/,fi far at il anJlJItJ tfammantri, viaS 
ittitnJei ai afifptri tt trT^sativi" Ri^tad fr^. Stat. 

com- 
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.anam^ion ft-om the Cre»n. v Will this- original 
■exceUsnoe "fuit your purjw^e ?■ 

Can-any thing ■ be fo completely fuuleand 
paliiyj as recurring, at th-k period of the meridian 
fpk^idour. of national liberty, to the ori^nal faint 
twilight— the crcpufculous glimmering of freedom, 
amidA the iron fway of feudal ariftocracy ! 

Such writers arc fo occupied with the idea ,of 
what the conftitution ought ~to be, that they over- 
loo)c Tffhat it is. Abundance of this fort of ftuff 
is to be found in the writings of Price, who never 
had any other view than to blow up the people 
into a civil war. According to this incendiary, 
if in fpeculation there could be devifed a better 
(yHtem of legiflation than is enjoyed by this king- 
dom, the people have an inherent right to puH 
down the government, and build up what tlisy 
think a better. " In every free fifte^ every man 
is bis own iegijlator. Government y an infiilutioif 
for the benefit of the .people governed, which they 
have power to model as they pleafe; and to Jay that 
they can have too much of this ppwer, is to fay,' 
that there ought to he a power in the Jiate fuperior 
to that which gives it being*." What a- para- . 
phraie j^ this text has been the whole of the 
French Revolution ; that people were con rinced, ' 

• O^er-v. M Gvii Liberif, p. 6, n, 

by 
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Tayiach'policicians as ihisrcvecend fire-brand, that 
they bad a right to model their legiflature as 
they plcafed, and that tbey could not exercife too 
much of this power; and, by fo doing, they 
proved, that thets oug^t to keapouier is the fiste 
fi^trbr Jo that .of thejLcopIe — who never become 
a^vely onmipoteoi;, but to their utter /uin and 
deftrudion. No conftitution or government CQuid 
cxift, while .the people had. the jiower p model 
ii; at pleafure J for they ncva: -had fucha jjowec, 
' Tsithout being in its perpetual exetcife } and a CQQ- 
ilitucion perpctuillyjCbanged, is not government, 
hut anarchy. So utterly -conamptible arc al] thcfk 
theories of Jiberty, when brought .to the teftof 
praftJceJ. But defjncable as they arc,Jn.ihe-eye$ 
of well-jnfcumed men, they arc calculated to mif- 
Icad and inflanic the vujgarj hence the mifchjqf 
of a licentious pccfe. A irec prefs may be prp- 
- perfy. exerted to deccft a miniflicri but when ;t is 
allowed to vomit forth the poUon of fuch infa- 
mous .do£trine;> levelled point blank againft a 
conftitution^ -thf fafe-guard and proteftor of a 
nation, rendered .crea-t and kappy by the be- 
nignity of .its influence — in fuch a cafe the /reedcm^ 
ef the ^r.^s becomes th.t flavery' e/ the ^eg^U. 

Thus .the capital error in the.wMters v^ have 
treated of the Britilh conftitutioii, is that of ftating . 
the rcprefentative fyftem lo be infaSi what they in 
■G thtorj 
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theory fnppofe good: this is the cafe alfo with 
both Monrcfqoieu and De Lohn^. One- would 
imagine, froin various ' paffages in thofe writers, 
that the people governed thcmfelves by their re- 
prefentatives ; that the reprefentatives voted ac- 
cording to thepleafure (^the people, which is the 
apparent tfieory of the reprefentative governnient ; 
but we know that this is not the cafe in any repre- 
fentative government, and Roiiffcau faw it foj or 
he would not have declared a man a flave the mo- 
ment he chofe a reprefentative. In England, a 
. portion of the members of the Houfe of Com- 
mons is influenced by the Crown arid by the 
Lords; another portion deft themftlvies: and the 
remainder, though elefted by -die people, yet con- 
fider thcmfelves as not bound by inflroftions, and 
purfue that conduct generally, wliich to themfelves 
alone feems good : a\\ this influence is poilbn in 
the eyes of reformers — but to men who are go- 
verned entirely by fafts, and who confequently 
defpife theory^ this influence appears to be coeval 
with our freedoni, if not the folc caufe of it. Faft 
therefore juftifies it; and the counter experiment 
of France has proved, that reprefcntarion iipinflu-" 
cnccd generates tyrwiny. But, at the fame time 
that thereprefentation of the people in England is 
really imuenccd in this manner, truth allows us to 
declare, that this fnfluence goes but to a certain 
degree; it is an influence to induce the Commons 

not 
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not to ad like turbulent tribunes, but to perform 
tiieir rdal duty to their country. With power in 
diat body at any time to overthrow the conftitu- 
' tion, inBuence is exerted to induce them torefpeft 
it i and why has it this happy effeft, fince Co many 
of the members are really chofen by the people ? 
Becaufc the property of the kingdom is in the , 
hands of thofe itiembers, for the moll part ; and 
fuch aftakeis the beit pledge againftdieir embark- 
ing in defigns dangerous to the public repofc^ 

All but Jacobins admit, that with this fyftemof 
influence, which feems corruption to the eye of 
ignorance, the liberties of the people have been to' 
thcprefent hour conftantly improving ; andfffl- a' 
century paft have very far exceeded any other' 
, fyftem of freedom the world ever faw. Jf inflo-" 
ence were aj mifchicvous as fome vifionaries would 
make us believe, how could this be fo ? We are- 
happy under the government of influence, how' 
then can it be bad ? It is In truth an influence to' 
cng^ men to thdr duty. Thej have the power 
of mifdiief in their hands, and influence cravef 
them not to ufe it. - 

Bu/ influenee may he exerted to /way men io mif- 
chief, and even to defiroy the liberties oftbtfe&ple. 

G 2 Not 
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Not while the property of the kingdom is in the 
hands of the membdrs — for they have palpably a 
ftronger motive to guard them againft fuch ex- 
tremes> than any that can be exerted agUnlt the 
national welfare ; men of property may be influ- 
enced to do good, but does it therefore follow that 
they would be influenced to do evil ? To fell the 
fee fimpic of their own importance ? While the 
government of the kingdom is in the hands of 
. thofe who have property, tempered as it is on one 
fide by popular plcftion, and on the other by the 
legal rights of the Crown, all muft be fafc. But 
where would be our fecurity if the Houfe of Com- 
mons were filled with the demagogues of provin- 
cial mobs; wrhofe ErR. recommendation was po- 
verty, and their fecond innovation ? Our fecurity 
muld be, when; that of France is. 

Thus it is with reports of committees— of our 
" friends" — feftions of affociations, for fprcadiug 
difcontent — off-fcts of fedition, who detail the par- 
Kamentary influence of the Eail of Lonfdalc, Lords 
£lliot, Edgecumbe, Src. and who cake great pains 
to flicw that a ftnall number of voters, compared 
with the number of the people at large, eleit the 
Houfe of Commons. Well ; you ftate the faft j 
but the faft timply ftated mean* nothing — ^leada 
to no conclufions. . Have you prefumed to ftate 
what 
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what was the cafe loo years ago — 200 years— 
300 years paft? in order to ihew that the people 
once poSeSsd fomething which they have now lo&i 
No : you know what would be the event of that 
nquiryi and /beref ere you Are Gknt I YoaCtpc, 
that in the conftitotion of En^and 2600 perfons 
return 320 members. What then?" You might 
alfo have ftated, that in the fame confticuuon the 
King retxirns the whole Houfe of Lords. . You 
■ftate a fait; but do you prove that fad an evil ? 
How are we to know whether it be really an 
evil or a benefit ? Arc we to rely on our own ex- 
perience for an anrwa-> or fliall we come to your 
theory for thedecifion ? The queftion is in a nut- 
fhcll. We feel that we are free uiicier this confti- 
tution; that you want us to mend with Frepch 
afliftance. We know that Englifli prailice is good 
—we know that French theory is bad. — What in- 
ducement have wc, therefore, to liften. to your 
fpcculations, that condemn what all England feels 
to be good— jmd approve lyhaj all France- expe- 
riences to be mifchievous ? 

The faA is, that the prefcnt conftirution of 
England was gradually extorted, fword in hand, 
frwn feudal fovercigns, deriving tbeir rights fnm 
the fword of a conqueror: nobly extorted ; but 
derived from no other right. It is now legally 
, cftablilhed, and has the {anaion of ages to give 
G 3 it 
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it the veneration that, with wife men,, bekmgs »■ 
indent cfbtblifhments ; and thofe perfons who de-- 
mand the conftitution of fome preceding age 
(which they oitght to demand, when th^ fpealc 
of purity, greater than that of the prefent age), as. 
a fyftem better than what we enjoy, are bound to. 
name the period, when the liberty of the- fubjeft 
was in theory better defined, or in praflicc better 
prote6ted. 

There is ind«d a period to whfch our reformers 
alhide with lingular pleafurc, and which is in thek' 
contemplation oft^er than diey nane it } — the re- - 
public in the middle oftfce laft century j—^there 
was the puri^ admired by fo many ; a period thai 
bore fome refinnblance to the prefent in France. 
The parliament, which met in 1640, ar-e eermct^ 
by a female hiftorian,, "Patriots, whofe number,, 
virtues, and abilities, were greater than had ever 
been convened in any age or cbuntry." If fuch 
men were guilty of enot-mities and tyranny, it muft 
arife from the fituation, and not from the peculiar 
ftrufture of -their, bof<BTis, ■ Two words will dif- 
patch their adioiis : they paffed a triennial bill. 
and fat thcmfelves 13 years. They quarrdlcd witfc. 
the King for levying 200,000!. a year ille^Uy*.^ 
and in five years they raifed, by their own finglc 
authority/ FORTY MtLLiows, fully equal to one 
hundred Tiallions'at prefent. — They were acoifed 
'■' . - by- 
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by one of i^eir own .party of dividing, 300,000!. 
^ynong thdr.own members — An accufation highly 
probiblc, when it is upon record, that in the aSiff- 
ments«f thole infinite burthens they faid on the 
people, their, own miaiibers were exempted, la a& 
tp be taxed only by one another— They inftituted 
country committee5,..with power to fine, fflquefter, 
ipiprifon, and corporally punilh, witt>ouc appeal, 
and.mthdtit law — They, put an imprinuitur on the 
prefs— and they afaoUlhed the trial by jury againft 
their ;0wn accuiations — ^They preflfcd men.into their 
amues, 'and then palled csxJinances for puniihicg 
them if .they ran- av^ay — The King and F^liament 
had.never yet fixed an excife on sRzjiD, Belh, and 
every confumable conunodity; but the Parliament 
alone did it without oHnpunftion. If thisimaniial 
of tyWipy is good, we f^ould do wifely Eo repeat 
it. The whole ended, as-mighc haw.bccn fore- 
feen,.in a pure defpctcyin, ac the prelent copy of 
it will do in France. 

There cannot be a more ferious, or a more awful 
fubjed for Parliament to enter upon, than that of 
any alterations in the conftitution : that there could 
hot be a better one, nobody will' aflfert; ^ may be 
poQibla, th^ A nation might enjoy the fame blelT- 
ings at a Jefs expence; but to give us a change un- 
der the name of ,an mfrovement, is a dangerous 
experiment. What is called area! reprefentation <rf' 
" G 4 the 
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rfiepfcojdc {that is, an equal rcprefcntarion) aiM' 
biennial Parliamerits, would cfcrfainly be a p-eat 
■ change j" property now has the power of thb realniJ 
and linder fuch a change, population- wouM have 
the power i in-fome governmcnrs of America this 
is the cafe ; but America has no indigent poor, or 
at le^ very few, arifing from plenty of land ; thos^ 
America is no example applicable to us-. We fee 
vefy eitaftly in France, what is the cafe of an in- 
digent poor' poflefied of power. So great achange, 
as- taking the government of the kingdom from 
pr-cp*rty, and giving k to popahition, ia not r/- 
fisritti principles of parity, Bot eftablifhing new 
ones; an abfolutcly untried experiment any where 
but in France. If it is once admitted that pror 
pcrty ought to polTcfs the power, it is of very little 
eonfequence whether the eleftitm is by burgage 
CsnuKs or any other mode, as the men of the 
greateft property will- find themiy ves- in the houfc \ 
and as to the Crown, Orford- and Harwich ftiew 
that it is as likely to lofe a borough as to gain one. 
The qucftion, however, is of fuch importance, 
that reafoniag oaght not to be admitted ; the fact 
is, that property poflclTeS' the prept^iderancy of 
power at prefcnt in' the Houfe of Commons ; the 
changes propofed, all tend to remove it from pro- ' 
perty to population i this is not a ri^oriJ/«"», but 
an abfoJute novelty. 

Thou 
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There are men pretending to be moderatCj wRt» 
argue for, and are ready to dfeciare, their approba- 
tion of theEiigliih conftitirtion, as fixed" in King, 
Lords, and Commwis, confidering the Commons 
as the reprcfentatives fff the people ; ■ and they coa- 
Knd that as the Commons do purport ro be a re- 
prefentatfbn of the people, they wifti fot- no other 
alteration in the government than to make that 
Houfe realiy that whidt it purports to be. This is 
the moft rational ground that any reformer can 
take, bccaofe here is' a femblancc of propriety. 
Very few words will be neceflary to llicw /i-em 
fails that it is only a fcmblance. 

I contend, in reply, that rt is mere theory to fup- 

. pofc that the Houfe of Commoas purports to be 

: the reprcfentatives of the people, if by reprcfenta- 

tion is meant ehiice. Being once chofen by the 

, few, they reprefenc the many *. Thej' purport to 

be nothing more than what they art: and they are 

. nothing more- than this— men fitting in a lenate, 

and forming a third branch of the legiflature, 

chofen by certain bodies, who, by the confticution, 

have thcprivil^e of eleSing them. They may 

• « Evfry mejtber <>f tl«e Bridfh parliament, though efiofen by 
one particular diltria, when elsfted and returned, fiivei for t^e 
" whole realm. For the end of his coming thilher it not particular 
but genera) ( not barely to advanta^ hi* wnftituentJ, bnt the 
eommonwtalth, and to adiifi his M^e^', a? appears (Irom tAe 
writ of fiimmons." Blacltfioiit. 

he 
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be accurately defcribed without ufuig the word, or 
referring to the idea of reprefenlation. To call 
them the reprcfcntatives of the people, is a very 
inaccurate mode of expreffioBi they wjght never 
to be called by any other name than the Hbufc of 
Commons, to diftinguifh them from the Houfe 
of Lords. . If they were rtally the rtprefentatives 
of the people, they might in theory be good, or 
better ; but they would be fomething elfe than 
what tbey are, and confequently different from 
that which has rendered us a g-reat, a free, and ^ 
happy nation. 

But there is not the leaft reafon to think that 
they were ever deemed the reprelentatives of the 
people; certainly not the Knights, for the 40s. 
qualification of electors, the value of money con- 
fidered, was nearer 40I. of prefent .money. The 
notion of reprefencatlon and delegation of rights 
and privileges from the eleftors, has vitiated and 
turned to confufion fo many ideas on the fubjeft, 
becaufe writers and parliaments themJelves, tofuit 
the purpofes of a moment, have thought it for 
their intercft to be efteemed fomething different 
than what they really are. The electors of mem- 
bers of parliament do not delegate powers, nor 
■cntruft privileges, if, by delegation, is meant the " 
transfer of fomething poffeffed by thofe who de- 
pute i for the eledors have neither thofc powers 
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them.' But tKc'. members when eleSed, and itv 
combination with the other-bcahches of the le^if- 
■lature, aflumc, iind pofSTs,- and gr#e themfrfves.. 
fuch powers -and privileges, which tliofe did not 
polfefe who fent themi Herite, then, the fepten'- ■ 
nial a£t was juft as coriftttutional as the bietinial. 

But, oh the othet hand, fuppofe a natibh in anj. 
period of confufion or anarchy of all conftltuted 
powers,, ihould, by univerfal confent and fuflragtf, 
eleit a convention or parliament, for the purpofc 
ef declaring what in future ftall be the National 
Will; here you have palpably all the ideas of re- 
prefentation realized,- and fuch deputies ought to 
fpeak the direft voice of the people, -but fuch a^ 
republic (for it could be nothing elfe) is a gff^ 
veroment as diftiiuS from that of England -as fsk- 
gters is; aad our Houfe of Commons has not the 
finalleft refemblance with fiich an affembly in its 
origin, its progrefs, or its funftions. Ic is not 
neceflary to charafterife fuch a government, the 
cafe of France is diredly in point. 

If the Houfe of Commons were fuch reprcfen- 
tatives, and renewed in Ihort parliiunents, they 
would be guided by the palTions, fully, and mad^- 
nefsof the people; we fee in France what that 
leads to r at prcfent they are guided by theif own 
, wifdom.- 
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wifdCHn. But they ate torrupt and bribed. If they 
arc bribed in order to aft wifely it is an argument 
dire^y againft you> and tends to prove that there 
is fomething on the vei^ of danger in all nume- 
rous a0emblie3, which if not controulcd by pi-ero- 
gativc or influence^ would hazard the public peace. 
We know, on experience, that they do aft wifely, 
for nothing but a wife government can make a 
thappy people. If the nature of fuch an aflcmbly 
demands to be corrupted, in order to purfue the 
public good, yrho but a vifionary can wifii to re- 
move corruption? Government ceruinly would 
have been carried on cheaper if honefty alone had 
induced our Houfe of Commons to aft as it is 
faid corruption hag. induced themj but if the vices 
of mankind can, by a well poifedconfticution, be 
made to contribute to their good government, 
would it not be infanity to change the fyftem, and 
imitate the French, who depend only on their 
■ virtues f 

Examine the Houfe of Commons in whatever 
light you will, and it will be found to poffefs, in the 
power of the purfe, foenormous an authority*, that 

the 

* '* In tbefe Akj*, when every, thing ii rated by peainiary tfti- 
natioDt vlien gold i> become the great moving fpring of affain | 
it may be fifely affirmed, that he who dependi on the will of 
another nan, with regard to lb imporUDtan article, is, whatever 
. bit powu may be in other lefpefl*, in a Sate of real depcncleBC*. 
Thii is the cafe of the King of Eogland : hi bat, ia that Capacity, 
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the (tther branches of the Icgillature are abfolutdy 
at its mercy : , what prevents it from fwallowii^ 
them up ? Is it good to prevent it ? Is it necef- 
iiuy even for the liberty of the people ? If it is 
ncceflary, how beft dpne ? Would the bcft way 
of efFefting it be popular rcprcfentation and fhort 
parliaments, a fyftem in which all corruption, or 
even influence, would be impoffible ? The obvi- 
ous reply finilhes the chain of reafoning from faft, 
and proves the utter abfurdity of fuch pFopoQtions. 
But grant for a moment the expedience of the ex- 
periment, and fuppofe that you have fuch a Houfe 
of Commons, on what will you then depend ? On 
their moderation and virtue ; but this moderation 
and virtue have not been tried. If the theory of 
what moderation may do, and the fpcculation of 
what yuTue mayefTeft, are asjuflr grounds to build 
on as faA and experiment ; in fuch cafe I am ready ■ 
to agree, that we may, without impropriety, ex- 
change the pofitive poffeffion of what we enjoy at 
■ prcfcnr, for the hope and expeftation of fomcthing 
better ; and to fix here, you have only to prove 

and without tbe gnnt of hi« people, Icarctly anj revenue." Dt 
Lolme-, p>7S< The truth is obvious, ind (Iriket both foreigner! 
and natives in tbe fame manner. Let an unpopular Prince of 
W^et, on hii coming to the throne, meet, by means of perfonal 
[rpreientatioii, a republican ^Houfe of Commoet— and monarobf 
wo)ilil either be extinguilhei), or the kingdom filled vrith blood 
«nd rapine ) but m either cafe, anarchy would^enfuf] and lead 
«<e more to dcfpotiCi), 

that 
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tbat tboji^ is as fatisfi<a:ory as praftlce. To which- 
fine inquiry I leave you as one fairly on a par with 
die philofophy of France. 

Still the -advocates for a reform return to die 
charge, and aflert, dut parliament, as elected at- 
prtfent, does not fpeak the will of :thc people, and 
that a Houfe of Commons ought to fpeak that' 
. will. The argameiit is a good one for thole who 
rdiB» thewy. But I contend, oh the contrary line 
of faft, that the profperity and happinefs we have 
enjoyed for a century, and never fo great as at pre- 
(eat *f is owing precifely to the Hoiife of Commons' 
NOT fpeaking the will of the people,- and I am' 
founded in the fa£l> fo notorious to all the world,' 
di*C fuch profperity has grown tO' its prefent height' 
under the influence of a Houfe elcfted not by per- 
Jqu, but by property If a parliament, ipeakingf 

* Hie reimtkaU^ tbait the cbanget whicli ban taken place in 
dor coiillitution, ^Icacly io &.vourcf the national libertiea are, by 
oar reformers, lamentei! as being inimicaJ to freedom. If there is 
ene leading pofition in M. De Lolfne's Treatife on the EngliAi 
ConftitntioD, more clearly proved than another, by reference to 
n»3ny gOTeming fafts in hiftory, ii is that of the impoitance of 
li^TtDg but one legiflatlre alTcmbJy In a kingdom ; yetin full op- 
pofition to a truth fo raanifcft, Mr. Grey, in his fpeech on reform,' 
Mayfth, 1793, Rated the union with Scotland to be a meafure 
itut bad dangerOufly increafed the power of Ihe Crown;' If there' 
M any .troth in the obferratlon of that ingenious foreigner, the 
union might, on the contrary, to be eonGdejed as one of the mo& 
iiBpwtant emts' at favour of liberty; '' 

therefore 
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fiierefore die voice »o? of thepeopUj has made us 
what we are, and if National AITemblies, fpeaking 
the voice of the people, have brought France to 
her prefcnt lituation, I have a double experiment 
to fupport irie in the affertron, that reforming or 
changing the conftitution of our Houfe of Com- 
. mons, fo dito make it ipeak fomc new voice, un- 
tried in this kingdom, would be a procedure on 
theory, and worthy of theorifts only. 

If corruption and influence have given a century 
of happincfs to this kingdom, and if purity and 
patriotifm can in four years fo cortlpletely ruin an 
empire, as they have ruined our neighbour, I beg 
for one, that the vices of England may govern me, 
and by no means the virtues of France j the vices 
of our governnlent have wealth, cafe, and profpe- 
j^ty in their train ; the virtues of theirs, operating 
by equal reprefentation, biennial eleftions, and un- 
corrupt majorities, have brought with the-.n blood- 
shed, anarchy, and ruin. The contrail: carries de- 
cifion in the front. '' 

A Word, however, might be faid on the point 
of pcrfonal reprefentation rendering the real will of 
the people fupreme. The futility of the idea is 
dembnllrated, in the conduft of the Affemblies fo 
chofen in France; their firft merit on Jacobin 
principles is that of fpeaking the fovcreign will of 
' the 
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iht people, by which cxpreffion is always under- 
iiood the majority : but fo trulty abominable is this 
i^ttem of governmenc, that there has not been a 
fingle inftance of great and marked iniportance, in 
which the minority, and commonly a very fmall 
mindrity, has not, by jneans of terror,, carried all 
before them. The Conftitucnt Aflembly aded 
an defiance of their caliiers, whicJi were the inftruc- 
tions given them by their conftituents; and they 
4id this with a mob raging at their doors, in their 
gallery, and even on their benches, and in-.tfie 
<hair of their prefiden£. I mean in theiiindameiv-, 
tals of the conftitution, fuch as maintaining the 
cnoaarchy,.&Cvi in many fecondary objeflis of im- 
portance, the Conftitucnt Aflembly obeyed their 
cahiersj as I have fljewn in another place. "What 
that AfTembly did that was good, is however of 
the le^ poHible confequcnce, for the plained of 
all reafons ; they formed, at the fame time, a con- 
flitution that could not fupport itfclf^ and confe- 
^uently tlie good things they did were .committed 
to the winds. Whatever has appeared refpcftabic 
in repiefentation in France, was in that 6rft Af- 
fembly,; the fecond was mobj and for the third 
the kennels were fwept. The fecondj at one 
ftroke, knocked down all that was built by the 
Erft. It remains yet to be feen, whether the third 
will not do the fame by the fecond j every ftep 
xhcy.hivc hitherto taken has been a pa)ge from the 

code ■ 
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eodit of afisrthff. The Nafional ACfaftbly aAed 
wnder the , domjoioii of the pikes of Paris j wi(_ 
aels that memoraWe vote, coniccraKd to eternal 
ia&my, when 280 voices, hawing dnren, by me- 
naces, utd blood, and maflacre, the majority tD 
aWeiice or filencc, dcthioned the King, and abo- 
. IHhed the conftitutioD, whach aU France had fwoni 
to live and die with, The Conrreaaoi]^ which has 
aflcinfated fince, have exhibit^ the fiaxe ^ri^tads. 
hate been inceffmtfy bsllicd by the n«b in the 
gatlniesj have voted «^ai»ke at their tfannis, 
and cnfted in die hourly expeStadon of betng air 
knred to cxi& no longer } mtudcitd-chtiir prince by 
a nv^oiity of>w voices though their law required 
ihree-foiathiB at leaft &r declaring guilt, or for 
pronouncing death; and the minority obodned by 
the menaces of the aflafiins paid by EgalUi. The 
confoinniation of political infaniy ] The nnirder 
1^ the bcft prince tt^t ever fat upon the tlmme of 
France : the only monarch that country ever knew, 
that was a real friend to liberty, or that ever fin- 
tcrtly wiflied to render his people truly happy. 
A great and awful leHon to all the princes of the 
world t-—«oc a kffiui teaching mildnefs; attention 
to complaints; an ear to the fi-iends of innovation, 
a prote&ion of arts, and literature, and philofophy ; 
not an inftrudion to enlighten j not a call to teach 
the ignorant; not a with to foften power into per- 
fuafiopj or to change the ftern didates of authority 
H for 
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for the mild voice of humanity and feeling. KO: 
diis great abomination demands other fentimentSi 
and ought to generate (for the real felicity of the 
human race) a tighter reign in the jaws of that 
mon&CT, the vorft and molt hideous caricature of 
human depravity, the metaphyseal, philofophical, 
atheiftical. Jacobin republican j—^jhorred for ever» 
for holding out to all thefovereigns of the earth, 
that the only prince who era voluntarily placed 
bounds to his own power-l-DIED FOR IT ON 
THE SCAFFOLD, and ruined his people while 
he deftroyed himfelf. He gave ear to thofe who 
told him of abufes} he wiOied to ea/e his people; 
he fought popularity; he allowed the liberty of the 
prefs, and would not reftr^n even itslicentiouf- 
nefs i he cheriflied the arts, to produce a David s 
and nouriflied, in the bofbm of protected fcience, a 
Condorcet*i he would not ihcd the blood of tnu- 
tors, confpiruon, and rebels f j he It&ned to thofe 

who 

• That it to fay, the rirtuoua meritorioui charaAer, of whMn 
we havcpMrt who have publicly decUred themfelMi freiid tf hit 
ttTTtj^mitnee. Let thofe, who would wifh to know him well, read 
hit charafler in La Mttbrie Jmmtd Plyfiqttr, and die nieinoin of 
die afiAflinacioD'of the Duke dc la Rochefoucauld. 

t And thli hunuKitjr called on hit memory the abominably uil- 
feeling remark, which I have fomewhete read, in the regifter, I , 
lupppfe, of fome night cellar, that Ibt pb^eal pain it /uffered in bif 
exttvlitn toas Ufs than tbt fio^ tormtnli tf La FaytiU. Did the 
imttttnt L^uii declare that infurrtam, by which ibey both fell, t» 
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who petitioned for a REFORM.-^We also have 
diofe who demand a REFORM— and when the 
legillacure of this. kingdom, unwarned by this greac 
example, Ihall liften to the doftrines that have 
drenched France frith blood, we alfo may fee fpec- 
tacles too horrid now to think of,- did not the late 
tragedy tell us, ;hat no iniquity is- too black for 
republican refomution. 

This damned 'event, deep writtm in the cha- 
ncers of hell, has thrown' a ftupor over man- 
kind: when the princes and l^jlators of the 
world recover, from it,' the obfcrvation of Nfachia-' 
velU, will not probably be forgotten : Percbi con 
fachiffimi ejfempijardi piU fieto/Oy cbe qutlli U qttali 
per freppa, pieli Ittfidano Jeguire i di/ordini- ende naj~ 
cbinp ectffimi e rapi^. .:'.'.: ' ■ ; 

It is well enough amorigft men, wHo liever fee a' 
TCtnote caufcj when an immediate one us befoni 
dwm, to attribute this deep ilain ia hununannali 
to the butchers who' are in the Convention; in like 
manner the ambition of Cromwdl was the dire& 
caufe of the death of Charles I. : Jnic tke& tixe noc 
the firft caufesi they are rather the natural rcfulc 

be tbt m»JI /aered rf dmietf And ixe the dilhlnB vf tbs Hutb6c 
of thatfentimnttelin^ngtothe kaeesof a father leading to exe- 
cution! The more ^acobinlfm we read, the more amiable it ap- 

H 2 •£ 
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of {»cc«Mng^ ffvents. It h ttot Rotwrfpkpr mUK 
]Egalite that hkve muidered Loitt3> it was Nedier* 
with hhdtui'lsriersi it i» PERSONAL, R££RE- 
SENTATIGN H> which tlus horrible ctwaei^pm- 
ceded (and vrhkh will be fbUowcd) by^ fix many 
others^ iS' alone to be atcributedi- And&axMvrtr 
ftmilar deed* again blot the 5a£ioiial chai>a£(Krof'' 
this kingdom, it is not the wietcfaes' who dat^ifyfOH 
Same diftant convention of anarchy, ta whom the 
' miichief flioiid be attr&t^eii^ btit. Ryotir itk- 
FORaxRs;. ta<rot Jacobin advoeatea. for. ffey « i > ifl >y 
Cftitrcprefcntadont for doing that fadre which tla»- 
dvlugcd France in her btft blood. SiK^- k pw-' . 
fami reprefentation ; fuch is tifaeJoveieigH itriJiof 
a mob ;. fuch i& the m^tify of the people >• fuch Js: 
liberty, when Jbohded on Ei^tialityi and IMghtt of 
Man! Reprefentation deftroji. itf^^antignu^ 
rates, with infaliiUe certainly, an ol^rchy of 
mobbilh dearilgc^!;uc% tHh oCidl other- voicef^ iftat 
leaA heard is the real wUibf thopeqple: zfto vanes 
4echa the #ill of 74$, in the l^iOaose 1, aodr 
iT>-ooo voicn- in FiUis are the ojgamof i§<9^so9 
TOKrsHI.Bad as you may' mahc Eotan'bonm^u^ 
are they at bad-ttt this^ 

** Haeditary Icgjflators," fays Painc, " are ai 

iAifurd as heitdlisu^ irife men ; and as ridlculout 

as. an hereditary poet-laureate" Tou ihall niake 

than 
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than 'IbQ: vJiat yoti plealJe, providol you do .net 
«peii the door af z convcation.: What ore repre- 

SEMrATirCSgCUSCTEI) VI TftS-OEHERAL SVFB&AQE 

«7 A N AiMON ? Of what ia the prdent Convemioa 
of Frtacpconipofcd-? Of the loweft,,poo«ft, msft 
l^rofljg^cp, andmoflimxthklsof tbepec^c— of the 
Xcum of gaol^ of their g^llies^ and df our hulk& 
-—of zobhersj and ctit-throti% without chara£tei^ 
-without fertune, without a hope uiyicr any fySrnn 
but thftt of anarchy— and of perfons of a ddbrip- 
ti<H]' not <]uiie fo low, but of .x^ara^ni, if p()fi*^kh 
mofc J>lafied than thofe of butchers or taylors caa 
be. What is Condorcet, Paincj Bnfibt, Rab- 
beaulii "What arc they but nwn who provev 
that iisrne -educayHont fome knowiodge^ iboie ta~ 
iencs> jue neccflary to fitdc mankind into us loweft 
juid. bafeft ftace of depreOloB apd guilt i Who 
can doubt of our having men of all thefe dffcrip- 
tions in England i Some have been Jedulous to 
Kg^ftflr t^f names on the tablets of .chat Conten- 
tion. — iCmpty j3ur gaols— ^op the Ihips :thit.are 
{uling tp Botany pajr — apd whocan queftioo tha^ 
•with the a^ftance of .our rcfonping jfocieti^, wc 
could form a Britiili Comrention} that n%ht rival 
in merit the Aflcmbly at Pvis ? Men in fufficient 
number^ raight be found, and of fufficient po- 
verty, who would confider a -feat ia a Kattonal 
Convention of England, with boundlefs p^wer to 
H 3 rob 



bvGoogIc 



( loa ) 

tob and murder> as the confummation of human 
happinefs. Can such men be friends to the 
PRESENT WAR i No, afluTcdly. It blots their 
profpeftS — ^it -brings perdition to their hopes. ' Pow- 
erfully as they are inftigated to deprecate a war— 
juft in that degree are all honeft men, the friends 
of Uw and order, bound to blefs the wifdom of 
government, that has awakened to the dangers 
that threatened us, and taken the efFeaual means 
of WAR tafecure to us ourhoufes, our properties 
jind eftates, our laws, our religion, and our lives. 
A war in fuch a caufe, founded in fuch motivesj 
was never before a queftion in Britain. Will you 
.|uve a municipality in your hall, and a pike iii 
your bofom, widi what fome men call peace? or 
■will you keep French afiaflins at a diftance, and 
Englifli Jacobins amenable to En^Ufii law, by a 
WAR? 

To return from this dlgrcffion — the abfolute 
nonfenfe of all that Paine fays on the diftin£t 
patures of a conftitution and a government,, ap- 
plied not to a fcederation of independent repub- 
iics as America, but confounded, as he cOnfounds 
it with the new conftitution of Prance, was glo- 
rioufly exemplified in the National Aflembly, 
(which was the government) deftroying the confti- 
tution J demanding of the people (that is of anar- 
chy) to make a new one. Here the fa£t clearly is, 
- that 



UiglizcobvCoOgIC 



that an equal reprefentatioTi) fitting in one heufe, an4 
:in a great city, bad the power to defiriy a eonftitu- 
tion tfiablifiied andjwotn to hy all France; and the 
conclulion is, that, let the next conftitution be what 
tc may, it will be equally in the power of the go- 
vernment of the day> aflembling at Paris, to de- 
ftroy that alfo. 

An argument I have heard much urged is this— 
diat fomething Ihould be granted to moderate 
men, in ordef to fcpiwate them from the republican 
party. It is urged, that the obftinacy of the legis- 
lature, granting nothing, drives moderate men to 
alTociate with others not equally moderate in their 
views ; but if a temperate reform were to be efFefted , 
or even commenctd by the Icgiflature, all who are 
at prefent with reafon difcontented, would be de- 
tiched froiti the reformers, and the violent party 
would link for want of notice. 

In replying to tMs common objeftion, I do not 
mean to afibrt, that all innovation Ihould always 
be f^e£ted ; I would only bring to the recolleftion 
of moderate men ccrtun circumlUnces which it 
is fair to weigh. ' 

The clubs, afibclations, and focieties, who af- 

femble with views of enforcing reformation, on 

certain plans proje£Ud by various writers, fome 

H4 moderate. 
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SMderatCt ibaie vioienti have publHtidd wpeatedl^ 
to the wo-ld the principles -oa 'whic^ they wcHild 
Saatid the national freedom, and the mukifarious 
chat^cs they would raake in the coniUtutions 
thefc very generally go to great lengths. WhUo 
iipaginattons ace heaeed by.tl^ CKaenple of France j 
while the mofl: unlimited panegyric is profufidy 
lavifhed pn the Revolution; .while the demands 
made ace of a nature that threueo the entire over- 
throw of our government; while thofe R^hts of 
Man, which have deluged France in blood, are 
openly profcfled as leading principles in the jm- 
provemems called for here, it tnay $ittd^ be ad- 
mitted in candour, as a fair reply to jthe mode- 
rat&— that to ^ive a litUe, v^tea a great deal 19. 
demandedj does not &em {he way to <quiet clft- 
• niour^; and when, by a thou&nd publlcadoos and 
retblutions, it is declared, that Personal 'Rxpkb- 
szNTATiOH is the penacea for all wur evils (though 
under a hundred various names), and demanded 
even with threats and nKoaqes, it mUft be pal- 
pable to evcpy confiderate man, that finall coa- 
cefljons to latisfy the moderate would be loft ia 
the .agitation of the moment— defpifcd as the con- 
ceffions of timidity, wrefted from ffear, not granted 
by conviftion. They would be made a vantage 
ground for new demands; and damour, inflcad 
of'beingfilcncedj-wbuld YQciferate wldi .renewed 
vigpyr. 

AH 
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. Ail doHUBids, thcrefoce, that cpmt ludtf, the 
theory or pra&ice of pctfoDal repre^Dtatioo^ Ihould 
be ftii&ed, on principle, with fumods ; and a de- 
fmnkied Fcfalution never to take that Rt& ibep to 
Aoarcbjr, confiifloo, bloodshed, and jKohm&a, 
which, in onfe word, fuDQs tq> aU chat is atcocious 
io pcditical depravity. This ought to be CQo&decoct 
as tihe oi^y Jtioe of demarcation clearly defined, 
iliat jepac9tes modcratioa of fcntimwt &gfia uif4« 
ai^ of innovation* 

•* When the right," fays Paine, " to make a 
conftitutioii is eftabiiflied in a mtiofi, theoe is no 
fear dtat it will be employed to .its own ii^uiy* 
A nabtm can have no dBt«s£& in beaog wiiong," 
But here, as m every page of his wfH-k, tbe prac* 
tice o£ France is the,j)^lyjo the ^dMWHy-^ hia 
fiidition. That Jringdosi ^^tbUfised Aeh Tight; , 
and what was the oonfoquencei Why tf prored 
no more than the right to cut her >own throat. Ic 
was .employed to mudi more fban her injury, for 
k was employed to her uccer deftrui^ion. , Th^t « 
nation can have no intcr^.in beif)g' wnxig, is « 
tnieilmi but in contradidion to her own incereft^ 
&e chafe never to be right. .What is the force 
and worth of itich a writer's eternal ftrings of af- 
fertion, when brought to :ite ttft of JFcench ex- 
periment! 

. ... , The 
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The principle of var coii(Htution is the repre* 
fentatitMi of property ; impcrfeaiy in theory, but 
efficiently in practice; by means of apparent de- 
feds, but which, perhaps, are difguifed merits, 
die great mafs of property, bodi landed, momed, 
and commercial, finds itfelfreprefentedi and that 
the evils of fuch reprefentation are trivial, will ap- 
pear from the cafe, happinefs, and fecurity <^ all 
the lower dafles, hence poOibly virtual rcpre- 
lentation t^dces place, even where the real feems 
inoft remote. 

If virtual reprefentation is good, would not real 
fcprelentation be better?— No, replies experi- 
ment; it has been tried in France, and failed ea~ 
tirdyi real perfonal reprefentation is not a people 
well governed, but the government of the people t 
iftat is to fay, ansrchy and ruin. If parliamou 
a£ts from the iniinediate impulfe of the people 
and it can a£b no otherwife with perfonal reprefen- 
tation, the wifdom of the community is governed 
fcy die ftrfly of it. While experience gives the 
linng and energic fan£tion to this principle, in the 
cleareft and moft^nqxieftioned profperity that any 
pation ever yet enjoyed, would ic not be infinity 
to rifle this fair inheritance, this rich poflefEon, on 
the crude deductions of new theories ; on fuppo- 
Jitious improvement ; ideal benehts, and Ipecula- 
tive rcfomiation? Yet this Is pleaded for by the 
advocates 
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advocates for Rights of Man. On grounds of 
fuch pure theory, a prudent fanner would not 
change the culture of a turnip field; yet thefe re- 
formers, on no better foundation, call for altera- 
tions in a government that has given profperity to a 
great empire. 

It is faid, that eniery commoner in England^ wi« 
dees not vote for a member of parliament, is ajlave, 
b'ecattfe tbey are governed iy rulers whom other mem 
have Jet over them *. The French were exa£Hy cf 
the fame opinion — they adopted this theory — and 
it became in praEtice — ^what ? — -^bere are, fays the 
fame writer, in England^ one million two hundred 
^nd eighty thot^and maiejlave^. So acute a cal- 
culator fhould tell us how many flaves there are in 
France; he may firft count all except the Conven- 
tion, and when he enters the holy temple of that 
virtuous aOembly, he may afk which are the maf- 
t«s, ,the members who obey, or the tribunes who 
command ? 

Nor let us fo^;et that thefe men have been 
equal friends to the French Revolution from the 
beginning, and they are fteadily fo at this mo- 
ment } under the ConlUtuent ABcmbly, they ap- 
jH-oved, and publifhed panegyrics on the annilu* 
lacion of orders : under the nest aflembly, they re- 

J 51* Fttfle'i SMiritr, page ii, 

joiced 
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i<Hc«d Jit xbe .dcmoUcipB «f ToyaiOjf i aod jaodtx th: 
Conven:uon, all che horrors -wc have leca ate iiv- 
fu£icjea{ to nntoyc tturir ai^FotuLCioa. Does ixtf 
diis >co9ilu& prove ckarly, that whfn xhefe poU- 
;p.cja^ kU us .they riKjUj aod wiHx xaoderate 'and 
temperate reform only, they inftUt our aadcrftand^- 
ings ? If ^y really defired any dung Ihort (^ 
dw total -overthrow of our gsJvenuncnt, would riiey 
cpiUjmK to enli£t» to fpeak* and i6 write, und^ 
^Jacobin banners ? Would they exalt the deftruc- 
^pa of the old government of Fraooc^ as the 
^reateft eve.nt of hiftory ? Would they j^ry ia 
Frwich eycnn^ ^cited as they have been by pr^ 
.Ici^^onBa^dmafiacwi l^ou .vaqt ooly teqagc- 
satt r^xpy—i wiU tsU ym «hM you want, hjr 
the company yp« Jtficp — if you are a party in af- 
fpciatiops, you w^t tsat iiir-|«hich jJ»fe afibd- 
atipas combine-p-if ym .call for peiional repie- 
. ^entatioji, you (ydl&r that which pcrfonalc^Be- 
iemation has giv^ to i'r^nce-— if you demand a 
popular Aflembly, fubjeftcd to popular phrenzy* 
you demand the effeiSs which ibch an Aflembly 
ipco^itced with air ^gfa^ow^ You ivauld go 
^y conain kngthsHiwt you,herd with thofe, and 
jgiwe them your ^WKitenance who you kww Wf^ld 
jiufli£«ent5 muchfurt^r; haveJBcnot; thaxfyre, 
Kafon for judging di«N5tlly from jloqr aaiofS, di«t 
;you ja^B more ^t^ yc»j think polkieal toaww f 
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K is curious to remark the condoft of certain 
inet^ calling tIninfelTes moderate; who make the 
lOttr of i^ovnang focietn^, but quit them vihen 
they gs Hv fsri There anrfocfeiio* cUanwous . 
jmongft the jFrwBiir of the Ptopte^ who have ftnick 
their names out of the CmfiituHnid Society ^ as they 
ioimd' ia viWft- ttx) bcrfd: tfrisr nrthe c«aa mi^ 
it^ture of a Iterohitioli ; ditf fi^infHgatdK tiraht;' 
pfeifc^, a mbdtffaterMfbniittf abtifes^ and^ w6el^' 
tiinr com^iOK dr!fe ii. ttxitf, tiny (i^stti 
but fudi cdmpanibns do ttorll^t^ their |tt^it 6>r 
itent 6f moderate rflCnj *ho, bsrtheh- ciJUhtehdMce, 
faroughtihe ai-de%ring irnw cowfeqciertcft, and it- 
is rfwff (la longet In Aeiif txjwer to Ibpffefs than. ■ , 
l'hustheO*//r«^«tf/5wiiryjt!tough quitted by the* 
refpcftabfe, .wete not thefdfeftlSbffli!, trot at the bai^ 
of theConVcrttton of FraJttei'haarrficcOmingCbii-. 
vatrion of Ertgland : rfw; ffKn^o dfOittCd die don-^ 
&imAoti^Socktyy0qmtihe\^^ttfa/tJ^peofflrr^ 
wheti thvf !law ft'ufffid'flg AeliriftJrievom into a fi>-'_ 
ciety (rf i(hpo»tanc6, thtff wlHfaedlfWen ©ut if they' 
itftife to go all Ungths, artd wift find that tfteoAly' 
iijfult, of thtif mddtrate views, hajbeaiwpfo- 
mote, andbrihg into efficacy, &i£ ihimodettttie de-' 
ligns of thoft who thirik otu- confllitution the' tem- 
ple of D^on i and that to letfel it tri the di^ \i a' 
duty, in order that out of its ruihs may arife the 
" heavenly fwtn" and " dcfightful vifion" of a 
French Convention. Whit is the conclufion ?— 
That 
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That the Brft lines of difcoment are in fad: die 
moft dangerous ; that niodcrate reform. Or any . 
reform at all, on frinsipUt is a furc Qep to all thu 
followed refonn in Frances Jacobinifoi^ anarchy,, 
and blood. 

The prefent aoxiety, real or pretended, for the 
true frincipUs, furifyt ajx^/pirit of the, coiiftitu- 
' tion, is an extraordinary proof how far imaginary, 
evils canprevailamidlt real bleOlngs. The people, 
are free, but they afe anxious to know the prin- 
ciples of their freedom: they are happy, but they 
ipull know in what confifts the fpirit of their hap- 
pinefs : they are fecure, t^ut they muft have their 
ffcurity analized. Dp. they find, that their bread 
fftils to npuriih them, . becaufc they do. not under* 
ftaiid the diftint^ qualities of Its conftituent 
jparts— its ftarch, its ^charine, and its glutinous - 
particles ? Does roaft beef lofe its nutritive qua-* 
lities, becaufe they know not. the hidden operation 
by which grais isconvertedj through the cheiniltry. 
of nature, into die flefli of an ox?, There arc. 
men, in ev«y poliflied fociety, whofe educati<m,^ 
for^ne, habits, an4 ftudies, enable them, by long 
and diffiult experiments, to bring to light the hid- 
den works of nature i but it would be folly to ima-. 
glne that the mals of mankind can make them- 
felves matters of fuch knowledge: yet this is eafier 
to acquire, than to uaderftand the difficult nm* 
chine^y 
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ctuDoy of a complex goveminent. L^erty; may be 
the general refult, and felt by die moft ignorant of 
the people; but to know what are the ieffefts of 
evety movement; what would be the refult of 
withdrawmgawhee1>orof sddingafptiing; in what 
manner the general harmony would be'a&ded; 
ihcfc art inquiries to which the mafs of mankind 
are abfolutely inadequate./ The beft infi»ined and 
mpft enlightened pcrfons yary in their opinions ; a 
proof that experiment is the only fure guide : — , 
but to extraft from hiftory thofe fa£t3 that bear 
upon the quellion — to f^>iu'ate theory from prac- 
tice — and to draw from experience the cafes that 
are in point — is a bufii^is which demands educa- 
tion to inftruft, and leifure to reBed.- The in- 
portant queftion is not, who are fitted for the in- 
quiry ? butj who ari net ? and it is fimply irapof- 
fible that the people thould be fo. It would be 
abliird to fuppofe, that the town of Nottingham 
can produce 3500 men fitted for fiich inquiries; 
who, denunding changes in the con^tution, can 
know what the effeS of thofe changes would be. . 
It is palpable, therefore, at the firft fight, fi-om 
their mere number, that they petition for they 
know not what. Teji we knorv well that we are 
not repre/ented, and we want to be/o. Was your 
father reprefentcd? No. Was your grandfather 
reppefent^ ? No. Were any of your anceftors re- 
presented? Nb, Why, then, you demand a no- 
velty 
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vdty: you demand that people flioald be reprc^ 
fented, who never were reprefeated. That is a 
change in the government. Do foa know what 
woold be the refult of that change ? No. Why 
then go home and nuke ftockings> but do not pre- 
tend to fabricate gorermncnts *. 



• Medtidu Ihtar infenMrpOfahigfekr ctafe, iMltl 
more mifchievoui, aOnm^J freUj Sal^at t lubjt it tio fit m iit 
moutbf Hei^bl havttapwirtdyfsi Ihuia'wtll lie re/alt; nrrup. 
iitn n-taU be btaajbedffan tie teaJliMian. But the anrwer to this 
gmtleiilali ttfaciaa xt )«S k* dteifiw. V he IniHlLfi»n^n{y % 
impllet thu that romething at pttfont txtta in the conAictitioft | 
and it cannot cxift in it, vithout being > part of it j it maj b« 4 
bad part, but it is a part. Thus you take frojn a complex ma- 
chinery B wheel ! — Do yon know Iww the mKhirie will g» when 
fba( wheel is remoTcdr what ii the ufcrer bnt TitteKT > ■■■■« 
la comparing llie conflitutioD to. a-machine that hat ^m well foe 
■n buadred years, perhapi it in indrSerent whether ajkaue (whicb 
thd* KTonne.i call carrnption, and they might Call it ^dutter^ 
with u much fruth} be teimeif Ac oil or the dnft of the matftiBC^ 
foi if it hat gone well fbra century, and reeoMr while eortain wtMt» 
are half covered with duA, to go better than formerly) I would no 
maw allow the dull to be hrulhed ai*a^, Ain I would permit 
ritt oil to be KmoTed. I might pcHiap* eoAcIudet that the engi^ 
neer had made an tnos in calculating the delivery of the oil, whkA 
the duft correfled) and the goi^g of the machine would never fail 
to tell Ste when it wanted cleantng. InSuenife, however, i» not 
the ia% but the oil of the nMcbiiK. Tlic eonAiRition nrvcrtrenf 
for a moment without iflflucHcB) eod ta removS it <n»ilii be lakinjl 
nway the oil which has given a century of finooChnellE. And 
may not the obfirvation be applied wiih double foree, when I fee 
a neighbour who ha« been fo bufy in brnlhing, and deailing, and 
oHing, and taking fprings out, and putting wheelt iata tlil mad 
chine, that the ubole is tumbled sbo^t hia can t ■ 

« tot 
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** For fome time after the lettli?mehtt of the 
Saxons in £ngland> thdr Haves were in the f^me 
'circumftances with their horfes, oxen, ' dows, and 
ffaccp, except that it was not falhionable to kill 
and cat them. The truth is, thefe Unhappy men 
could not fo much as call their lives their own, 
for thefe might have been taken from them by 
dmr mafters, with pcrfcSt impunity, and by ^ly 
other pcrfon, for paying their price to then- 
owners." Bgnry^ vol. iii. p. 332. Now I would 
wifti to know, whether thefe petitioners for re- 
ftorri^ the confutation toits original purity (which 
purity is e^lained by fomanyrcformers to allude to 
Saxon times) are defiirous of exchanging their pre- 
fcnt liberty ander George III. for that which their 
anccftors enjoyed, under the Ethcldreda and Ethel- 
wolfs of Saxon dynafties ? The fituation, rightsi, 
privifcges, and enjoyments of Englifli free-men^ 
are infufficient; — They county among the oncmiF- 
lion, two hundred and eighty thoufand flave5> 
regiftered by a reformer, and therefore they de- 
fire . to go back to the pure difpenfations of Saxoii 
equality, when Be who knocked the poor people 
on the head, p^d the fine of fo many bulhels of 
wheats provided they bdonged not to him. Thii 
is literally and correftly die demand of thofe 
workmen and labouring poor, who now afk for 
die original purity; principles, or fpirit of the 
Engjifli Conftitution. Not contented with roaft 
I beef. 
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beef, diey pedtioo for . a Saxon cudgel on their 
backs 1 am} indeed the objeft of their deUres would 
be noc iU adapted to their delerts. The lower the 
claflcs are in foctety at prefenti the lel^ realoa 
have they to be diflTattsficd ; and the i&ore ' pre- 
pofterous are their complaints relative to any ori- 
ginal purity of government, not enjoyed by them 
at prefent. The anceilora of men in the higher 
claffes might pofiibly have been mwe free j or, if 
not more free themfelves,- at leaft had more power 
over all below them ; but as to the lower orders 
of fociety at prefent, their anceftors muft ather, 
have been in a better fituation, loft by their own 
folly (an evjl no government can cure), or in as 
mean a one in ancient timesj in which cafe they 
were the (laves, villains, and btmdmen <^ land- 
Droprietors : at ail events, therefore, the working 
poor of this age have the lead polTible reafon for 
cooiplaint, on this principle of reafoning and fom~ 
parifm. 

The revoluuons that have changed the relative 
pofition of' families, in the long courie of eight 
hundred or a thoufand years, have been fo great, 
that there are now very few land proprietors, whofe 
. anceftors were Saxon Thanes : the great mafs of all 
the higher claffes of fociety at prefent, are pro- 
bably defcended from the villains and flaves of 
diat period, or from wnigrants from the reft of 
_; - Europe. 
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Europe. And we may firmly alftft, without ap- 
prehenlion of a rational contradiction, that (com- 
paring the prrient age with any preceding one) 
there is not a Angle clafs, order^ or let of men 
(country gentlemen ■ of fmali eftates alone excepted) 
who are not in a better fttuation at this moment, 
than their anceftors at any former periods. And 
if the compwifon be made between this age, and 
the early ones of our conlHtution, th^t is> the time 
of the Saxons, or the three firft centuries after the 
conqueft, no clafs whatever have experienced fo 
great ah amelioration as that of the labouring 
poor, of whatever denomination ; as might eafily 
be fliewn, were this the proper place for it ; for 
the other clafles were free in thofe earjy ages, but 
thcfe were slaves. 

If any attempts, at fo perilous a feafon, to re- 
form the conllitution, muft be attended with fuch 
unqueftionable danger, realbning as we mayjuftly 
do on the experiment of France, it will follow, 
that EVERY INTEREST in this kingdom is 
bound to reflft, with the utmoft folicitude, fuch 
mifchievous projefts, the execution of which 
atnongft our neignbours, ha; deluged a great 
kingdom with univerfal ruin. 

THE LANDED:iNTERESTisimmedia:el/ 

and moft eflentially concerned i for the poilbnof 
I 2 equaliqr 
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•quaUty' in principle^ and in French pra^ice, tend* 
dut:&iy to their ruin : die fate, c^ iatidlords, in 
l<'nuice, is too well known to want zqKtition ; their 
eftates feised ; their chatuus plundered and i burnt; 
their mva and daughters violated j and themfehces 
either murdered or driven into exile i and this -to 
an alnwft incredible extent. I have ieen details 
nhich Ihew that the landed propertjr of more than 
iialf the kingdoR) has changed hands. The' hr- 
mers have not much more to boaft of, for the^ have 
paid desrly &r their exemption &cun tidies is 
the violent attacks made on the fize of (aitiis and 
ConTequentdivifion; the hard filver 'wiiich, under 
the efti government, ^as the price of their pro- 
itf&St is become paper depreciaud to half its vakie 
under the new ; and even this wretdied fubftitotc 
they are not allowed to receive at a fair mu'ket; 
their trotmeat in this refpeft has been already de~ 
liulpdi OMt-yo.ted, and mivfequently cheated in 
^yation ; at market plundered by the mob j at 
hqnnc. plundered by the military. Are thcfe fafta 
tp mal^e gur Englilh yeomanry and farmera wiih 
ya try char fkiU a,c meodiog the cc-iftiuition l Are 
^hey qalculatpd to give us any refpcftfor clubs and 
focieties, whofe ol^e^t is the reform d* that confti- 
tution which has rendered our fituatian dJce^y 
the reverfe of France ? Do fuch fafts. give us 
- tt»fon tf} love the men who want ta invert your 
plOM^iha$e4 in^ pakes, and youx couUer& inta 
daggers? 
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daggers ? Who would reconxneod you to change 
your Tickles for the fabrcs of a compsaty of patriot 
contraaors ? Gentlemen who have Ihewn thon- 
Xelves exceedingly adroit in cutting down fields c^ 
French^ corn. I wilh you to make experimtiiis in 
fauibandry, but do not let them be of this com- 
■{dexion: do not let odier men> and efpeclail^ re!'-' 
fomiers, make experiments on your property, your 
breadi and your blood; three;obje£ts ilpon which 
inaay experiments have been tried in FrahcCi arid 
ve Jiaye fcen th^ the fuccefs has not beeo fujch as 
gives OS rcafon to try our hands at the-faoie werict. 
for, in one word, their property is gone -, for bread 
they havjc the bark of trees ; and as to blood, it is 
the only manure the ficldsof France have fef n frorh 
the (irft moment Ihe lifliened to reformers. Is Ihe 
then to us an example or a warning? 

Traders and manufa^hirers can prefently con- 
vert their wealth into money, and fly with it on 
ptper wings wherever [voperty remains fccuttt 
but the farmer is chained to a Ipot; his property 
is invefted in the foil he cvltivates ; he has no 
power of movnnent, ba.t m^ft abide the. beating 
of the ftorra, be it pJcUefs as it may.— To himt 
therefor^ the new fangled doctrines (^ equality 
ought to appear in all their native deformity ; for 
they are do&ines that «nd directly to bis deftruc-^ 
tton; and from whofe peftilencjal inBuence he 
Canoot, lUte others, &j. 

I 3 THE 
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■ THE MONIED INTEREST, in moments 
of convuWion, have fome advantages, from the 
more portable nature of their wealth ; but the warn- 
ing of France may inftruft, that nothing can efcape 
the depredations flowing from the Rights of Man. 
Their national debt, amounting to 300 millions 
fterling, has been treated not altogether with the 
delicacy Ihewn to the public creditors of England, 
for every fort of bankruptcy, but a nominal and 
declared one, has been committed; and the intercft 
■on funds and mortgages paid, has been in' aflig- ■ 
nats : if a man fells ftock, he receives aflignats ; 
and though afTignats are portable, what is their 
value on the exchange of London, or the Stadt- 
houfe at Amftcrdam • ? — Of ninety millions fter- 
ling 

• Tlie aftoniftiing and daily coinage of aflignats, by the Con- 
vention, mult have effe&s which they do oat fecm cleaiiy to 
' fonCit ; from their readinefs to iSiie paper, it Ihould feem that 
they exptH a polTiblc cootinuance of the fame (aciliiy, but in 
this tliey will cenainly -find themfclrc* deceived. The amount in 
tirciilation much eiceeds what is known. The number of 
forgers of filre alEgnat*, now in their gaols, proves this h& ; but 
tl]E great deluge i« not by men within tbeir power. The Princes, 
ihe Duke of Brunrwick, and- all the enemits of Frame in every 
place they came to, left in cii-culatlon immenfe quantities: and 
<»hat is Hill vrorfe, their own luccelTet in Flandcr;, and on the 
Rhine, had the fame effefl ; no town was taken that was not well 
provided i though depreciated, this currency made good plunder . 
for foldltrs, who were hardly at the tiouble of plundering in or- 
der to procure it. This exeeflive introdiiAion was probably the 
reaibn for the countrymen abfelutHy reiiiliiig to take them. Dans 
le Bclgiijue, let babitani dei campagncs ne veulent pas re«evoir 
d'allignats } 
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ling of former, currency, eighteen-twcntiethshave' 
difappeired. The monied n^cn have, therefore, 
loft ftock and ca(hi the want of credit has fol- 
lowed j fo. without fonds, credit,- or cafh, and no- 
diing foca in lJ*e immenfe vacuity hut aflignats, 
the monied intereft of France muft flouri8i maf- 
velloufly. Is there any thing in this piftnre that 
fliould make the monied intereft of England fond 
of revolutions,' 

■ Unite thcfe circumftanccs with the horrible de- 
ficiency of the prefent year's revenue ; the expence 
they are at in hard calh, for purchafing foreign 
corn, to prvent their ftarvingi the immenfe. ef- 
forts they muft make for the next campaign i the 
gnowing habit -of the people not to pay taxes j and 
the Univerlal decline of both manufa6hircs and com- 
merce ; jt muft then be apparent to every eye that 
their gafconading jdecree of war^agatnll the conftitu- 

d'airigBats-; ce Siknik irient de «e que l« cmigrC) en ont ce_- 
pandu un inuiiitiide dc faux. Monil. Dec. 14.— They have 
xheir own cemirnt ieiufl iotgiiiei as welt at othen, for it 11 a Vu- 
rioui circumliincc, that ihe new alTignati are ifltied without being 
nuilibei(d, aod confequently jnay be bf KR//ulrr'!^ia$ead*cf mil- 
lions: thii ha) been tfferted in the .ConventJun, anil jet uncontra- 
diAed. Of the fame complexion h thefafl, that in the Moriiteur, - 
die Nationri Gazette, the price of the IbuM dW in aflignats has 
fiorbeenpublilhed for fome moBthi pall, which was always regu* 
lariydojiebefore.— — Debtxcporled by Chabot, Monit. jU March, 
l,o]4.,g jj,9So lir. — Inteiell, }S7,S44,949 liv.^Anreart of taxca, 
according to Claviere, 647,gi7,l9Cliv. 

I 4 ' tioiw 
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tioits of ^ their neighbours, is an effort ofiltipair. 
ShpuI4 rebellions fail tbcm~lhould th«y mifs die 
■ fafety which Paiiic be^ke for tbemr-V* when 
France flisjl be furrounded with ReToluwpns, ihc 
will be in peace and fafety"— they wjlifind intemah 
ruin of every fortdiffeminating too faft-to be fop- 
porwd — the people will find themfelvcs in a fitm- 
tion helpiefsj proportioned to their fuccefsf for 
their paper, on the frontier, isnotofhrif the value 
it bears in the intericr of the kingdcnn. This is 
dieir real fource of weaknefs, and it is at^ohnxly 
irremediable ; nor will the farmers continue to cul- 
tivate the ground for more than the phyfic^ necef- 
laries of their families, if paid 6nly in a currency 
continually depreciated— annual faiOMOCS enfire; 
in a wordi the feeds of ruin lie fcsttered fo 
thickly, that the moft cardds attenddn muft re- 
cognize them. The nation, feeling feverely that 
equality means but ct^ual mifcry, and chat the 
Rights of Man produce only the right to be 
ftaved, will revolt, and caH in their lawfal fove- 
reign as the beft and readieft mes'n of fafety. 

Pair* is fond of nintHng parallels, and fo are 
moft men of genius ; but he \i rarefy happy in 
them: — " The generality of the people in Ame- 
rica;" fays he, " cfpecially'the poor, are more 
able to pay taxes than the genCTatity bf pcojple 
cither in France or England." And he unites 
with 
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mdi dus> die '* cnidc^' of a civil Kft of a miUion. 
Aerling> which he coFi)pares with the civil lift of 
America, which is^ onljr 300^000 ddlOFS. Ont. 
muit fearchmaoy writers with taleaci to,fiadone 
who can com^fa flicfa multitudes' oi falfehoods 
and blundera into the fame fpace widi this cap< 
tun-general o£ mauntebanks. 

The itbiliiy to pay taxes does not depend on a 
people being at their cafe — due id, haviaf; few ot 
no indigent poor. This aflenjon will fcem a pa- 
radox to the ignorant only* That ability depends 
on the quantity, mnnber, and rapidity of mon^ 
excba^es; in other words, oa concshtka'Tjd 
ctB.ciiLATioN. The. eafe, the plenty, and hap- 
pineffi of the people having nothing to do in thia 
bulme&j for give a man a thoufand acres of rich 
land, which produces beef, munon, pork, wheat, 
wool, hemp, flax, &c. to profufion; let the fa- 
mily that poflefs it live in the uttnofl: concelv' 
able plenty, there does not refult from this outline 
the capability of paying one fhillhig of taxes. 
Even taxes on fofid pnroerty, like land-taxes, niuft 
be pwd by cajb in circulation : land does not pay 
a land-tax, but* money. It is not, therefore, the 
M/e of the people that enables them to pay, but the 
money fuperflnity that goes beyond . diac eafe. In 
the confumption of a thouland pound's^worth of 
produAs forming the cafe, the pbyfical " ability," 
mentioned 
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mentioned by Paine, what is the taxable amount? 
PoffiWy not a penny beyond the confumptjon of 
foreign wine, coffee, fpices, &c. 1 ufed the ex- 
preflion cuncentrated circulation; America, if ihe 
wanted heavy taxes, would feel what h means: 
ktafettlerin the woods, two hundred miles from - 
a city, fell his hemp or his wool to a-ftort-keeper 
for money, there is a ftep in circulation where the 
Sutc nright levy a tax ; but in a wild country it 
would coft ten times nnore to levy it than the tax 
■woukt be worth. We know what diftiUcrics are in 
rfie Highlands of Scotland; the Americans have' 
that tax alfo, but they can levy it in peopled dif- 
tii&s only; nay, there are diftriftsin America, 
whfre the Iwid-tax will flot pay for thecollefting!! 
It would be cafy, to purfue thefe obfervations to 
demonftration ; and to ihew, that the reverfe of 
bis propofition is true, and that the people of Eng- 
land and of France (before the Revolution, for 
nothing fince has circulated but blood and rapine) 
are infinitely more ^le to pay taxes dian thofe 
of America, for this plain reifon, that they have 
a circulation infinitely more rapid. - 

When I confider the boundlcfs weakh of this 
kingdom; its enormous confumption; its rapid 
circulation of 40 miilions fterliiig, in gold and 
fdvcr, and of paper to an infinitely greater amount; 
iu cxpMtation and importation, which, if valued 
truly 
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truly, would exceed 50 millions fterliag; the /act- 
lities of movement, exchange, transfer, _pf life, tf 
I may ufe the exprelTion, arifing from the lize'of 
.our cities, and the mafs of our circulatioi>; I 
ihould think it a moderate calculation to iay, that, 
in cafe of any unforefeen emergency pfthe.-ftatt, 
that called lor fome great exertion, it would be 
eafier to raife, by taxation, in Grekt Britain, five 
pounds a head on the people, than it would be to 
raife 5s. a head in America : for in taxation, Q>eak- 
ing at large of a nation, the quotum faid \s not 
fo much the objeft to regard, asthe quantum left 
after taxes are paid. Suppofe the people of one 
country pay 20s. a head, and the. people of another 
country .+os. (not very far from the faft of Eng- 
land and France) — what does this prove? Juft 
nothing. What is left in their pockets after the 
■ tax ip paid ? There is the inquiry ; and in the 
Engliftinian's pocket you will find a purfe of 
guineas and fliUlings*; in' the Frenchman's, the 
maladie de la pocbe, vacuity. Perhaps the happieft 
and moft enviable people in America, the com- 
fbrtable freeholder. In the back country, is, of all ' 
the men in Europe or America, the one leaft able 
to pay taxes. What do I deduce from this ? 

• The mafi of our taxo !s not fo great an evil as their in- 
equality; the burthen* paid bjr a country gentleman, of froall 
cllate, arelhideous, and leave hi,m, like the Ftelichnian, with 
empty pofkeii. 

That 
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That tfec tfomparifort of the Erigfifh civil lift of 
igUr^/SSi.'^, amounting to is. 7|d. a head, is not 
>e ^1 iinreafbfiable, when compared with the Ame- 
rica* tAVil lift of 3oti,oob dollars (66,000), or 
^|dt a head. But no comparilon can be drawn 
juftly, Ijetwcen, a new country that did not form 
itfcif and an Old one that did, and novf pays' thfe 
apcBce of forming that fltw ofle. Let thd Alrile- 
ricaii accouftt be charged with the cxpcnce of the 
vWcf 1756, or one hundred ihillions, aftd tiwh 
connate tajtation. 

" I fee, in Ameri<;a, the geMrallty of ptople 
living iii a ftile of plenty itnknoWil in monarchitral 
countries." Hence the pkilty of America, Mid 
the poverty of Eufope, art derived, the one from 
the abfcnce, the other from the prefence of s kiilg-'! 
What a politiciati ! A niilHon Of Iquarc miles, 
of unoccupied fertile land, which precludes the 
exiftenCc of tn indigent poor, is not the caufe of 
this plenty; it is Entirely arifing from the want 
of metaphers in America, Pewit for ftxpence or a- 



" The hordes of raifcrable poor, with whicR 
old countries abound, are die confequencc of what, 
ih fuch countries, is called government." H^re 
again he makes government the caufc of poverty i 

., * Sir JoIiD Sinclair') Hifloryof the Public RcvMiw,Toi.ii. p. 7'- - 

and. 



UiglizLdbvGoOgIC 



( "J •) 

and, in a hundred' palTages, he makes reprelema' 
tion ips cure; but, unfortunately for his argurpcety 
there are poo^, and even.fl^yesj in Anwricnj and 
no country upon whic^ t}ie Iba Ihines iq.firuck 
with more poverty than France. Suppofe ^ the 
- taxes under an old government anjiihllated (which 
has been pretty much the calc in France), would 
the poor become rich ? Do tbe poor pay the bulk 
of taxes? - The poor in France now p^y.M, taxes; 
do they grow rich in c(>iiiequence? or are tbe^ 
ftarvedj and driven to deftroy their childrcBi r^ 
ther than truil tbem to the mercies of zeprdcna- 
tive government? 

THE COMMERCIAL INTEREST of 

' France has been completely laid in the du& Her 
colonies, by fir the greateft Iburce of her trade» 
have been totally ruined. Equality and the Rights 
of Man have, to the fugar of America, beea a& 
propitious as to the wheat of France. Alfignats. 
ftruck with a paUy all the imports of the king- 
dom, and her cxporu, after the deftruAion of St. 

. Donningo, were a handful. The horrible cpnvuU 
iions in the great towns, drove the merchants and 
mafer-manufaaurers, with the remnant of their 
wealth, into other countries, or funk them in ruia 
at home. 

We have been told, indeed, mxh. bmfi degree 

of confidence, that the French fabrics are not ac 

prefent 
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prefrnt in fuch a ftate of depreflion as fome have 
reprcfenicd. As I have very late intelligence from 
that kin'gdomi and on which I can relyi I 'may 
venture to allert with confidence, and I could 
confirm it, by referring to many rcprefentations 
made to government by the municipalities of the 
manufafturing towns, that every fabric wrought 
from foreign materials, fuch as the whole bufinefs 
at Lyons, and a confiderablc portion of the wool- 
len fabrics, are in abfolute ruin; the mafters and 
undertakers, bankrupts, or fled j and the workmen 
begging in the ftrcets, fubfifting by charity, or 
wandering vagabond banditti — the brigands that 
infeft the country, endeavouring to wring from the 
peaiknrry a portion of that bread they are unable 
fairly to earn ; fuch is the lot which the new doc- 
trines of equality have produced for Lyons, the 
fecond city in France, as well as numerous other 
places that once were flourifliing. The govern- 
ing party in fuch towns have nothing to give the 
people, but the flattery of equal rights; they 
ftarve on equality, till the niimber in the fame 
defperatc fituation becomes great enough for their . 
/acred duty of infiirreftion ; then they rife, knock 
their governors on the head, and are themfelves 
eleSied into their places ; but this cures the evil, 
fcarcely for one in athoufand; the mafs" remains 
ftill poor; and muft neCeflTarily remain fo, for 
fuch convulfions do not re-tftabljfh manufactures i 
knocking 
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knocking brains oilt does not fee loomK z, goiog* 
nor docs the exerciie of the pike, in the body, of a 
mayor and his aldermen, bring Italian . fi^k to 
Lyons, or Spanlfh wool to LouvieirS' 

In the manufa^iiring towns which work.vp^nft^ 
rive comnwdities, the mifery is not equally great, ■ 
becaufe there is fome employment that Itirs ■,. but 
let us examine a little more clofely the nature of 
this circulation. I am informed, and c<Hiamon 
fenfe will tell one it muft be fo, that the only m(>- 
tive which induces mafter mangfaAurrrs to con> 
tinue their bufmefs is thatofgeiiingrU of aJignatSi 
they fold then: ftock in trade when paper was a 
better commodity, and accumulating, by degrees, 
what grew every day worfe and worfe, alarm in- 
cited them to do any thing rather than keep in 
their polTelllon fuch a depreciated currency; dread- 
ing the inevitable moment when it would be wortH 
nothing, they feared to keep what a breath might 
difljpatei they regarded it as an objcft of terror, 
and employed their workmen .to get rid of what 
they knew carried a value merely noRunal ; and 
paid readily what they kept infecurely' 

There is a paffage in Swift's Drapier's Letters, 
which accounts fully for gold and filver fo abfo- 
luteiy difappearing in France; I change only 
Wood's peace for affignats.-^** For my own part I 
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■m alrcidy reiblved whac to lio ; I have a prettf 
good.AK>p of ftufis and fitks, and inflcad of taking 
^pMs, I intend to triick with my neighbours, the 
butch(r> and bakery and brewer, and tfae rtfti goods 
for goods ; and the little gold and filver I have, I 
WIIX KEEP BY ME UKE MY HEART'S 
BLOOD, TILL BETTER TIMES, till I arA 
juft ready to ftarve, and then I will buy aJSgna/s." 

Turn your eyes from France to view the com- 
n)nx:ial fiate of England. Contemplate the im- 
menfe — language cannot fwell beyond the magni- 
tude of reality— the gigantic fabric reared on the 
induftry of this kingdom : throw into one vaft 
amount, the public fonds— the paper circulation of 
every fpecies— the gold and filver, whether money 
or plate-— the manufafhinng eftabKfliments that 
have railed new cines, as it were by enchantment 
—the capitals invefted in roads, canals, and other 
public works — the ftiipping, m^^zincs, and mer- 
cantile wealth of a thoufand kinds, and fpread 
throughout the globe. How would this- enormous 
total, which, in England, has been nurfed to ma. 
turity by the ftnid tendernefs of parental proceftion 
— iiow would it fupport the ftorm which the Rights 
of Man have kindled in France? Mortal would be 
the blow. To. touch on fuch a fuppofitioit is 
enough i every reader can picture the tmiverfal 
^ene. )^ruiii that would blat.fa-fiur a. canvas; 

But 
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But bow, has this prodigious coital, rifiog muck 
above fire hundred millions flerling, been fonned i 
BY THE SECURITY WHICH THE BRI- 
TISH CONSTITUTION GIVES TO PRO^ 
PERTY; not by equility, perfonal reprefcnou 
tion. Rights of Man, Jact^inifm, and the vile 
theories by which poor proBigates, wanting to 
be rich rogues, become pradical robbers. Such 
were not the paths of the ccxiunercial profppity 
of Britain 1 

THE LABOURING INTEREST; the per-. 
fiMal intKRflr of the labouring poor has been at* 
tacked in ui inftance, the more remarkable as it 
was a ground of accufadon againft the old govern- 
ment. Thofe who recoUeft the complaints 'a^nft 
i^ on account of countryoien b«ng enrolled for 
the initida,^ and confrqucntiy liable to be caU«] 
intD fervice, have prbbddyrcad much, in the pub- 
lic prina, of the number of volmtuerj, which flock 
from all parts of France to the armies on the fron- 
tiers. Undl thefe few days, I was ignorant and 
ibidifli enough to believe that tbefe were naify 
liohintecrsi bi't an Englifli labourer, returning 
ftom a form in France, to which I had fent hun* 
Ins expl«ned to me the nature of this voluntar/ 
Airvice. Jtil the men iii the parilh, able to Ietve» 
were enroUtdi and then drew lots to fee who 
fliould go to foim tbe number demanded ; and, 
. K though 
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though an Engliihmani my informant himfeff 
drew. Such is the mode of calling forth VO- 
LUNTEERS ! fo ■ grofsly are we deceived by 
names, which under a fcmblance of freedom, co- 
ver the fcvereft tyranny that can difgrace a people, 
and prccifely in thofe articles, which, under the 
. old government, were made the fubjedt of the 
loudcft complaint. When we Ihall read in future 
of the eagernefs with which citizens _/^ to the fron- 
tiers, Vemfreffement avec lequd tons les citoyens vo- 
lent aux frontiers, we fhall know what it means. 
May not fuch wretches afk, " What inducement 
has the farmer, while following the |riough, to lay 
afide his peaceful purfuits, and go to war with the 
fanner of another country* ? 

At firft fight it fliouid appear that a Revolution 
in England, in favour of principles of equality, 
would be moil favourable to the poor clafles, the 
labouring part of the focicty — and yet, perhaps, 
in fadt, being ftill governed by the experiment of 
France, there is no clafs in the ftate, the great 
landed poffcflbrs alone excepted, to whom it would 
prove fo completely mifchievous. There is every 
reafon to have confidence in the honefty, moral 
feelings, and good intentions of the great mafs of 
our lower and poorer clafles, and to be rationally 
certain, that in cafe of general confuGon, like that 

• Paine.. ' 

which 
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which has ruined France, they would absolutely 
wfufc to become cut throats, blood hounds, and* 
alTaflins : the mafa in France were honefl; alfo, but 
they were driven litft fheep by forward determined 
■wretches, who, getting together in arms,'feized ort 
the power which they pretended to afflgn to the 
people; plunder followed this, and the great body 
of the nation found, dreadfully to their coft, that 
they had only changed matters j but' this change, 
from a king to bands of ruffians, brought with it 
fruits of fore digeftion J money abfolutely difap- 
pearedj the rich, who formerly gave employment, 
were hunted downanddeftroyedlikewildbeaftsi the 
coHvulfions of the moment banilhed the rich mer- 
chants and manufafturers ; employment, which 
' converted labour into bread, was dried up with the 
iprings that fed it. Amidft the mockery of pay, 
if the poor workman cannot eat his aflignats he 
ftarves—Jie has but one refource— he dips them in 
blood; with pike iii hand he attacks the corn 
deftined to fatisfy the hunger of others ; and the 
tragedy, fo often afted in that miferable kingdom, 
is again performed, tilltquality ends, asevery where 
dfe, in equality of ruin. " The manufadurers 
make nothing! nothing is bought; commerce is 
aOvc only in foldiers. I fee nothing in trade but 
our imprudence and our blood. Nothing will foon 
be i«en in France but mifery and paper *." This 

* St. Jult Monlt. Dec i 
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Can any doubt rcnaun • ? 

Kov. 26, at the bar^ the dentation' &om l^irc 
«nd Eure tell the Convention % The Itma are with- 
tut 0nergjt ^^ witbtui vigour. Tke priu of bread 
tenders it inacceJibU /# the foor* Miseky is at 
ITS HEIGHTS If the ieamejs eentimtes, the greatefi- 
misfarttaus may be expeaed. , With^ u>oops oiarcH- 
ing about the couotry to ibrce t^ fiinnei? to lelk 
their com <>/ half the coraent price>.asd yet chat half 
paid with aflignats, nay^ who' feize ic at any price^ 
— " Illegd troops of nitn, vet many deparonents^ 
fcise the corn in the markets, without paying for 
it t-" ** At Looviers 5 or 6000 workmen arofe tci 

* The pitice of wheat now, in many of the deputmentii ift 
4!. roti a quantr EngliOi ) but u ttwt price ii paid \w affignatiy 
inen not wcil informed nuf iniigine that tbc poor being themfcIveK 
tnid in paper, mighi; bt praporiioKaUy abl« to bu^ (. but ibe rer 
verfe ■« tbe caftt the paper, while it hat taiikd' the price of Jntad^ 
hai deflrofcd loth manufaSun* and commeRCi and>i5 now >!> 
ttwking ^Tl(utttH« TtMf I the pcoph an aUoIoteiy wiriiont em- 
ployincnt, and fiarrno more tKc Bi(ai»M pr«cur« an aflignat tban* 
a lout*. TKii degree of milVryiinK jvt ofa year {landing, for 
nianniaaareii werraRivc iir(«DMp«in<rf n»nce laft fpring (179*)' 
The (iffiin of diBt kingdbm dmind an atKntion that nerer fleeptr 
or we an fure to be deceived. The operation of the paper-moBejr 
bu been verj Cngiilart fpr, to a certain period, it appeared to be 
beneficial} but thiSnt mutfeffiff vitTj, thing faa> been rapidly 
declining. 

-f The Minifier «f tbe biterinr tv Ae CanKitti»n> Nov. it. 
Moniuur. ^" 

force 
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ifbrqe 'the nugiftnuei to go at cb^ head, to feek 
cora in the granaries o( the farmtn. lj& week 
.at Faify:, they feized ' aU that was .in the inatlcer, 
while 600 others ipread devaftation .through lite 
iforafts^." 

l^e fiue 'of the toads (under the old govern- -, 
riMBt the envy of Europe) b fuch as would alone, . 
-without other addition, very mtich imp^ the 
'traiifpoit of corn* 'and add vo the fcarchy in .many 
ikuations. 1 am infonnedj by a perfon who lately' 
irayelltd acro&'the kingdom^ that nbrefHiirs what- 
-tWff have been done for three yean paft, and that 
ht «rasanfonme4i en inquiry, infeveral diftrifb,; 
.that the people abfolutety icfufed to contribute 
either money or labour to niend them. The mini- 
<fteraf the interior, Jan. 6, c<»nplaiR9to:theCon- 
vention, that they are in a fhockuig ftate of ruin ; 
Jaiu uv-itat dtlnhimeiit eponvanioBk. In aliatc 
of anarchy, the object of roads may be thought' 
imall ; but it fhew$, that in a point where the 
people themfelves are To .intimately concerned, go- 
vernment for every purpofc of doing good is ab- 
ftlutely at an end, and that "h ranaitis for evil ' 
only. Yau abblifh tithes, and felidal payments.^ 
the iieK ftep is, the people will not pay the land- 
taxj and thai wiH not Tcpur die' roads hat are for' 
thdr own ufe. Such is the ftate,,aBd there are 

K3 . politicians 
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pplitici^s m En^and who tell us, all will end 
wfll in France, ^ if ic were ix)0ble to remedy 
fuch evils by ncw.cxperiments. The abfolute and 
qneqijivoc^rreftordtiop of the old government, with 
terrors in its train, not the beneficence of LiOuis 
XVI. feems now to be the only remedy. It was 

NOT THU3 UNPER TH£ OLD GOV^RNHENT ;. but 

they were not- content. The, next 4ay the minifter 
of the interior writes to the Convention, corjiplaiij- 
ing of the CcHnmoos of P^riS] fir the m4fi tfakw- 
dance woe tire- ffo^y to fffifi. witb /amine. Sueb is 
the fruit of aifrnal dedamatien ta beat thepe^ie, 
Jdminijiratien i^ pegleiifd : it is.ali ab^rrifile 4^'- 
order. " Our food," fays St, Juft, '* ha$ dif- 
ftppcared, . i/i proportiofi as our liberty hta ck> 
tended*," There; in two words, is ttic ewland 
the caufc. Tfjfpiople triumph andjuffer^ fay tho 
Jacobins, in their addrefs to their brother focieacs, 
4uring four years ofmifery, andfwr. v^pnthi d/ cm-* 
tinual outrages. ■^ 

The deputation of the deparonent of Loire and 
Cher, at the bar of the Convention, Nov. 26, de- 
cide an infurreftion of 25,900 men, on account of 
the high price of corn.^They alTcrt, however^ 
- that tliere is corn enough in the country for a year, 
but the operations of the people, occ^on fuch 

* Moniteur, Dee. i. 

•f- ytfret 44 R^tr^ien 9 fa CmmthMt. • No. S.}Sfi,3S7- 

diftrefs. 



UiglifLobyCoOglc 



( m ) 

diftrtfs, that a poor woman of the parilH of I'Ho- 
vital, went three times to the market of Rome- 
rentin for corn, but not being able to get it, flic 
^fent-home, and, driven to excefs of hunger, fhe 
killed her infant, for which Ihe was lince hanged *. 
Tins furely merits fome attention from the labour- 
ing poor — from thofe-claJTcs of foctety, amongft 
whom our Jacobjn reformers diftribute their poifon 
of equaUty and Rights of Man. Thefe rights 
have prodiiced delidotls fruits in France, where 
the poor are ch-iven to the gallows for killing 

THEIR OWN CHILDKEN, TO PRSVEHT THEIR DY- 

iSg of famine, wilhcon^)fnittgb in the comttyH! 
" By means of revoluilS>iW," fays Paine, 'fctvi- 
lixation will be left to the enjoyment of that abun- 
dance, of which it is now deprived." ■ The abun- 
dance produced by revolutions is a text for French- 
men to preach on. And is it for thefe rights, for 
fuch equality, for this fine fyftem of French phi- 
lolbphy and new lights j this moon-Ihine t^ the- 
oretical benefit, that our poor are to give up all 
their prefect comforts ! • To change what Old- 
England gives them, whether good or bad, for 
rights that drive them, by famine, to kill their 
own children, amidft Jacobin plenty j and then be 
hanged by that law which would have fuffered 
them to die of hunger ! Oh, John Bull I it is 
noj thus that thy government treats wild beafts.— • 

Monit. Nov. tj, ■ ' 

K 4 TIjou 
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Thou nuycft be fiiut up in the tower> Jdtax, 
htit thou wUc not be made to eat thy children I 
" fi^e/ee every d^ in the fireet$t and even at the 
doors of tbeJanSuary of the lawSf wretches who 
want both bread* and cleatbing."—" Our TituatitMl 
is fuch," fays a member of the Convention, " that 
tyranny wilt I'pring with victory and vengeance 
from popular commotions j and if the Ri^ts of 
Man ihall continue to esift, they will be witctm 
with the blood (^ the people on the tomb of litvrty. 
The afyliKn of our faiiners' will be vidued; the 
hi^of fatuieharveibdc^royed; aodoiu-nadon 
become the jell of ^ur<^t*" This city, illufirhusj 
hUmiferabUt faid the mayor of Paris, at the bar 
of the Convention, Jan. jd. Ob I were the gwd 
fiiizeas to ralfy^ vte foould /ee eonfpiraters repul/ed 
p( darknefst as on the \otb ef Augufi. Thus cal- 
ling for new revolts — for new maflacres— — The 
Bights of Man are written in theih blood! 
This, the prefent language of Frenchmeni even in 
the National Convention. Here is ex|ierience of 
what thofe bleft rights are which .our Englifh re- 
formers are fo defirous of ellablifhing in this king- 
dom as the bcfl: boon of heaven I 

To contraA this widi the lituatioa of the work- 
ing poor, in the manufafhinng towns JofEogland> 
would be an infult to ^ur underftandingG. You 

* Montt. Dec. ii. BSmuL t Saiat Joft. Menit. Dec. i 

know. 
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know, Hud, white v mucli beuer, you fedi that 
indulby here meets ita numrd; that you are ptifll 
in hard cafh every Saturday night; that you have 
ibqietbiog bciKer* for ypur Sunday duincr, than an 
aflignati that a wvm houb covers you betarr 
than a branch of the tree of liberty ; that a good 
cofi^ or fteut jrair oT iliMs, VQuld be iU eichfiiDged 
for a direc <»louird codutde; ud, lafi^, that 
whatever evil yaa have to compUin of wouU be 
very ill remedied by any meafures that tended 
iboaer or ltt«r tp chftngQ your beef luad pudding 
for fro^ and tb\9 niea^ ; your coal Arcs for tli^ 
pillaged fticks of i national foreft; your ihutdes 
ibr a batshet ; or yoW handKr for a pilce j wd the 
JhilUngs and guineas of OklEngUnd &r the p^ji^ 
aflignats i^ Jacobin philofopbers. 

Before 2 finiih the detail of that unhappy an«] 
ruined country, it will not be unamufing Co contrail 
the rfgal evils of France with the republican cures. 

Land taKea, the evili-r^^eitrt'-4w(.va% the Untf 
that pud dieni. 

Feudal quit rents, paid by the cftate of the 

people, t)\t grievance ; remedy — feizing the ef- 

tate itfclf of the nobiHty and clergy. 

A defifit of fi^-Iut millions In thf revenue, the 

Misforttme-,- s9oered-~\3f a new deficit of tbn* 

hundred flciilliens. 

Ten 
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T<n mUtions ttf toyai paper, the ecmpiaittt y -m 
three thoufand miUions of aiSgnatS'^the care. 

A national debt of 30o.niillions, the mak^i-^ 
eoe of 9000 mUlions, the rtmtdj/. 

Matte Antonietta eondemned for die foUies of a 
Dccklace.— r-MadenK»fcl'le Therb%ne afplduded 
for leading prifoners to' {laughter. 

: -Tlie arbitrary govCTmnent; of •Looia XVI.— ^ 

C&<>»{Ai^<-for the dc^otifinc^ Marat- ' 

- Drawing men fcH* dK itiilitia; the vruelty, 1 
fercifig dicm into WuiKeer corps, the-/«t)d0r. >. 

- Lawyers and fuits, the mii/erfani.j—r-eure — the 
fummary jurifdiftion of the lanthorn. 

Twenty-five millions, the expence of one king, 
the burtbtTti >• 'One hundred and fifty ihillions, 
the charge of ftven hundred kings, the ea/e, J 

Seven prifoners in the Baftile, the grievance •.^■^'^ 
ftven thoufand in the municipal dungeons^ the cure^ 

Trial by jury, htftitMttdy—^mdL laoo throats 
cut in one night, in trial by pike. 

Militia, 
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' In the preceding pages I have faid little of in- 
novation : to declare agatnft any meafure, bccaufc 
an innovation, is a conduct worthy of children: 
there are, in every period} lAoft valuable innova- 
tions; Mr. Grenville's bill for trying conteftei 
elections was an innovation ; the baheascorfut was 
an innovation i the Houfe of Conunons idelf was 
an innovation. The quettion now is not generals 
it is not foror againft all innovation; but what the 
nature of th& innovation Iball be? There axv 
fbme unqueftiombly wanted j—^«hile the Ipiric of 
equality u abn>ad-i-while aU 'pr6perty— while life 
icfelf is menaced-<>-can it icniain a doubt whac 
thofe innovjtionsMhould be^ ' Exilb dierc a nun 
«f pn^ierty ftppid enough to queftton \diether the 
innovations of this period Oiould not be direffaed 
to its. fecuriiy? Whecherj infte^ of bringing for- 
ward tbenuny-faeaded monfter into clubs of riot*, 

■ It ii fcarcely woitb a notCf to obviate the palpable ot^eSioa . 
tbat clubs have met vithont ilot, and anbciationi afinnbled with 
out confuTioti :-^o they iiA once in France, but what did they end 
in i The moderate well-meaniiig meo inftitutcd fome of tbofe 
club», and &« themfelTCi palhed out or trampled down, by neW 
comers, who had nothing of modnation in their views. It will 
bf lit in all aflbciatiqni, into which men withaot property are ad- 
niitted) they mv/k alwayi be mpft nomaoua, and the moft violent 
eropolitioDt CTM moft to iheir tafte i they think that they hare nor 
thing to lofe— there it the pivot on which foch meedDgE tuni| fconl 
jKthapi origioal good intentiana to tiltiaiate deftrudioa. 

and 
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and alTodatioiu .of cqafiifiiBi— irfiedwr inftcfwl oT 
fiurfing a fpirit, andclier^iig > principle that ha$ 
]^d France in the .^iftj "we ouf^ht not to taed^a.%t 
innovations* that fiudl provide a mound againft the ■ 
biUow£ wh<;n they &aU flDw*'»-a Ihcl(er i^fupft. dw 
jdopn when the bufripvi? ^1 c^v? T^ inno-. 
radon- wf vaoc, and. fioght witl} oaip. v(>if< to caE 
<br» is a MIUTIA. RANK ANJO ¥ii^ OK 
PROPERT.y. 

Popidar tyranny. U * iratchu^. ^aifOBzy, Am 
wUl fiutely fpwad, if effedtve meafurcs be not taken 
in time to prevent it. Every country in Europe 
dicpends^ in the laft refort, on a fialdiery takffn> 
6am the dr^s:of the fcofitf whole im^oarf. 
imereft is tojoininlii^eius of wh^torcr com- 
{klcxion. Such a reliance is, to the iplainefl: ^ipre-" 
henfioo* prqmftcrous, and niu^ in the nature of 
things, fail in the long run. 'Whife 'danger, to» 
jnanifcft to queftion, and too formidable to pd-r 
liate, prefents itfclf (m-erery fide^ nothing but in- 
fatuation can prevent feme decilivc and e£ciet% 
meafure from bejng cnUsraced^ Tome fyftcoi of 
defence and fecurity to property. 

Were fuch a iruUtia cftaUiflwd. property would 

be fecure ; and thofe who po£R:fs it might view, 

with a more calm patience, the attacks, whether 

infidious or open, of men who, deriving opthii^s 

£raB 
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from c^ arts of peace and tranquillity, leek, pwb- 
tk coafaBoa, and to ]uudle"the ftorm oa wluclv t» 
iDDunc by the fall and mui of o^ers. 

After att that can be (mdj lias Idea of the £- 
rjfion -of property is fo fweet a medicine to the 
great roafs of mai^ind^ that ic will find enthuaf- 
tic followers in every country, and no where xonc 
than in the ranks of an army ; hmce the neceQity 
of |»^operty iccuring it&lf, by being armed in a 
militia.'. A te^nwnc of a- tboufaod' cavalry in every 
county <^ moderate extent^ jufl difetplined enouglk 
to obey orders and keep thpir raoks. might be 
enrolled and afimibled in companies three days 
in every year, and in raiments cMice in {even> 
at a very moderate expence to the pabllc: fudi an 
rftabliOimctit would give certain and permanent ' 
fecurity againft the mifehicvous wtample of France, 
and the equ^iy mifchievous propagation' of princi- 
ples in England, which tend to the fame anarchy, 
civil war, and bloodfhed> that has reduced wt 
neighbour to her prefent dcfperate fkuation. 

It has been faid> that iuch a nulitia is imprac- 
ticable j I will not reafon oaacafc abfohitriy new, 
but we may venture to aflert, that a law which 
legalizes and regulates the mode in which all the 
land proprietor-s in the kingdom, who db not de- 
fire the overthrow of the a»ftituuon, under the 
pretence 
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ptttchce of its Improvement/ may iniftantly ailertij 
ble, armed, in troops and regiments, ready to op-= 
pofe the friends of anarchy ; I fay that 3 law whidi 
prepares the means of fecurity and defence, while 
the rage of attack unites and eledfriRes the enemies 
of peace and orderj muft be good, and may be ef- 
fential to the falvation of the community. All re-- 
ference to former militia laws is ■ befide the quef- 
tion — it was not of capital confequence whether 
«ccuted or not, but the prefent moment is peril- 
ous, the danger is too imminent to be triSed with j 
while anarchy is at our doors, determined meafurea 
Can idone prefervc us. 

Jffbciatms. 

Next to the eftablilhmcnt of fuch a militia, the 
prefent fpirit of affociation amongft the friends of 
the conftitution, is a noble and genuine effort 
truly worthy of Britons. There is no real friend to 
his country, that does not rejoice to fee this elec- 
tric ftroke of true patriotifm fpread with vital 
energy through the empire : it carries confufion to 
Jacobinifm; it gives confidence in a juft caufe, 
and lecuriry to every generous boibm. Rapidly as 
the effort has fliot, with genial influence through 
our countries, it could not be cxpefted that the 
views would be uniformly direfted to the fame de- 
terminate objefts. In a little time the fcope and 
meaning 
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meaning will be well impre0ed, aiid then it vill 
doubtlefs be found neccflary to fix, on plaqea of 
rendezvous, to-which honcft mea may refort when 
the wicked arc abroad. The national ipirtt is at 
laft roufed; it has feen long enough the defperate 
and abominable aflbciations of. thofc who do wiO>« 
and did openly demand, the overthrow of our ex- 
cellent conftitution, under pretences of Jacobin re- 
formation i we have feen the danger — we have 
been Ihocked at the in&lent threats of " invincible 
mobs," wc have fought the right means of fafety ; 
with a vigour of defence equal to the malignity of 
attack, a great nadon will prove that flie is not ta 
be infulted with impunity. Had fuch aflbciations 
^ciaSccA. in France, or any thing tending to them ac 
the early ftage of the Revolution, all the horrors 
that flowed from it might have been prevented ; 
but the higher orders of fociety knew not their 
danger. — Here the cafe is direiSUy contrary. — ^We 
are inftrufted by their calamitous experience— 
and of all efFeftive means to be ready to meet a 
ftorm, this of afTociation is (next to a militia of 
property) the moft diredt. 

' It may be-faid with truth, that a moment never 
yet occurred, which demanded equally the united, 
firm, and determined affiftance — the heart and 
hand of men, friends. of peace, to prevent, while 
yet it is poflible t» prevent, the horrors that (a 
lately 
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lately aw»tdl us. It is a moment ttutt ou^ to 
bring political agiution to every bofoai.-~— The 
qucftion concerns not cmpiresj ktngs^ and mi-^ 
sifters alone — it comes home to our ibittiDcSy out 
houfes, our ^milies. Wilt you, by the ttctve ami 
vi^nir of your meafuio— by xhz broad boQs of 
' univo^ property, on which yoa build the aflb- 
ciattons — by the prudence of the rcfolutionsi and 
the energy of their execution— will you avoid die 
miferies of France i Liften not to the infidious 
pictoices of Jacobin reformers— there is no me^ 
dium in moments like thefc.— Widt the example 
of France in full di^lay, propofidons of rcfoniv 
vhich in that kingdom prodoced c on flagrac i ott- and! 
maflacre, will, in this» have the efie£t of putdng 
the nation' on its guard ag^nft men, whe fo 
openly profefs a readineis ta' ftake all we enjoyv 
on the defperate throw of a new Revc^tioOk 
This is the queilion that ought to collet die aie- 
mies of Jacobinifm, and which ought /» bmifm- 
fiafsnahls influence on «// the orders ef Society, if 
viich tbey may knov) and learn that we /ball ever 
rally round the conJiitutioM*^ uncontaminatad bjr 
reforms, or the tree ef Uherty, the true fj'm- 
bol of conftifion. The danger has leflfened fufce 
government has aw;Ucened to the natutc of the 
prcfent crilis, and fince the admtndile ^lirit of 
As people has manUcflrd itfUf^ the maeia- <£ 

* Mr. Fox'i Speech to dit Ulug Club.— Xidowat'I. 

the 
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^pMicpface wHl net dare AOw-.m.pf^feiW)!^- 
Jaoolm tenets, wbich).tiU MuJ^tlffnetus ithf^ft^ 
. ^.tnuhitw^c^f Aiipts.: they -will pw pn tli« g^b 
.flf iBOPe moderace,a5(dniore temperate mCaiures^ 
rtey-fwiU now afgjear merely in 'the; c^iaraafTi^ 
j«f0ttncrfi<;^-a chara<^f niore diuig^pus, perh^^ 
i)p[»u{f more malked aod inAdio>us : not left 
jpoinfed'ifi qffi;^: to eqvaHty.an4 l^diuoRi % chde 
;igK/iiknow ftifEciently by the great experiment of 
l-'rance, that an equal perfonal reprefentation of 
the people woqld infallibly produce here, as it 
' did there, the abfolute ruin of all legal authorities*. 
7his charafterof a refonner ougkt, therefore, to 
bean e(!^e& of asmuchjealoufyand-xltibiii}:, as 
that of' a prtSfeffed Jacobin j and the affociations 
ipreading fo laudably^hsoMgh the kingdom, .^ould 
be on thnr guard eqaally agaiofl: theai aod tktar 
doftrines. The profpcrity of England, as neutral, 
.is an eye-fote to the Jacobins, andj as an enemy, 
•«ii"obje& of terror, The qu^on,- then, is the 
means thefe canning leaders are c^ng to fpread 
the fame confuHon through this country, that has 
n^ined theirs; moit afluredly th^ ;wiU not opeq 
^fbops, and write JACOBIN over the daors-r 
Ko.; they know rfieir.bufincfs better— tlicy find 
materials much mote to their pt^rpofc} they flgd 
half their work done to their h»id^ by our Qpft- 
jStion-mtn, and oiir reformers, of the conftitution. 
Scdi(ig that the refuii of the labours of fuch men 
I* anfwcrs 
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tn(Wer» ata&ly their own views ^ th^ chinfc ii^ 
and cry rcfbnnl witK « mcxe eneigetic vocifn»r 
lion than crer they &Attia Unteme in France. 
Thdr views, and this nrtioR <^ the Jacobin dc-^ 
ItMyen with- the EngUfli rtXotsasn, oug^t t» 
f>pen the eyes of/honcft mrn, uid m^e> thcmy 
one and all, tmite, in the firmd^ aflbciai»>ns.' Noc 
m faiitf declarations of 'loyaky*> that mean any 
■ ■ ■ -Aing 

* In gitxt Dtm^wn of Ac kflbciMfoai, thon Inmf to bmrt btw 
■ marfced ittcntion in drawing op tHcir dcdiritioni 'iX loyaltjr 
And vencfitian for tlic conffrtutioD, eiiber to nlk phriTM of'equi- 
4ouI nwttiilrgt «v that itti^t ie pdateable to nformtt%i M if jt 

.'•nrf a wi(b M inckidt ^ defa^tioBi of meo, wbctcvn tMir p6< 
liticai rcmlmentt t if fuch management had breii ciiried a little 
furthcTi deefaratiolii would Inre Ixcn produced, irfaich direS Ja» 
c^nt vAuM have ligiied) but' the original intention <>ntwnng, 

'and tendad ftrongljr to Weaken Ac fbnc and Tigotir of tSbdati«i. 
In the n^onal terror of a perilou* moment, irtien ftruck wiUi- » 
common feafation of commm danger, men Sjr to aflociatiM, to 
fteure dterofelve* agahtft the atiackt of men alresdy aflacintcd-to 

'4«Aiaythen» at f«ch m kiftrnt/ wW can be fa futile, whatnn 

jbe task imbccSitf^ as to leik, by an ill-timed complaib'nce of 
eaadoor, Ai to cxpreli their feclingt, that aJFociaton of a direft 
contrary cofnplexion, men nho profcScdly feck to cKaoge the eoo- 

' Aitntioa on French [trinciple* (for there has not-been a fing(* yr*. 

•lotion of reform that ii.nal an ihofe prjnciplM), that lad) nm 
may be induced hypocritically to vnke With you { Th* Woikneft 
of furfi B procesDing ^ htesenrable. On the concrary.'iin'^Nle 

' 4edu:atiaD« ottfht t* tave bent fo Awned, at esprtfllty aniffHrii. 

-foMjr t* cschni».a in!o« with men fo dangerom, a* ttuA vrikt 
-wvvld sot » feel B horror at the idea of tampering with the cmJB- 
nticMj at fuch a feafon ai tbii :— by fuch an acclirimi, it wouBI 
be found, thiti howerer numetsBi the i«fo(men ontc bcfon ihe 
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dung or nothing, and will be rorgotten in fix 

mmdik, but in die nwft ngototu oppofiticHi ro 

every idea of refonn, on principles of giving note 

power 

lodi of Angai, thit at prdent bo* sh nan in a Aovtmi mnU 
litten, wtik ftfitnct, l* bear the 'wonl Kefbnn finoolljr fn- 
BonncMlt nor ftH i» dcprtcate tbe ideai m {tftgnasl wtlh ob- 



Tlwre it one o\^e& ut ■Kbeiai»Mi« wbich hat not been tlwagfct 
ofi hot which would, pcriupi, be at vlcfnl and eCeftive at anf 
Other, and that it, for aStaatpn to relblve ^;aiaft dealing widi 
Majten e£ JsmUb tnddinen i if ihc atrocitjr of atunpu to allar 
.» conftitntiofl, wbidi io dfeamlly protcfli p ro y e r ty, at that of 
Englaad doM, m conipuilini with any other dut Europe feet, be 
^*<1t nafidctcd, the fnpinenEft of mankind, in giring encouiagc- 
w ta t , to thole whore ainDt cStatt arc aimed at itt deftrnAioD, 
will Imlj ^pnr the aioft ■butcIIoiu ftuBtdttf. Who, ac- 

' quainicd irith the amflexitm of men, in anjr town in England, 
Aot* not Ibmerinici hear the wealth of the di&ffefted made a boaft 
of r If yon name the danger of political pHncipIci of ctrtaitt 
tnen to prspotf— jvn hear it exclaimed, IbwT D§j»u lomfidtr 
tU^otAhtf fuAa»df^chftrfiwit Art Ibtj ntl rich f Ha^ltgr 

■ mlAjliAtf Yet; they hate aftakei cooimonly at moreable a* 
their pc^Nit, and therefore the rcadinefii with i^ich d>ey haiatd 
foUic eoafn&tn. Bat whence thit boat of ynvfti xf i Becanir. 
profadUy, the landed'meD in their vicinity, and the monied-meh 
of other priociple^ hare, with thit groft bllndnefi, which I at , 
prdent allude to, been for ycin in the habit of affifling.facli Ht- 
aSefied republican Jacobin refonBen, to aecnmtitwc thaT wealth 
which it now ready to be employed to their own dcftrufiioa i they 
fcare been paying ther ineomet into the handt of men who ara 
ready to convert the intereft they make upon it to the efiablilhment 
of a Convention in Eaglaod, to coofill of brother citiMM of 
•qnali^t to Ibblaibe money, food, doatht, and arm* tor the af- 

, lalEu and rqpddea of Fmee, to ttnUk tftm, by hettA n 
L n bont. 
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p6«*r wthr people :-*-Mere lies cmrdsogBT-kirAfe 
)»re&M moment ; ic is notitherankiJanibiQi with 
4MFi and bloody actnsy pik&<in4K(a'd,. iad^K*ij.£ia 
■yourithroat: it is his gentleman uflier, your mo- 
deft reformer, who, meaning a great deal, afks 3 
little/ arid' kiiowshow'ttymak* that -IlCTtef'-much-. 
Butbcnbtfacajoled — refift all cHAii'dEs'Iii'lCPiat 
conftitution, which gives you the means oj£i;wealth^ 
and proteft* you in the enjoyment. Come to re- 
solutions declaratory pTt&e'abhorfence of ?hung^ ; 
and for erery pK^fiiion for them thu c[ocs,ao^ 
originate in the legjAacnrei andpetmaaparltament 
to render illegal anmeetlri^s and titibs, whofe dtp- 
je£t K to mak« experijpipncs ob Britilh happineis'^ 
-to dSftover rights bcitcrtSan thofe a( im Engli&f 
maft; to (!hftngcyourlS^, religion, and goverit- 
rment^ ajid give yon, ^ Ijeti of them, the hew 

XIOPITS OP FIUENCH PHIiLOSO^Hyt 

If any mOR doubts whether I hav(i reafon- for 
thefe afi«tions, let him confMier the addreiTes thar 
have been prefentcd to the National -ConveHtion. 

liMie, to RAiue-tieoicti ef tbf Briiyb Citftiluiim bj a roiScal rt- 
Jarmi Th».>Aipiae inatlentutai, wiiicb turiu a man's mocay to lus- 
fFwn (kftniftton, ii- h^My n[**henrible. L^ thoic wbo arc R»l 
fricfldi to the csnAJntlon, ejc^d their incoiBe nitli men whole 
}iriiicipks an known — tadi tioc become, nnthliikiiigl)', proinoters 
cfiledilioii, And«M:aurag;«'«of republii^ifm. Goamanglt ledaries 
of varioui deuominaiiang, pqlitkaJ -aod religious, <3ii(l eumine jf 
-tlu uditidualt we-nob attwti^to llui'|ciiiit. 

■ •€' 
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bcrefdlDw a few. exira^i. . 

The Friends- of. the Pf^ople and ConllitutionU 
-Socieiy ftf Ncwington'j thus addrefs the Conven- 
tion : — Jt is wUb the mafi profound JenfibiHty that 
wae btbeldtbe Jac<eji af yfur arm^, in yaur under- 
taking ti^dtliver frem Jlaveryand deceplierittbe brave 
■ffa/ieju wbicb border your frontiers : bew bcty is the 
bumamty wbitb prompts you to break tbeir £bt^m. 
■ ■ Signal, J. F. Skipper. 

F. PlACOCK. 

The Revolution Socioly of Loodoo.V-jAra^'tfjf 
^oe r^eiceia the Revolution- of tbe lotb of Aapffi, 
fia nectary to/ecure to ytu tbe advantages wbicb tbe 
•firmer bad taught you tr expeS. We feel an agrefr 
^tkte JenfatioH^ that tbe right of infurreSiaibasheem 
J9 fuecef^ully exere^ed. 

Sifj^ied, J. TowEKS. 

Cooper,- 

The Friends of Liberty and Equality at Bclfaft. 
— For tbe glory cf humanity, may your detlaraiion of 
rights be every xobere put inpraiiice. 

• I.^«cic*1dl b; dK bte Dr. Pncc, fir tbe good.«f. bii eevm- 
try; — pcrlnpf, tbe 'o.-trfi eitiKemt Ipeiking poliiieslly, tlut bM 
iived in tt of late jMnj tnit then an dmbtlcft nabki thai can boift 
*f bis fnendAip. 

. Lj TJw 
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The volunKers of Bctfaft.— ?^< Jvceijit of the 
French Jetwre Uhertj t& the neigbbouring natUns *, 

The united Ibcietles of London-r-v^ ofprejfed 
part of mankind, firgettingibeir own tviht arefen- 
fitleenly of yours; and bebi^ding $be frtfent tventSy 
toitb a difiurbtd eye, addrefs their mofi fervent 
frayers to the God of the univerfe^ that he may be 
favourable to your caufe^ with which theirs is ft 
intimetefy conneSed. Degraded by an opffe^vefyf- 
iem of in^uifition, the invincible, but continual en- 
eroacbments of which quickly deprived the nation of 
its htafied liberty ^ and reduced it almofi to that ab- 
jt^fiitt efjtaveryfram which you bavefo glorioi/fy 
mMfipa/ed yourf elves. Five thousand £n|;/i^ 
■citizens, fired xoitb indignation, have the courage to 
fitp forward to refcne thdr (onntry from thatloppro- 
britan which has been thrown i^oit it ly the baft 
' tonduB of theft mho are invefied with power. 
Frenchmen, our number will appear veryfmall, when 
impared with the refi of the nation i but knew, that 
it increafes every day -, md if the terrible and con^ 

• Thu ii, Fnneh bajonctt ire to rcfbnn the IriSi amftitntioD. 
Tliey ^ubtleri. rKolleaed the wpreffioni of their coircrpoiKleDC 
Mr Wjrvit] i M lep^tr Sum U }»fi fta^ I* tff» ip" IrtloMd.— 
fit vtaouK tf fU UybfnfU—fiA/tamial rrfirmatum t*DiCAL 
f^ rmn'im iHlhembijirm thtvbailttri^viScoiiUAtivfiitr^ 
^CtUi/liMi^ Ltttirt. 4to. T»rk. p. (4.) The tEndency of tb«& 
IflBttcrtit eaprelHoni wen well nadeiftoDd by ibefe IriAunesit •« it 
it plain fcon ttK friut ■Ircady pndMfd. 

tiatuUfy 
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iinuaify (Uvatei arm tf atoiorify twramj tbt li- 
miS—if fayibocis, every muui^ J^jfe^ed tpiit /» 
Mtuit indufirj, mifeai tbe treihdau—*Kd ^ the 
fHMU intmatj ^ the court nitb Freubmaif svewed 
traitors ta their tmoMj, bmry away the omHtitm 
and untiiiiimg, vie eaHf with emffidejue, ^krejtm. 
Freemen and Friende, that buwledge maia a rapid 
froffvfs among us. Tea are already free, htt Bri- 
Sau are frefaring t» bejt. 

Signed, M. Mftk«AiMT* 

T. HAUtr. 

Conffitu6oiial Soaoj^f lautAon^-^Imamerakte 
Jocieties ofthtjamejort are farming in every fart ^ 
England. Jfter the exm^le given hy Frmi^, Re- 
vviMtiau^pUl heeomeaa^i -re^an is 4^m/ /• make a 
ra^fregr^j, and it wmdd net be extraardiaarj^, 
inamucb hjs fpate ^ ^ae tbmt caabeiautf^d^ tbe 
French foould Jend addreffes ef eengratidatian te a 
^atienalConventim ^FM^aad^—OAer natieas wHl 
fien faUew your fieps in tins career efaafrvoetaent % 
'^t fifiig frfff fbeir lethargy , vnll arm tbewffehes 
Jbr thefurpe/e of claiming the Rights cf iia^f. 
Signed, Sempill. 

D. Adams. 

JlttL BaH^OV. 
J. F»Q»T% 

• Tn&aui iW •Sth of Nomilicri ami AmfoR i fg H^ ff iM 
- -iiFtft of Ac td of ficptembtr. 

... L* Ti« 
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The PrefideotJs anfwtir vi;a*a.rflal dedararion of 
.war agaiijft'this ]i^o^om.—Ti>e Jba4es of Paui, ef 
■^Htfden, and of Sydn^, k^er 9ver ymtT'btads i 
find (be moment, -Uiitketa doubj, approathes', itiwbicb 
tjbe Freacb -wUl bring cofigrfitulaiient to the Natknal 
Conventien of. Great Britain. 

Of the ikne eomplexion was the tlrclaraibn, 
December 15th, of the Convention.— That it wiU 
trial as entinie? the people who, refufing or re- 

. ncujteing Uberty and equality, are de/treus ofprejerv^ 
ing their prince and privileged cafis^ or of entering 

' ifitfi an aecammodaticn witk tbem. 

Let tliofe men (not Jacobins) who condemn 
..the war, or who think it might have been avoided^ 
^tioudy confider thefe cxtrjtfts oi the dircft com- 
ngunication of Englifli republicans with French 
..cut threats. Can any pcrfon> not abfolutely berefc 
ftfrcafon, conceive it poffible that fuchmcnj thus 
machinating the deftrudiun of our coiiftitution, 
could continue thejf cooneftion with the Frtnch ■ 
Convention^ which peace gave a boundlefs power 
of doing, without our running the moft Imminent 
hazard of every thing that government and law 
fecurc to us— that is to fay, life and property. 

The " Proceedings oflbe Jfociationof the Friendt 

ef the ■ ConJiitHtiont Dublin, the Duke . of I-cia- 

ftcrll 
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ftcr)! m-itit^ ^h^ir," -is, a publicatien that iiefelVcs 
nonces becaufc it, pravfis, tpo dearly to be doubH- 
ed, that ouj dangers are not as an e/id. Jaco» 
binifrii Iwri^y Geeps» inlpite of. aU our afltociat. 
tioQs i the eo^Tiie^ of law aiid of orckr never idax 
tbeit efforts ; Irelami js their favourite grouinit 
and fliould thcfc new princtpJes of equality,- the 
new French f lights," be there eftabliflied> it viSi 
not be long before tKey are raging in oMr.owtt 
viial3. Thefe " friends" call oh the peo[Je M 
•• SUBDUE the corrufaion.;' " the infamy," *?. Ac 
foulcft a£ts under the fooleft names," which fuiw 
the " regular fyftem of governcoeiu:," by " a.iAr 
toicALREFORHi" by a bod'jr of '^ rep«fcntatrve% 
an integral and-eflential-pan of the coniHtutioii,, 
derived from the people by GENERAL ele^iou." ' 
-—The Englilh language ^ould fcarccly, in aa 
equal number of words, paint in ftron^r tenns 
the fire-branda of fedition. Tq call on the people 
not to crave, or pray, or petition, but to subdue 
the errors of government-r-to. svwivz them by a 
RADICAL reform, and general reprefentation, is* 
in other words, to demand a Cqnvention, the King 
at Tyburn, the Lords anoihilaied, and property 
the reward of new Roberfpiei^, Briflbts, andjM*- 
rats. But diefe atpreffions ape too remarftable to 
be accidental ; they coincide too exaftly with the 
threats of the Jacobins in France, to allow us, for 
one moment, to believe that there is not a clear 
iatelligeoce and union between them. 

The 
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TSie ininif^ of the marine, to the friends of 
Vbatj and equality in the maridnu cities : ^ Will 
Ac English iupvbi,icans suffer the King and 
bis PvlMment to make war? Ah-cady thefe tree 
raea leftify dteir difcontcnt and dieir repugnance 
to carry anus agaoft their French brothers. Wellj 
■wewiB 8y to theih aisistahce; we will invade 
i&tMt ifle, and fend 50,000 c^ of liberty to platu 
the SACRED TRSB, and to oBer our open arms to 

our RVPUBLICAN BROTHERS, tO PURITT En^ilH 

liberty, and REFORM the vices of the govern- 
ment." Here the Jacobins threaten to furify eur 
dibertfj in iot^uxStm with EngBfi) refuhtUans, and 
^ reform eur tices wiA 50,000 bayonets. What is 
this but ra Juhdue us irf a radical refomi!!! If 
aaj doubt could remain of the tendency of the 
cpcrations of our reformers, furdy fucli declara- 
.fioris are fuflkicni to remove ihetti. To open our 
-eyes to the horrible fituation -we ihoufld be in, if 
ouri^flzcure were abfurd enough to liftcntofuch 
- .^incendiaries, or weak enough not te take efieffive 
jneaAues to controul their treafonable praftiices. 
This is the glorious {Mguefi iff reform, gained iy ihe 
'jhjjb people ever the Brilijbmnijtry*, Our Jafo- 

■ .bin refomUFS never fpeaic of liberty, but It fuggcfls 
~ .ideas of conqaeft on one hand, an^ of fubjeHioa 

■ -on the other. We are to be coNOiURED by!B- 
■4oTm, and subdued to equality, 1 

*■ J>cclaraiien ij tit PrUndi ^ th BUtrp '*f thttttfi.^ pJ/iV 
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It Juf been faid, ereii in Parltament, fince go- 
vemmenc was fufficieody alanned to call out the 
■niltiia, and put the nadon pn her guard, thu' 
the King's Mlnifters ought to be impeached for 
their conduft. Can anjr one doubt whether the 
men who feiu Uiefe infamous deputations, atid 
the men who compoled them, would not arow 
direftljr the fame opinion? But let the people 
at large know, by dieTe abormnable fafts, the un^ 
queftionable reality of their danger. I^ct than 
here dilcoTCP— their intelleds muft be weik in- 
deed, if they cftonoc difcover, in this deputadon, 
what thofe men mean who drink equal liberty to 
all mankind — ^Natiohal Cohtzntions zqitallt 
Evz&Y WHEKZ 1 1 Is dw Icntiment of their bofonK, 
and would have been fui^ about die ftreets, had 
government flepi fix weeks longer. Who can 
read intJitnic-tio^ar the following Addrefs Co die 
Volunteer Corps of Ireland, from an Irilh fo- 
deiy of the fame complexion. To la^y m Dec. 
20. ** Ciuzen foldters to arms. When your 
country has been declared in dai^er, we conjure 
you by your glory to ftand to your arms, and in 
jpite of a police, in IpiK of a fencible militia, to 
maincun good order : it is only by military array 
that ^rau can obtain the fpeedy ' refurre£tion of 
liberty and equality." Here is abundant proof 
that we are far diftant &om entire iafcty } and that 
the. kaft relaxation to that sflbciated preparadon, 
which 
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wi»ck'i$.' no^'Puf oi4|y Sk^v^,t^on^ viQfAd g^y^ new 
aninisftPiIiM (^£^ r9!ci9i:ie», of .defpeij^ n^^^^^vitt) 
^jpejnte: wieviisi; .to thefe^epemiesiof gqyenjmenv, 

SJab^fpUH^, MftFch- lOt, entergJ fibiiimd^. tbrtt 
fMMtksagat.^i ^ dtvfm^fn^ the ^eveJfiii^-,W9uiii^ 
iff this timeliiav* ^Mn-m"^ itt-Ei^ii^.,,; Xet.hay* 

A«t i»U QW* dangers w«fs imasginwy*, 'Jhp ^©r 
^D lefldors hfiov better^ .add declare ic.; 

Owf enemies Bev«. peftT-nuir pe^e ,ih?y qde- 
hraie^' th?, vidories offraoccj now they view^ 
-wUi luHiroi> the probable fij|i;ceirQs of Eng^d—*-. 
wtJbi cAocod^e, lameoeatic^^ and ^n.affeft^dcin of 
regret, they can whine, oyep the mifchiefi they 
bave fj^ttheii lives ia g|neraringi caii conoc 
fcfwvd, in the moment of hpftility, in ^; true, 
girb of- the republican Fripe,. flxeDuous. to e&hil^ 
ia£e tb^ oaiional foe> and to deprefs the i^ation^l 
■energy,.,by. reprefenting djat was a^ojieuts and de.- 
t^ahlf which the Peoplb. of ENOMNa hail ^ 
jusT AIM) NECESSARY; broodlng ovcT thediftepi- 
fcn of a. jaundiced imagination; ftirj;ing U]p> MJ?- 
. dea like, the caxildrpn. of their pwn incEitUdXtoD^i 
fepular e^rvsjcence — the . ferment/ngjpi^it ef di^-~ 
.totttent-r^aidmcy to •aielent change — i&e awuhiitf- 
itioB of thf- coK^itutioji^.i^ invtUta^e ahij^s — aft 
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jeflemnlridi^ncndd it ^hocc bcowocn ,t^intnntnenr 
af'.dilbadt&i4^4''*^^''^^ ttot.iMiiraialmipf dtc 
raifdtmiSgckSy ivfaa^Udjuii-ttfacy wjbnm^^piie 
■nsfipTMiai^i^- tiim<BT. lAafiiis cfibdr'tiutatat^i:^ 

:,v'ii :.-:;; ;,.q ^■; ,^-.r,;ni o^': . ;^ . " i /^.U'^ . . 
Whibi^fpiric:x)fAheqpeQpfc.B alotjMitJani- 

not likely to be durable j and Ihtiuld that languor 

once.iidoi^i}iiQkca'the3tuiriaQ.'Wfakti RfMlesi&dov 
ihc .;ve&Bn!;j3U3|Mdffitui> thciomrfage of t>ur ent- 
ries .>v^~^'Mviva ; ' aadmluife .execrable . fociecies, 
-wltefemimi JsiipkMida>' ikid^the- mexos .cmifufiont 
'will' FduiiiO«Ii|Mfame.pern^aJlhis af^ivityrin ao^chler 
tiiBr<(iiuie&eAed ^bs > ndii'.-jof Franc?*- «nd iiad 
:tH-ot^e(%i;^nid^^a!hi3b&ftpiiiiClirH)kof tbc fame^ 
preciftJcir Idbsh stAaah X-hm-- itcIgU»ue:!lta6 been 
■■feariBd;".rfEOTguawi.ag»mft;.aji<gkit;tfQiii(:a3, be- 
iconmthc .itrft and .^ftaaeS -^iUff >ii geyenxaenx.. 
It is fimait&j..eaergy,'MtldJ(ig«ur, jigSinftovr do- 
mefldc foes that can alone pEcfcrve the conftitutioti 
ninwMiaRfeiA^^y Jacobin lefeEftVi .moderation, 
'k'trity,''8tui the tmld virtues of ^tiema^i;, have dt- 
'it^cd {^abce in. UoOd i .;iuch . afe bop weapo^is 

' Letter it tit Rigtl Hen. miliiM'J'/if. ' ' ■ 

' t' Mfr^of lii'LiiildBn Carrtjpe^dhg Sscicty -fa tbf 'aliirStcietiei 
•f Great Brhaia^ p. 7, Signed Margaret and Hardy. 

■ ■ . *-■■■ -.■; ^itlj 
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with which to OKnbat in - an hour fike this : while 
Ac lamp^poft} or the pike, is the iaqnimatur oft 
die prds in Fruux^ while fcdincioa fills the pri- 
fons, and mafiacre istbe giol deiivcty~if die le- 
^il^ture of England does. not take.e^bftivc pre- 
cautions, but trulls too much to private cffi)rts, we 
may, in the cvcht, amidft confufion and teiror, 
have reafoQ to regret a want of policy; which an 
csaatfic fo pregnant oiig^to have liUpircd. 

A great lawyer fays, that on the fi^e^ of aflb- 
ciations, tie fis/uM and frtcedtnts of law ar^e 
ftlent ; but that they are donbtfid j> £no, mamfiiht' 
■ tienai in principls, andwbclly muueefaty^. To 
declare at the opening <^his fpeedi,.idm die aflb- 
ctations were unneceflary, was coe^Hrtdy beggii^ 
the only material queftion between fainttbebnitor, 
and the people of England, who dumg^t and felt 
' them to be necefiary :— -<Hs treats the fubjcft in the 
dire^ line of legal enquiry, never for a^bitsnait as 
a politician, the only fair light to view a queftion 
jl), upon which iaw wadtfneedent are fflent. 

Vhat then is the pivot upon which die qodtion 
turns ? McA clearly the political neccffity. The 
kingdom {warmed with Jacc^in and rqnibUcan 
aflbciarions, in dircA correlpondence widi the Na- 
tional Convention, for the avowed purpofe of cT* 

• Dtekratnm »f lb* FHinJi «/ tit Uhtrty ^ ttt Prtf/, p. +. 

tabliflung 
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ijAilUlung li^Kity, equality, uut a Conivntioa is 
England: aftonifhed u the daring actcmpti and the 
rapidity with, which the mifchicf ^ fpread, govem- 
ftKnt Rood aghail with hortdr — but whese law and 
precedent vere Glcnt (I diank. the ^ntUnmn fur 
an admitfion, which completely defeats his ar-^ 
gumesK)— it became miiHfters to be filcnt alio. 
"Wirh ih<e crown thus coaftitutionaUy iaafUve, the 
people faw thdr danger j they felt a great ftatc ne- 
ccffityj — by afibciationdeftruftion was coming with 
gigantic aridev- itqd by ajibdatioa they tepdled 
it,- Were the coaftkusioo, the fieedom^ the pro- 
paty«f EDg^bnd m bto fwept away in a wluilwind 
of 'rc|)ublic«mfiTV.'«lutfc lawyers cpnned the anaic- 
gies ef accufatim\ aad the tfas»diwj efju/iiec^f 
:Na:— a betttr.f^iit. animated. tiie bofoms of £ng- 
mhmen; and^tbat is calm in the prc^t fecu- 
lity of good nkcnrroU that is. venomous ia lite 
diia{^nimeneo£ bad one»rrpraves that the (tep 
•ma pcdicicali juOr, and neceSary. 

Whkt is .i£irgnat;aEgc£tioo ?. -That the airo- 
dattons fubfcribed money for bringing the pub' 
' Jifiiers of libeIloua.and,feditiouS writings to jufUce 
— ^dtrilttiDg,- on comparifonj at the fame time, the 
propriety.of fimiUr aflbciattoni againft fwtndlers 
-and poachen, baaiije tbq/ are httomJ m crimes 
vtbicb are it^urious te iuMviiuals ds /ucb.. It 

. " : ftems 
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rerttis very wiiimfical to* approve of affocwting -"fef 
avenging a crimej whicK mifft Iri' its nature "be 
■praflifcd on an individual^ and fbf wfiofe protec- 
tion the law is in daily p'raftice fully- competent to 
protect him; but wrong to alTociate for the pu-- 
nifliment of a crime trot leVellfed at an individuaf, 
hxit zi fociety in the mafs , and for the punifhmenc 
of T*hlch the law is not in the praftice either 
"oF piinifhing or preventing. InoxKer words,*tli* 
Vien ifhould affoCiate for cafes to which they afc . 
individually competent J and that they fhbuld mat 
affciciatefor cafes to which they can be competent 
•by means of aflbciation only. They ihould afio-, 
crate to tranfporf a fwindler, or fine a poachtr, 
becaofe thofe crimes are in t!ie 'habit of being duly 
puninied; but they fhcruld hot aflbciate againft 
Jibclson-the conftitdiion, and calls'ttifeditioh, bc- 
caufe thefe arc in- the nabit of being diftribut^ 
without punilhmcnt! ' ' ' 

But while affociations, with fubfcriptions for pu- 
nilhing libels, are thus branded, 'by our eloquent . 
'Jawycr, as unconftitutional; aflbctarions, with fub- 
fcriptions for frsmotin^ the liberty of the frej:, are 
declared to be perfeftly conftitutional *. The for- 
mer arc mifchievous, becaufe a coart of jufticc 
might 'be tnfeEled by a general' prejudice '\. But 
may h^notbe aflted, if fuch a court could not 
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be eqtla% infkSed by the- ^ejadides of a ' JacobHl 
Bfibiciadoii ? And if, tsbeafuljeSs, fetfefuie one ait' 
other hy tomhination, tbty may mi ctmime far their 
fommett Jtfence * ? To fkomotb the itbcirr. of the 
ptelsl Such an objed is really curious at this malt 
of day! .The prefa is not free enough;, it. is too 
roodeft, add timidj and bluAiin^ and vaats to be 
cocquragcd, and aninteHailced, andpcotoE^ : thk 
doqtioit lawyer it iund enough .to take diis cojr 
vii;gia by the haod> and {vrfuade-hcr ta-afitime ik 
proper affurance ott coming intd bini^uny. We 
mill iajts .be> mtintain and ^ferfJie,. right, of the 
fepple topihn tut tfle fitfefffand etrtuptiaaj ef the 
cmfiitutim^i Hbe ptefs,hasi not beio ir«e enoygh 
ia fbung thb, and ic ditrefonf w^ts the aSlfUoci 
of this Egregious aflbciation to pr-tauteiii liherJy. 
Strip the objeft of the garb which legal cunning 
and ebqd^QC foi^UAry kAow fi>. wdl bo^ co ^- 
rao^, and the ptem uDwnilhed prdpofidoa t^ 
p^pv Qtily V> be lau^Kd ati and, without anjr 
dwbtftbfl$ been the butt of privaK ridicule among 
tb^ via who aOenable in public in dye dijgtuty of 
we,. :There is indeed a.rcafon— sdicy atr jiot.yet 
yethpnounil with THOU jtTAtioif» or 2MiKEireT.|'; 
wbacb their leader on ihat day, by a lapfe of the 

• P-u. i?.,. 

t P- I4.— The meedng nndcrftood the expreffion in lU palpable 
aictiiiR{,uIik), udcanimfntel.in jiaccordin^)'*'' ' 

M tongue. 
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toAgu^promUedthan. Theexpreffiohwasremarie- 
ablc, and Ihewed, with AifBcicnt cleaHiefs> that therc^ 
Ve viewsf certainly better and more wortfay views^. 
than openti^ a Ihop for confikutiond corrupci(Mis> 
and for iu^unityin the (iilpenfation of Jacobin re- 
medic»--fijr, bringing into play the Jtvitie Mtr^of 
Ertgli^mtn, in oppo&aad-^'io thefvnm eftbt- cemfii- 
tmian*f that th^. nay have vertae to proQife -^ the 
doftrines which ^aflbciations regard as feditious :— 
for a lawyer of gi'eat ensnence in his profelfion to 
quit the field of Irgal enquiry for fo bold a recom-^ 
mendationas this, is cfiming very, near -indeed to 
the ^r<M3iM/doArineof thepikc andthelanthomi^ 
in. perfcft analogy. with^he-iAntarij c^jHitUfisX of 
Irifli Jacobin3,^i.A»:»|- the vices of our con^tu- 
juan- with, the tivaiiif entrgy^ of a radical r/^rk^ 

All Jacobins ans well aA{uain^d with the ini' 
poTtance of the prcfs; and hence the alfiduity with 
which the Kngtilh anes i^lcmble in aflbciations.fbr 
pr^rving. its liberty, and the carneftfiefs with 
which ^ley publilh and difperfe their Jtcfara^mi: 
They caanot perform die-cmc or the other mwtf 
ftrenuoufly-thantheir bretbRn did in France, tiir 
they 'found 4 ri5ng difpoQclon-to employ, dieir fa- 
vourite engine in defence of legal government. 
3ut from that moment where was its liberty to E>e 

• P. t«, . .+ P. «. I P. *4- ■' 

. ' : ; found i 
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ftwuAt And' in Hkemahner we may fafefy retf 
iSCxandt that ihould our government be' overthrown' 
in faMUfof a Jacobtn'Convention, that party which^ 
now KMtfs fw the ftiedomof the prefar," would brtak' 
thf xxxXi'y burn the houfe, and hang the printers' 
ihatworkcd for any f^^ but their own. This is 
one amoAg the irfnurtieratte points 6n which the 
l-'reneh Rertjimion has frt the fcal of experiment. 

Tbeqiieftion is,'iJbes die freedom of theprcfs 
— orong^t that freedom i6 ftucnd— ^td an unlj- 
BMteit pehniffion, for the pen of every man who 
wiflies public confulioa, to vilify, ibufc, ahd bring 
into contempt, with igoorsnt people, that gloripus 
coRfHcunoii, which' i^ the inheritance and the pride 
ofBritonsf The Friends' of the Uierly of the Pre/s, 
in the tnflammato]^ Ipeech, which they heard with 
tribunitiil applaofe, ahd difperied with Jacobin 
induftry, aflirt their right to psblifli the corruptions 
eftbe ee/tjiitufion, inocher words, to write it down. ' 
It is at iffuc between that conftitutifin and th: peo-' 
pie m^om it renders happy on one fide, and thofe 
genaemcti on theother, whether they have this 
right dr not. The licentioufnefs we complain of 
is noroFold ftanding; it was unknown, except 
in its julE puniflinwnt before the pre(?nt rflgn ; 
and I win never acknowledge anwng the IxrneRf s 
of a period, in which liberty has been conftantly 
prog^tffivc, this relaxation of that conftjtutional 
' Ma rein. 
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rtin, whicK.gavemmcnt, ip (nxry pnt^cdufg.^ 
i:iod, held with .a comroendaJ>le finno«rs: for the 
good of hciety, order, and pe^e. . To whofb in- 
dolence and.timidity fuch a grofs.evU Ji^ to be.at-< 
tributed I kaow not> but if we would prefervtsour 
conftitution from Jacobin ia^revemntSi. xt pjiA bte 
corrected. wi.4i vi^Qur^ and thei^E^ the. bulinc& 
is done, fo rauch (tie more falutary wilt t^' thd 
cure. Government ought to be ready to profe- 
cute J to punifb, rcfts with juries, who i^^l ^ot^t- 
lels feel t!>e_duty and iinp^rt^cc of iboj^ng a 
^eftllehcej ^)\]ch. t^reai£ii^,tlu; anaihiiatipa^f^^ 
conftitutional authority, ,.. , ., ,; . ;,: ::t .,■ 

' To rttumr-nelther gjoyetpment nor tfae-ppblic, 
ought to be driven from, their purpofe by the an-, 
fwer not uicomnionly Heard^ which aceufes ^he 
afibciators.(^ .going to the contraty extrernCj sui4. 
endangering the liberty of ihe:people by.i}Fc^e$9n& 
of loyalty; this accufatjon ^ imy be coiUidered as. 
the laft effort of difappointed fedition : the meo 
who feel, with the deepeft chagrin, the fecurit^ 
fucb aiibciations give to the cpfilUtucion, a^ atpnC'. 
fent cftablifhed, have nothing kf^durit^ t^ic vi- 
gour now exerted, but to retort accufations-^apd 
to tell U3, that .we mean, or aft 9s if we meant, to 
render the King abfolute: but fuch ifleraona 
fcarcely merit attention : thofc men, if there are 
fuch, who wiflied before to change our govera- 
jncnt 
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ment to a deTpotifin, certainly wiA it riow^ btit 
thataflbciiitions. direftly declaring a detcrminatitwi 
to maintain- riie cpnftitqjion as 4t U — fite as it is 
now— mean really an inteiition to overturn k, is 
too BTCpofterous to becreclited — andwerthy of the 
rcfonruBgJcjuarteronly from which it proceeds. 

But neither a 'niiUtia^s^ociation>-nor any other 
nieafure jo be devjf^ would yicliiecurity, were 
the-liceiitioufnefs (not the liberty) iof the prefs ta 
be pemTitted to fo fhamtful and deftruftive a 
length, as we Iwve of late 'years eSc^erienccd in 
England. It will'protwibly be foimd, after this 
period, thstnp conftttxnion, whether good or bad» 
can poffibly exift agairift a licentious prefs. The 
old government of France was mined oniijueftion- 
ably by in^tentioa to diis engine : the- new ty- 
ranny eftabliihed there U-Well aware of "th^t mo- 
mentous truth, and hath accordingly converted it, 
like the linthorn, into an engine of Government. 
Where the iicentioufnefs of the'prefs is in" any de- ■ 
gree allowed, the general inftniftion of the lower 
clalTes mufl: become the feed of revolt ; and it is 
for this reafon that tlie friends of reform, and 
zealous admirers of Frepcs equality, are ftr^auoua 
. for funday. and chanty fchools. 

The gentlemen who cmifider !faiiie as a eptf/^i- 
cuous friend of mankind, aad an admirable vriter •, 
. • Mr. Cccp«'« Reply to Mr. Burke* Inrtffiv*, p. 7s. 

M 3 woyjd 
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<w6i^d have a. fyfteny c^ National education' cfb- 
bHfljed, ia which every pcrfon may become in- 
formed what arc the ri^ts of a citizea*; what 

-frivileget, they are deprived of.^, and how to bring 

.capabilities into aBtQn,. by a gJeriouj career of 'ten- 
proveoienF. ■ The Frcnsh have beai .wpodcrfiilly ■ 
well inftruded in all this; they have indeed brought 
their c^abilities into ai3:ioJi;:they have not been 

.wanting in./fj/tf«, unremittingly emplirfed; orinigf 
endeavours exerted to hafien %. improvement. Since 
aflbciationsatc found to dtftdbuie ueafon and ie- 
dition, to teach the csertioo of capabiltiies, and to 
point out the glorious career; of Frabce as ao'ob- 
jeA of imitation for £ng]aad>-T-the poHbh tbtu ex- 
panded, docs not render Jthe vehicle more refpcfi- 

, able. I do not iind on my farm, in the village, 
or its vichiiiy, that.ihofe axe the, beft ploughjien 
and carters who arc the deepefl: adcfKs in the 
Rights of Man. If there mtift be hewers of wood 
^ci drawers of water, why preach equality? Will 
not French horrors tell u£, that to teach, t3:to be- 

. wilder % th^t to enlighten, is to dcftroy ? 

X Mr, Co^er fays of. the iipproach of the Revolutioii heboks 
-for in £ngb;id, dte^n^iKii tf.a glarltus day (p. ii.): " tttj kUuie 
" ball be unremiuinglf esipIo;edt i;>4'Ri}r'beA endo^vonnextrnd 
■< lo haftcn 'tt.% approach." p, 77. Doub(le& well prepared for die 
hufincft by hji cpnveibuost with ^bdtmpifiUe Tlieroi^i (^ 
vh^m }ie ftys, " I tiave ftMom mec with views more cotargcd, 
" lEore juft, more truly patiiolic," 

., ., But, 
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-- ^Ci contntty to all thisj with % prds regul^xd 
■^r tite benefit of Ibciety, and not vomiting forth 
ficnfoD for its dellru£tion> die 4owd- clafles cannot 
weJl be injured .by inftru&ion i what a duty then 
devolves on governnient, to guatd againft abufes, 
the neglcd of which may be attended wtdi danger^ 
and cvea ryintothewhoie comraunity*?- 

I feel but one great ot^eftion that may probably 
be made to the general conclufions I have drawn 
from the example of France} it may be {aid that 

* Xbcre *re To nun; refpcflable pcrioat^ wlio xre iricMla M 
SuTiday-fchoDl), that I know the opinion 1 have ventured will give 
oSiiotei but, on matu^ conlldetstion, [ Tm no mfma to chihge 
k. Then Would be no qneffioo, if the Bible, or book* cf n«^ 
rality and devotion only, came inlo the handiof tbepoori— in fuc^ 
a cafe,! every one who meant well muA be of the fame opinion^ 
but will you educate the poor, in order that they may fiiidy Rtgbti 
tf Maitf or ihe fedttiout trafW of IbmMty of our modera iw^ 
{ttrmtni Will reading ike Stlfyr't Frini imfrove ibe rtfik^qf 
jour army i When you examine the ^ueftipnrefp(:Ai»g iheutilityof 
tlefe fchooli, !« the nrfehievou) indufiry'aiid leid conGdered; wjth 
(rtiiih our rapublicani priilt, dJItribulc^ kA gtw -away cheap 
«ditioni of their jijiKf uftf of difconteal, toi^AwIi fntLmafonf 
Are the/ricnJs of ihcfc feniln3i;ies clear, that of the ij(),oo» co» 
. pie* of Paine, which aie faid lo be in' crrculaiion (thanki tOilic 
borriUc fn^nencfi of adminiflrstiEin), -Unt there are not amy 
■ dMufande in the hand* of tbofs who read bini iq coDfeqnenn <S % 
charitable education P I will not alTert ai a fafk, wtui I hare re« 
ceived only a* general iD formation,' that the feftarie* of thit king* 
dam, whoft tenet* an llie nni hofiHe to our gercmfflent, li M 
jav^ni efllablilked, hive been amoiigft tbtnoft iSirc and icabnu 
friends 10 Sunday-lcboal»:-->if thii ii truC} it 4oet net nukt iqi 
Ihc moR £ivoutab]« to tbein. 

. M ♦ ngr 
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p^ rearonfpg goes too far, bccaure, if JMfl;>a.A». 
^oit however enflared, and however in)ferablc> 
}hould fubmit to all evtb) rather than auonpt tho 
^ean^ eyil of a, RevpluEion. The argument i» 
coinmon> aod, di^Te&ed by xeafoning, would lead 
on both fides into a diicuffioa that would herebe 
milplaced. put reafoning is endlefs, and fa^ 
are few; one piocire, were there no other, foF 
prefqring fttem* 

. In the former revolutions <;>f the modem world) 
whether ip Sweden, Switzerland, Portugal, Hol- 
hnd, or England, the people foon fettled into a 
form of government nearly refembling that whicl* 
(jiey bad enjoyed before the troubles j they never 
fireamed of making new experiments on pfitfc^le. 
Even in the c^fp of Annerica the fa£t holds true in 
^Imoft every inftance ; for there is, not now in die 
%orld a qanftitution fo near the BrieiOi as that of 
the United States i I think, y?»« (be events ift 
^ratift^ that ic is jnferior, for the plun reafon of 
^ot providing lb well againft t)ie dagger pow moll 
to be aapprehended,^<»a/(Tr fow^r: the defpotifiri 
of a monarch w^s every where the objefl: of a ra=- 
fional apprehenfion; it is fo no longer: aworfe 
>nonfter has Ihcwn itfelf in (Jie 'world, that carries 
& yenom in its fangs more rahid than the canine, 
■In all fomwr rcTolprions, therefore, the people 
Vf^fopfd in argiimeij^ dnd. felt in faft, that what- 
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«vw might be the event of th* ftryggfc, it could 
tcsLTcely place them in a v^qrf^.rnUiticmi and tfab 
with cxcqition onl/ to America. ExpcHmenc 
therefore juiHfied the nations whi^h £ek thpatfe;lTe» 
opprefied, in the attOQpts thejr. Jpade ti> «ffe^ k 
Kvolution. . ,. . , 

Reverfe the medal, and let us afk howthid gfeat 
jqoedion ftandsat pefcnti the.principltf^ofw^- 
lity and Rights, of Man are aBost^ and an.experir 
ntentum crucU tells us, that a 'Ji^iori, th0\%hvnder 
A very bad goyeipmenc, may change for one t 
thoufand times worie. Thisiigre^t and dUailwUs 
£rent will^ve nien, let their rank be what it may 
—the honeft workman :equ41y with the prjrice— ft 
Jiorror at theit^eaof revolutions j will teach men 
rather to biuie tJie ills they havej than fly to othem 
diat they Jtnow not of i an4 copfequently haA 
done more againfl: the caufe of that real atid fafe 
libCTty, which was gradually perv4dijig tht; world, , 
than any other event in the power of mifchief to 
effefb. A refie£tion ttut ought to m^kc us loathe 
a Jao>bin, with the fame deceftation as noxiou« 
isnimals of hideous deformity. , 

Take the yotA. of the Getman. military govern- 
ments, and compare the ficudtion. of the people, 
in any point whatever, and It may be afltited. 
truly, that thi^y.are in ahsppierr aod better. fiTua^- 

tion 
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I'um tlianthe French, under the anarchy given chcni 
by the Rights of Man : to anfwer that this anarchy 
m^ fubfide, and produce a good government at 
hStj i& fo completely bePide the qii^on, reaTon- 
4ng' on (a£ts, that I am.aflontlhed to hear it fo 
often recurred to; the experiment of the new go- 

» Tcmment in France was complete — it was fi- 
wflttd^ecrecd and accepted — ^It is ^rlicai ■ to 
ftt[^fe that Louis XVI. had more power to fap 
W diAroy k than any other King : if it could not 
go on with him, it could not go on at all, and 
'dinefore was rotten at heart. It had made a thou-^ 
land provilions againft a di&rmed king, but ha^ 
niade none againft an armed mob: this mob broke 
•into the fanAuary and kicked the ronflitution out 
-of doors. Mafi*acres {followed, till no man felt 
his head more fafe on his fhodders than the fub- 
gcfts of Achen or Algiers j and, as to propoty, it 
■was given to the winds: where arc the fubjefts of 

. a German defpot whofe lituation matches this ? 
-And as to the hope of feeing fomething better, 
the hope of the German h more likely to be re- 
alized than that of the Frenchman, who has no- 
thing in pcrfpeftive tint new evils, and new revo- 
lutions to cure them. A German, therefore, would 
■be wife (o renounce the thoughts of Hberty, rather 
•than purfue the idea of it through a revolution 
fimiiaf to that of Frantt. ■ Time and a hap|^ co^ 
incidence of events may give thorn fuch an oppor- 
tunity 
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rnunity Js Francx, worfe ihui left. They faaye her 

cxamplctoinftniA than. ' ' 

- The }^un coDclulion to be drawn is this j na- 
cioDS flioiild' 'proceed as individuals'} rely ontjr on 
.cxperinieatetl-cales. When~ philofophers advifed 
.the French to- feck feme fyftem of fiealiKn betcer 
.than aqjoimeot (Great- Britain) oiFered, diey 
•advifed A truft in theory; and at this moment, 
. when Jacobins and- refbcftii&s advife us to improve 
our cdnAitution, is it. not a i^ueilion diredly in 
point to afk them, wbeiher-the experimented free- 
dom we enjoy at prefent, ought to be lianrded on 
projc£b of theory f . An unequal reprcfenomon, 
rotten horoi^hs, longparliament^ ..exnavagaoc 
cOMTCSj felhlh mtniflieTS, ^ and, corrupt majorities, 
.sre fb iotimaccly iiiterwoven with .our pra&ical 
, freedom, that u mould require bener political ana-. 
tomifts than our modem reformers, to fliew, on 
ia&, that w; did not trwc eur liberty to the iden- 
tiod evils which they want to expunge. .: In France 
. none of thefe are. to be. found, a leprefentadon 
cquai, no burgage cemirssy biennial parliaments, 
op. court, minifters of ftcaw,'and majonttes cor- 
rupted only by themfelves j but with thefe envied 
bleffings is France free?— Here b an equal rc- 
.' preientaaion'of the people— an experiment com- 
- plete>^and the refdlt' " heavenly" in the eyes of 
Eoglifh Tefojmers; but not fo in the mouths eren 

of 
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of Jadofaaos in . ch^ CbnTi;ouon^<-THEv .teU yon 
that, it is anarchy^ blood{bcd> and famine. ** The 
abolition of formal government brings fociety 
do&r. tognba" is one of Paine's mountebank 
maxims; liis theories. fiiould always, be. broii^ id 
the tcft of French praflicai ttus-conlpccfiure, dib 
o>Dta£l of fociety, is thexe well underftood.; it is 
the pikeofonemanin thebeDy of.anocfaer. And 
. left ycu fiionld mifandnftand wli^-4u: means, be 
Yays,— r" The Revolution, of France has thrown a 
beam of light over the vocld) which reaches hitt 
man." It {B not the beams of lig^t iUuminati/ig 
.traDi-orJiimioidiaiiomyorguuiai" him i but ic 
.;gocs i)tT0> hibi; {dump- into hisbodyi in the 
langtBge^f ^e ftreets, j^e^-iigbt it tfilnto hm- Is 
this fo very enranraging as to induce an imitoHoti 
in England-? Such things, howevJr, 6/enot ftiffi- 
jcient to Iwsfy thofe who demand - a reform; no 
flight reafim for fuppofing they look further— arid 
thar, through tht nbfcwe o( fuch a fOT^;round, 
riicre is. a .profpefl: behind, bright enough to fix 
, iattcntion, md allure hopc-^the profpeft of copy- 
ing in England theexamplfe of Franctr the reg^, 
noble, ecdefiaftical, nauond properties, die Q)oii 
ei e^ual tttizensl 

There is, in Monf. Mounier*s l«ft admirable 

performance, an obfcrvftion which merits great at- 
tention^ that when pnceakingdwn poflefles afree 
affcmbly. 
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■ISbnbljr, «idi die poweroFiJie purfe, d» ^;ap- 
prehenfion is nor for Ubettj, but for thecsAencflt 
qf tbe crovn. And agaqt, «' iiv Englanii the otmi-' 
ber oirepa&aawci of tfic pdople «' *^ijn-- 
equally divided': funple boroughs^ which k:dftlain 
few intutbitatits,' haVc,'~fr6m cuftom the^ i^ht oP 
dopvting )' while diftrifls. Very populous,- "do noc 
participate tfielSftiwis. "This irr^ularityi appears' 
ckmtrary to mahy inc6i*trftiblfc priircipfcs j ■ -but' it 
could not be rectified 'wkhduc- augme'h^g die 
force of th« dwiibcratical pait of the government, 
Withouc dangef df breaking^ tojuitibWumi whitlt^ 
has been fo werf prcfervcdYor ^ centu^ ; iritt if 
ever the^ -confent to- render, the reprefentation 
more eqoal> It would beindtfi^afable to llrengr^en 
■rfie ether-Wo branches. Incqu^ity of reprtfenca- 
tion> above all, produces this advantage; that a- 
great part of the people identify ihemfelves much 
lefs with the' deputies <^ ihe- commons, and die 
{fflblic 'opkii<»i is lefs corrapted by- thepafTions 
that may agitata the lower houfc*." There is 
deep fcnfe in this remark ! theaiithor, w^io is one 
of the beft of men, and moft honeft of ptrfmdans, 
tf'ho was a leader in the conftttuenc afiembtyV and' 
.marked, • with great acumen; their errors, felt the 
truth he here delineates, and fawthe overthrow 
trf" their conftitmion in the eagernefi -with which 

• RtcberdtM 'dr let Cauftt qui ant ti»f&b£ Iw EnQdHi de 
dninirlabieii I79*t tom* u> £• ifz- 



■L;,gl,ZL.[j,.C00glc 



( ; '74 ) , 

die- people, incorporatdl as i[ were, with die iSf': 
pudes, .till thofe without talents: ixc&tnt aa 
corrupt as thofe wbofe only talent ^a» corrupting 
the hearts of others. What fad,. n-Jutexpcriment, 
do 01^ .rffprmcrs pr^end.' to, on' v/iach to ground 
the certainty, that if, tholeappar^nf defri^.bf the' 
conftitption were rcmoved.the power irf.the people,; 
wiihogt property, would noi, in confegtieoce, gain 
enough— :— to enable tlticn to gajn niorq — r-and 
to advance, by .means qf thofc fteps— r— ^tjll ifiey 
gained eii? The cafc.irf the French Bevolutton 
is much, ftronger in the affirmative ^an any other- 
to ^ produced ,in.^he negative j- but 40 fpealc of; 
cafes' is abfurd with the refomiers, for they pTQr> 
ceed abfolutcly on theory and Rights of, Man; 
thoft; well adapted foundations for a republic ini 
Bedlam. ■ . . . :,.. 

It appears, to me, that there would be a fingular 
propriety in the affpciaiions which 9k at prcfcnt 
fpreading through the kingdom, petitioning (kit- 
liament to pafsan afl to declare all clubs, aflbcia- 
tions, Ipcictics, and meetings of men, that af- 
femble for the purpofe of obtaining changes in the 
conAitution, illegal, and that no noting can le- 
gally correfpond, either in their oiya name or in. 
the names of their ftcretary, or other officer, with., 
any foreign body or government, , unlefs fuch 
' inecting is fanftioned by charter. The. friends of 

order* 
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order and goiod gorernmenc are itOW coll^edi the 
time iff prociouiy and Ought not to be loft; And 
while we Ki threitened with the horrora of anarchy, 
k behovei as to-have asmOch adiriry and energy 
in our defence as the violac6rs of all hunian rights 
ha\ne exerted in tlirir attack : for men to t^ usy 
in foch a moment as-thi% and £tuated .a» we ate 
with the enemy of mankind on one ftdcj and the 
torch of rtrvolt lighting ih Irelaiid on attotbec -fide 
—that thfcy are not Jacobins, but moderate xtxa,- 
wifliing re/erm, is as in^mdeot as it would be fiw . 
a thief to iky, that he is not an afiaJTin, becaufe 
he only holds a candle while anbtfaer on*- toy 
throat. 

That government cantmtbe improved, -and 
that legifbuicui fhould be the only fcience to Rand' 
fiiil, by no means follow : experiment profcribes' 
only greacchangesj fnriall and ^adual advance^ 
in times of. ferenity— fuch advances as put nothing 
to hazard, muft be good: It is eafy to lay the 
finger on grievances' in England, which every 
boneft and moderate man would wilh removed ; 
but it is not when much is demanded, that little 
fhould be given'; for the plain reafon, that die 
little will not theh fatisfy. 

I fhall not be fufpefted of thinking tithes a light 
pievance: but they are a grievance that would be' 

ii 
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ill -nimeiSed by th« Ws «f the crop_ that p^s than i 
th? enormity f^ thftitajces I pay.i^known to ercry 
mwi that" reads th« trails I (wWiftn-'heayy as they 
ore, let th«in rtim*9 T^tiieK tiao be- changod'for « 
(ontrii>uHon fencier.e -, the little left me ii my own* 
vhich might not betHecrfe under, the -pure diC 
pcnfations ■ of- JacdbiQ «q[iiality. . Evils, ceitabily 
cxifl: in pur lyfem, ahd:;they are ftich;a5:Wfll, I 
truft; 4iei remedied, gfaduaHy, by the leg^flature^ 
, »£Hng froni ica own ^piilfei. and -^not fiom th» 
iftflueiice of chibs-aistlre&nnLng Ifocieties. 

\ It xras an old oblervation-, that a rehublic coukl 
fubfift on the trappings of a monarchy. The 
French have fet the feal of experience here, as iti 
(fvcry (iWiecTCafe, Md havcfhewn, that citizen fio- 
bedpiew, and c'ltizen-Roland, can otn-^ E,mperar- 
Jsfi$bmA King Geor^ in.ratravagancej the rabU 
e;iormoua expences, that'-cver any nation was dc- 
Ijjged with, are the prefent in France;', .a fingfc 
month's DEFJCiENcyii ly^nuiUions, or7,7oo,oool- 
flerling ; this is fpendhig at the rate of 90 miUicuu 
a; year. Paine fays, « It is cruel to. thinlcof * 
millioQ a year to. a king " but it'is not a bieak-- 
faft to an aflembly of .citizens. There is a gieae 
deal in the civil lift of England that does not con- 
cern trappings. The payment, for the fupport of 
thofe trappings, do 'not probably ajjnount to. fix^ 
peoce » head upon the population of Grcatr-Bri' 
tain. 
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tain, for which fixpence e^ery man ha^ . the fup-^ 
port of a chi^ con(tE^3le> that keeps all the other 
conftablcs to their duty. Inftead oF feipence a 
head paid for tranquiUity, the French new pay 
iive fliillings a head fbr kcqiihg a gahg of cut 
throats^ and an aficmbly of mad dogs. A fplcn-^ 
did impend court might be fupportrd out of 
fomcthing woffe than tr^pings of the French 
republic. 

Monarchy, fays taihCjfitf//^' contffffiftihte things 
J compare it te femetbing kept behind a curtaini about 
vibicb there is a great deal of hufile and fujs, <md a 
•wonderful air i^ JeemngJ^lemnity j but when, by any 
Incident, the curtain happens to be opetti andibecom- 
fany Jee what it is, they burfi into laughter. He 
has fince, in the character of a legiQator, had rue- 
ful occafions ofwitneffing» tha.t repre/eniatien can 
. Exhibit Icenes mol% bilrie(que> and to the fbll as 
laughable, as any in monarchy ; and that the U- 
gidators of the Convention, dctermihihg priol-ity 
of fpcaking by boxing (a kick for a trcpe, i 
black-eye for a metaphor, and the defcent from' 
the tribune that of being tumbled or hurled upoa 
the benche$), to the fhouts, clappings, and hiflings 
trf" the galleries, have upon a ihoufand occafions 
prefehted fpeftacles admirably, adapted for moving 
the .rifible faculties of fpeftatorsj not -forgetting 
the nickname of Qwr Thetford ftaymakcr — the 
N ^unchinello 
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punebmllt of the Conyention. ** This ttibuni,'" 
iays Danton, *' is bccotiifc an amphitheatre for 
gladiators*." 

If Fraoce fhould ever again pf^JcTs the {»«ek}ut 
moment of imprtjving her government without ' 
convulfions, which opportunity Ihe had, and lo^ p 
or if any other great country, having an indigent 
poor, ihould meet fuch a moment— «^>erinKii« 
ipeaks CO them but one language.-^— Take the- 
British Constitution, not becaufeitia cteo- 
rctically the beft, but becaulc-ie is pra&iodly 
good ; but t^e fecial care not to miftake that 
conftitution, and give the poilbn of peiibn^ re- . 
prcfentatipn j. for,, in fuch an error, your imp(MT of 
Britith liberty wQiald becaoM the eftabliAuneat of 
French anarcbj^. 

The concIuEon m^ be comprefled in » few 
lines : the danger of the momwit is great indetd^, 
2xiA only to be guarded .againft by the moft ynrc- 
mittcd diligerice and aftivit/:' — exert that dili- 
gence, and bring that aftivity into play.by an una- 
nimous fupport of the adminiftrationr cntrufted Ski 
prefent with the public fafetyt the queftion is not> 
whether you are a friend or an enemy of that ad- 
miniftrationj you are certainly a friend to die 
lives and .properties of mankindi Join in aflbcir 
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BtioiurorDurdefence> agaioft banditd) cutthroats, 
and Jacobins'; join agaiull an enemy more fubtic, 
and tbererere njorp dfii^rpus, the friends of re- 
form j the 4ffi>ciators W^p wou!d plant che treie of 
equal liberty} the mountebanks who have a French' 
n()ftrum» and Birmingham (^aggers, for the dif- 
eafcs of our EogliQi conftitution* Guard againfl 
fucb mifcre^nC attempts by pointed relblUtions; 
and call, with one voice> on the legiflanire to 
fupprel^ by vigorous and dcciGve laws, the clubs 
(^fedidon; the a£foctations that call themfelvesour 
" copftutional" inftruftors and our ** friends j" 
Whole lelTons are inftltutes of anarchy ; and whofe 
ffiendlhip— ihould dicir tenets prevail—- would 
cement with our beft blood, that National Con- 
vention of Britain with which thofe (bcleties have 
fo Uwly threatened tn*. - 

* I know pot bow otbtr men fed af ttadiag tbe rcgif^it of 
htttAn^t of JaaUiu, rtfoTtiws,JrUiidi ^ tbt tV^MtUm, fruHdi tf 
Itt tiitrtj if tbt freft—hat to me they appear brff firfical, half 
^Igiiflhlg ) a ftrange jambte of fpccchei, ud H"'>V'"gj and ftng- 
tngi one if doubtful whediertbe proper letributioa would be to 
con&der tbcm a* tiaitort, and fend tbem to the Tower | as mad- 
neir, and eonvey diem to b^lam ; or at diftiuben of tbe p«ace» 
and lareep them all t» the ronnd'faonfe. There it no govermneat - 
Upon caitb, or tbit ever exited in dte world, thi* alone excepted, 
tbaiwoald permit affonbliei, thcprofeBed purport of ■faicb it tp 
poll it in pieceti whofe objea it to declare their owo dilcontent* 
and to reader th* people at unhappy at tbemfelvei. To confidei: 
i|hc epth^tt the}' g!v« one another, and the toaSi tb^ drink, a. 
M a bye 'Bander 
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^efiiett g/" a fFar. 

tvery reflefting itiab muft, on convitftlon (^c- 
rived from long experience, ' be an enemy to War ; 
iad murt be, oF opinion, that tliat fyftera of policy 
ftught, at this timei- as well as at all other fieriocb, 
to be embraced, which promifcs us the longcft du- 
ration of peace, for the fifty next years to come. 

b)'V (Under wiAiM ftppA& tbe kiogdonf hnf been for fome time ia 
a (late of utKT ruin— and thit ibe tibemti of the people were ^cb- 
deied (he fport^f tyrants^— He would iaiagine that the prefs hid 
been unil«i' an imfr'anaiur, but removed by the zeal of an indivi- 
duah that the petipk owed all tAeir rigBtJto Aiotter member: 
- ^uMrffrtJenlatieji in parliameat bung m the lip* of a third: 
and ihat ■ the property of Englaiul wduld be at the neccy of extifii, 
were it not for the cxertiOD of a fourth. And, attending to the 
Ipeechei delivered, he would find, to his fiitprize, that the people 
of England did not owe ttieL- happlocft tv their gaTemment, bat 
were cajvUil inlo profperity ; that they were i/iSimi, viewing with 
envy the gkrimis canqurfii </i Irifli reformtri. Such a bye-ftatidcr, 
not well'informed of ftxits, would reitainly conclude, that Englilh- 
itien were more miferable than any nation on the glube, and parti- 
cularly than Frcnehmen. Speculative irruigwnenii of fiate rfikci 
are Ibmetiaiet amu&igi^et uafuppofe one of thefc orators a fecie- 
tary, another atecretary'alecretary, another atrcalurer of the naff, 
a fourth paymafier, a Kflh Cicreiary at war, and a fixlh anomey- 
general i what, in fuch a cafe, would a< once become of all thii 
ruin t Where, alas ', would be found the right* of the pr«lt, ib« 
j'ight* of the peojik, the rights-of rcprc&ntation, the fightiof no 
ex<i& ! A magic wand ia waved ovor the ifland, and evil* fiy "tt 
.Uke the evaporation of an ethereal inift— the oKnofpliere clears- 
(he fitn DUtae*. This i* not fuppofition, or theory : it. ii F&c7t 
-deduced from a tbouCind ExramuasTi—lt is bifterf, exftriciici, 
and men. 

This 
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This ought to be the only rule of a llatefnuti; and 
jf, by avoiding holtilirtes with thefe new deftroyecs. 
-of mankind at prefent, we had any chance of prc- 
fcrving pcace> my wea^ voice Ihould .urge our mi^ 
iiifters to guard it with the moft fedulous precau- 
.tions; but it, on the contrarya preierring peace at 
frefent be only whetting the fword% iloring the 
jiiagazines, and dilTeminanng theptinciples^ which 
-are by and by t^ be eipployed agaihft us, wic^ 
tenfold eSe^i and, above all other points, plant- 
' ing and nourilhiqg .diofe principles among us by 
every infidious artj if fuch fliould be the confe- 
^uences of peace at prefent, it muft be fufficiently 
apparent .to .owery reafonable mai^ that oo tbp 
long account^ every year of war, at this crifu, 
will probably fccurc ten years of peace in its train j 
flnd confequently, that the policy of permanent 
fieace is, of all others, that vhicb tnoft clearly 
■calls for temporary w^^ . 

Such a coincidence «f circumftances, as pro- 
duces this Angular fituation, has very rarely hap- 
- pened. In almoft all die former wars, in which 
this kingdom has been engaged 0ncc the revolu- 
tion, our government, or the oppofition to govem- 
jnrnt, has looked at tis own interefls only, and but 
Jeldom at thofe of the nation^ The war of 17+4, 
was a war abfolutely without an objeift, and brought 
jon by the oppofition in parliament, raifing a cla- 
N . 3 ■ maur 
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mour againft Sir Robert Walpdc. The war of 
1756, wa$ a commercial war, for the pretcrvatkui 
"of colonies. The AmcricMi war was to retain 
'^ole colonies in obedience; a war, partly of ohii- 
Tmerc^, partly of gOYCrnment, and partly popular. 
^ut, on trae political principles, all thofe three 
wars, to which wc owe nearly the whole of our 
national debt, were ill-judged, and ought to have 
been avoided : the atcatnmenc of the objeA in view 
was not worth an Hundred pvt <^ the ezpcnce, 
much lefi the chance of attaining that'objeft. If 
the objeft before us now were of no grcaKr mag- 
iiitudej God fwbid that any honeft man fliould 
liav« pleaded for hoffiliries ! Had the French 
contented themfelves with the domelHc arrangc- 
tnehts of their own government, what would hare 
-'been our concern in their tranfadions ? None. 
Nothing rithei" in policy or pretwice. Wbecher 
^leir edifice were philofophical, atheiftical, or me- 
taphyfical;— rwhcther iheir parliament affembled 
in one or two houfes ; whether they purfued the 
lights or wHMigs of Man, all were die fame to 
us : and acc6rdihgly our gsvemment, greatly to 
its honour, was a mere fpeftaror, not an indif- 
ferent Ipeftator; but rather friendly than othd- 
vile. But when the new Revolution, of the 10th 
tf Augaft, brought odier principles into play j^ 
when the republicans, who then mounted aloft in 
"i^'SfiAm of ib^ 0771 rufiiig, prodaimed priad? 
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pla Jxedif oScnGve to the govmime« of evsry 
country around tbon-^-aod, in efieft, dedared war 
againft dum, in die famous decree of fuppoit to 
all rebels who willied for French freedom*; when 
•hefe holltle declarations were found to fpring from 
the vidnraes that atrcnded their anns — when the/ 
were accompanied with the moft bufy, impudent, 
and intnilire interierence in the parties and difcon- 
tents of tbefe kingdoms, and that in a tone and 
manner equally inlidious and dangerous : when 
all thefe circumftances combined to liJl our go- 
Terament with the utmoll: alarm, what condcm- 
nauon would have been adequate to its demerit, 
bad it afted on any other plan than what it has pur- 
sued i It is not a queftion, whether there Ihould 
be a war or not — but whether a war in 1793 or in 
1796 ? War with an enemy powerfully attacked 
bj otha%!' or with the fame cacrn^ after fhe hath 
conquered others ? Shall it bewar in St. Domingo 
and Martinique, or in Ireland and Su0exf 

Thole who have attempted to pcrfuade us, that 
we are in dattger in this war, from the ftrengih and 
n^gour of rtpublUan France, have their motives 
ffir fuch an opinion} but, according to all the ap' 

' • Tfie Coavcntion dcctarci, in rfce name of ihe Frencb nation, 
«h»t it will yant alEftance to all people who *iJli to recover their 
Kbcity, and cbarget the esemtive power with gtviog the tttexStry 
Drden to the geaeriil* for giving lUccour to fiiJi people. Nov. 19, 
asAtiti M b> ptinled ia all laugnagei. 

N 4 pearances 
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peamnces on which human forcQght cad buUdi the 
idea has little of juflice for its fupport. Th« 
dangers that threaten at prefent, are thofe that 
threaten France ; they have orators, it is true, who 
perfuade them, that they are invincible, but when 
you examine the cireumftances of the force rdied 
on, thev muft nuke any rcafon^le man fmile.-r- 
Does the fay of oar troops require messy ? Our 
barvejis and our vintages, cur raw materials and 
txanuf azures; will tbey be lefs abundant, becauje a 
crown of fix livres is wertb mere er lefs than a 
crown in ajfignats ? Frencbmen will be- fed, cleatbed^ 
Udged, warmed, armed, and encamped fo long as tbey 
have a fertile foil; suid cur territory js very mucb 
increajedfmce tbe begiming ef the ■z^jir,— ■ — Cloots, 
February 5. 

Such are the marvellous politics of the orator 
of the/««j culottes -, for nothing rich enough to wear 
breectica merits the epithet human, in the clafiHica- 
tton of this fyftcm of natural rights.. This fpecch, 
received with applaufe, fhews fufficiently, what arc 
the hopes and refourees of the Convention. They 
have extremely rich land in Auvcrgne, and there- 
fore they will fight very well in Flanders ! Th^ 
banks of the Garonne yield great crops of hemp, 
confequetilly their fleets wili be eifeftive friends to 
'lippo Saib. Money is neceiTary to Kings, but re- 
pubHcans know hovir to do without itl The very 

flrft 
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■ firft- lines, the firft rudiiMcnt3 pf -political fciencc, 
are all crafcd in fuch ideas : this orator^ the powers 

r of whofe mind go no furdier than jgiving fluency to 
: noDlbUej fpeaks io ctHnmon with many other 
members of their pandemonium, of all France rifit^ 

■ and marching co the frontiers. , I do not jcooccfive 

■ it pofllble that any perfop, in this enlightened 
country, can be fo ignorant as to be decdved by 

I fuch ftulF: one or two obfervadons, however, will 
not be thrown away, rather than die principles of 
natural force may be better underftood, than for 

- tbe'ConfuMUon of the Fnifljan orator. 

f 

Guiding myfelf by their own authorities, I may 
jlate their extra refources, from the r^al and 
ecclefiaftical plunder, at four milliards^ that is 
175,000,0001. fterling: their laft accounts ftate 
the value of tlie polTefllons of 70,000 emigrants at 
' '4,800,000,000 liv. : here, therefore, are at leaft 
«ght milliards, or 3 jo,ooo,oool. fterling, in Cloots* 
folid real wealth; the wealth of rich land and fer- 
tile crops i they have had befidcs, if you will be- ' 

■ lieve them, an annual revenue of 600,000,006 Uv, 
above 25,000,0001. fterling. Now what has been 

. the refult of all this I They have coined paper to 

the amount of 3,000,000,000 liv. (131,000,000!. 

fterling) J and, after all, they have, widiin thefe 

fcw days, coined 800,000^000 liv. more of paper » 

about 



bvGoogIc 



-about36,o:o,oiool. ftttling*!!! Thusprovinga 
4ireCt ^^gativc to all this egregtous politician's 
doftrine. No government that ever exifted in the 
■waA6t came into the pofleHiM, -or rather Jnm the 
'.plunder, of ftjch -fetid wealth ; and yet it is of lo 

little cohfcqucncc, that they are now driven, after . 

«Cngpe> and that a triumphant campaign, to the 

* " The ■turn in'' FVtnee, ondcr the aetr conftitndon," £171 
?aifi*', "anBOt^uite if(<.«b«ul." TImtc nCTci wa« one fjrllaUe 
•f tnitb in 'thit, even it the time he wrote. The- (air accoiint of 
tbeir taxe) U thn* to be calculated— the fnini afiually raifed, and 
the cTileinnit on ttie afligmrtt, «IeduAing ibc arrean Itated by 
Claricre, from four jeart taxation, the remainder will be about 
9 ,#00,000,009 lirt ei --io per cent. BB.jfSoo^ooOjOoo livm is 
S,ito,aoo,oao li»re»— ia all 3,SSo,ooo,ooo livres— wfiieh divide 

-by4T asd the refult if $to millioni— -fo,i50,ooel. AerHng perait- 
ntim; wbmt j4«. (d. a bcad,:cxiortetI from a. people withoat 
tsit, nanufa&jrer, or ind<iftiyi infteid of Ids than'sot. a head* 
paid under the old goternmert, with every brancb of induftrjr aoi- 
mzied ^nd floTiri&iog I 'In how fitort a fpacc of time can a rrpre- 
.^MatifOt govenmcnt cacfert the ealeolationj of this great peliti- 
' cian into a refutation of e«ry one of his arguoientt 1 What mo- 
narchy is « up to thi»?' My eftimate cannot be exaft, but it i* 
probably under the fafl, as will aj^ar, by comparing the dek, 
-M Aattd by CbabM Jn one period, and l>yMecker in another. 
ThenoraMt tt not amvetl tatllowaato reckon the whole of at 
£gsata a« a lax i it feems, Iiowerer, faft advancing, for the eourfe 

, of exchange with England i»+ at 9^, having funk for^hrea 
•wonthsfaft, nearlyin the ratio Mr.Playfair foretoldj and th« 

' ereationof iicflmmioninMwe, Mjelyjordired tobciflued, wU, 
arkhont doabl, continue the deprelGon. and Ipeedily involM tW 
|;oTen<ntent io inextricable confiilion. 

tMayai. 1793' tInMay, 1791. 

cxtreniitN^ 
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'Cnrenuties of adding 800 to jjOOOjOOOjOoo of p»- 
pcr! paper! paper!!! " It would be impoffible, 
on the rational ffOxm of reprefen&tivc govera- 
Dient, to make out a bill of expcaces to fucb -an 
enormous unount as the deception of monarclqr 
admits," is the aifertioa of the great politician Mr. 
Paine, "who now has hourly means of recdving die 
convi£l;ioit'of his own falfdioods^ and of Teeing, 
in oxnmon with all Europe, 'tbac no monarchy, ' 
which ever cxifted on the globe, ever' made oat 
fucb -iS ifiil-ii that " concentration of knowledge 
in a ftatc of conftant maturity*,"-the reprefentativc 
tyTMiny of France. With the rich land and abaa- 

- dant harvefts of three-fourths of France in thdr 

- power, they are fo poor. To ragged, and fo hoi^^y, 
that half the regifters of dieir ^(entbly is occupied 
with cries for raiment, demands for food, com- 
plaints of famine; a nation without bre^, and ar-* 
mies without breeches, 

" Reprefentarive government," fays Pain^ 
" poDc^es a perpetual ftamina, as well of body as, 
of mind." The error here is fmall, the per- 
petual ftamina is of paper. ** It exifts not by 
fraud*." No, gende reader, it is mere honour, 
futh, and honefly to heap the paper Pellon oa the 
paper OlTa ; and, when at 60 per cent. (£fcount, to 
decree dtfltk ^ the punUhmenc of doubting ift 

• PtiHe. 

par' 
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p?r iralae. This is reprefentatjve' parity, A?t 
" admits not a reparation between knowledge and 
.|»wer*j" but runs "parallel with the order and 
;immutable laws of -nature*," 

Such ace the ii.£ls,j — they (a noble I^ord in 
England is of the fame opinion) were too ignorant 
to know, that fuch would iDcvitably be the'refult; 
— and this orator of the human ra&f continues 
ignorant, in fpitc of all tlieir experience. He 
mightj liowever, have known, that rick land and 
the wealth which, in home confumption, may be 
called folid and re^U cannot be brought into effect 
in a war at a diftar\ce, but by means of a circulat- 
ing Ipecje of fuch credit, as to command commodi- 
ijcs. Affignats, bcfon! a livre of this 800,000,000 
js circulated, have created a famine, and r^fed 
the price of wheat to 50 liv. the fack, or 100 lir. 
the quarter (4I. 7s. 6d.)j the new iflbe will in- 
creafe this fcarcity, and .throw a proportionable 
impedignent in the way of every operation of go- 
ycrnment, . Great discontents, and even infurrec- 
lidns* have been frequent in varmus parts of the 
kingdom j what will be the confcquence of adding, 
in fucccflive campaigns, to this enormovis amount 
of circulating mifchief — of Jnjcfting into all the 
veins and arteries of the polirical body, not blood 
but poifpn ? The value of rich land, of harvefts, 
. • Pain*. 
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and vintages,, will foon be foand, when the GRcr 
wings which ought to convey them, with viral rf- 
ficacy, to the frontiersy become paper ac lOO per 
cent, difcount. It is taxes paid in fpecie, or in 
Something as good as fpecie, that envies the pub- 
Uc to avail itlclf of private wealth. If eight mil- 
Mardi pf real wealth leave tbcm beggars, i<x wane 
of MONEY", the experiment is furcly complete 
4nd finilhed, for all except toaventioir politicians \ 

" While Mr. Burke," fays Paine, •• has been 
talking about, the Bankruptcy of France, the Na- 
tional AiTcmbly has been paying oS the capital of 
its debt. Not a word has either Mr. Burke or 
Mr. Pitt laid this icHion on the French Bnances. 
The {■a\:^Et bepns to hetoo well underftood, aiidiat~ 
fofitien will/erve no longer^ — The finances of the 
new government will place France in a fituation 
worthy the imitation "of Europe." The author of 
the hodge-podge called Rights of Man,, fays, in 
the lame palTage, that Mr. Burke talks like « 
■dreamer of dreams. V/hat arc thefe vifions, Mr. 
Paine, if they arc not dreams F The elevated 
mind of Frame* has proceeded with the fame migh- 
tinefs of reqfon* in finances, as inr; every other 
branch of adminiftration — reform and re.genera. 
tion the theory — paper,, poverty, and bankruptcy 
0ie praftice. 

• Paine. 

The 
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- The 6b}eft ef the war bang a durable pearej 
ittvncd by the ddlxuftion t^ a combination of 
refonners, who> not content with operattng on the 
b^Iis of their own country, ipradAim improvement' 
and holliUty againft all their neighbours— fuch be- 
ing the great objcft, the principle of felf-defrncc, 
vhich inftigatcs the war— it is "but of fecondary 
Oiomeot what the immediate event of our military 
operations may prove. Our prolpcft however has 
nothing to alarm; the ftate of the French Weft 
Indies is fuch, that a Britifh fleet 'has only to ap- 
pear and meet the greeting of friends. The Rights 
of Man and Equality have prorol too ruinous to 
be liftened to after the flag of real freedom appears 
in ihofe feas; this is the expeftatbn in the Con- 
veatioD itfelfj and their rccompcnce is the idea of 
giving freedom to Tem 1 

If there is truth in the reprefentation I have 
given of our danger— if the field of that danger is 
St home — and if in this war with France v?e have 
JO 6ght, not through ambition or for conqucA, but 
•for the prefcrvation of our lives and properties 
againft foreign and donieftic foes, combined for 
pur deftniaion ; it then Turaly behoves every man 
that wi&es well to his country, to ^ve firmnefa 
«id vigour to that govemment.by .which alone we 
can hope for defence and fecurity; by as great 
unanimity a$ our enemies will admit— by rejcift- 

ingi 
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lag, reprabattng, and holding up. to abjufrnix^ 
every idea of altering, refonning, or tan^>crif^ af 
ib dangerous ,a- crifis, widi the coriftitotion at 
which we owe the proTperlty that is fa hateful an 
obje£t to the Jacobins of France} by exertii^ ouf ' 
felves, erery man in his individual and colle^vp 
capacity, with all vigour, to promote tbe views o^ 
goTcmment in an cno^ic conduA of the war, by 
~ which alone we can hope for a continuance of tho& 
blefliogswfuchbekjngtousasBricons, The public 
condu^ which the governnicnt of this kingdom a£ 
prefent holds, prcHnote^ the deareil ititerelts of the 
people,^d ought to render it popular and redded. 
Succefs under God depends on the people bearing 
the burthens, wkjch the necclfity of var pay im^ 
poie on them, wlch patience and chewfulnefs^ 
convinced as they mult be, ^lat the war is noc . 
only juft, but abfolutely and eflentially neceilar/ 
Co the lalvadoH oC all that makes life dclirablc ^ 
the peace of families — the furety of dwelling^— 
the fafety of life— the fecurity -of property j— they 
will confider its expence as die facnfice of a little, 
for'the prefcrvation of the whole. 

I am old enough to itmember diftiodly the 
whale courfe of the war of 175^1 to have reile£te^ 
on the events of that, and of the American war; 
and though I felt as an Engliihman ought to feel 
ior the honour of his country's arms, yet the cventi^ 
made; 
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tnade no deep imprcffion on my mind^^notturig 
perfonal created the lead anxiety 'in my bofom. Iil 
the prcfent conteft there is none of this want of 
intereft — the rapid cooquefts of the French, in the 
laft camp^gn, filled me with apprehenfion and 
gloom ; I faw, with horror, the elevated crcfts of 
our own Jacobins — I marked the meditated mif- 
chief, and felt, that all for which I wilhed to live 
had received a Ihock. The late events, which gave-- 
hope of a turning tide, revived my fpirits; — my 
houfe became more my caftle — I viewed my farm 
as more my own — I began to feel the foil firmer 
under my feet— and that the fun of Britifli free- 
dom might yet Ihinc with beams unblotted by 
deeds of hdrror. What were vift'ories in Hefle, 
or defeats in America, to the peifonal feelings of 
ti farmer in Suffolk? alike to him or conqueftot 
defeat.— Noc fo in this conteft, eventful to every 
human feeling — that comes home to men's iujineji 
and bojoms ; in which defeat will rob him of his 
patrimony, his friends, his life, his children -, con- 
vCTt his country to his gaol, and raife the hand 
he may have fupported to afts of plunder and of 
death. He who docs not feel his property more 
fecurc, and the lives ftf his family more fafe, in 
confequence of every fuccefs gained againft that 
band of cut throat wretches, that ufurp the go- 
vernment of France-*— has a bofom touched by 
vibrations in no unifon with mine. ' It is a war c^ 
humanity 
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hununity ag^nft the ravagcrs and deftroyers ' of 
the earth ^ and the period of it might have given 
one the horrtblc profpe£t of feeing men (the mem- 
bers even of this profperous and happy fociety, 
tempted by vile 3mbitioii> or inftigated by the po- 
verty of profligacy— marking power as the ofF- 
fpring of confufion, and plunder the rcvfatd of 
anarchy)— of feeing fuch men repining ac vi^ries 
that fill every honcft bofixn with joy, and glorying 
in defeats difaftrous to the caule of humanity. 
The victories of this war tend to prefcrve liberty 
on the Brm bafis of the Britilh conftitutionj pro- 
perty on law; and life in the pure difpenfations of 
unfufpefled juftice. But to what tends defeat? 
Let riie French fyflxm eftablilh idelf, and there 
fets the fun of England's liberty— there flies, as 
before a peftilence, all that renders life fweet> o» 
property defirable : — ^plunder, rapine^ blood, fuc- 
ceed. 



PetitU* 



bvGoogle 



( 194 ) 

PetiticH of tbejacobitt Setieij, called Frtqtds of the 
.People, frajitig a Reform* 

This peticton, which fills a pamphlet,- vid was 
rabricaced by the fame perfons who hatched the 
other Ubeis, alfo called petidons — refen, in its firfi: 
line, to the /pirit of the conftitution'j left the 
Houfc, or the reader ihould miflakc the intendoik 
which produced and pervades the whole pejfiton- 
- ancc, that of abufing and vilifying the conftitution. 
Si it iSt in favour of what it ideally ought to be, ia 
the opinion and theory of die petitioners. 

They fet out farther, with afierting, that " the 
wifdom of opr anceftors contrived to render the 
confHnition beneficial to die fecurity and h;^}pi~ 
nefs of the people" — thus referring to what tho 
conltitudon has beeii in former times j contrived 
by wifdom, and happy in Us refult. They finiOx 
many of their paragraphs with, " and this your 
petitioners are ready to prove j" — why did they 
with fo much £-licitude, tack thofe words (a mere 
parody' on Palne's is not this a _ good thing?) to 
every period where the afTcrtion is fo futile, that» 
whether it be true or fa'fe, is not of the Icaft con- 
fcquence, but omit it wherever a bold aflertion, of 
fome leading fait, is puflied forward, on which to 
found the main buttrefles of their argument? 
Whea. 
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When Uiey aflcrt the wifdom, fccurity, and iiip- 
pinefs of former periods, and deny them aM in thi 
prcfcnt period, why not add here alfo, ekj this 
ytfur petitioners are ready to prove? Becaufc 9 mif- 
diievous tnd dfcceptious cunning is a conftlnicnt 
ingredient in, Jacobinifin; thtfe men know" and 
feel that the)' could proVt no fuch thing. They 
will cover your t^Ie with prooft, that thirty-five 
places, by burgage tenure, ftnd fcvcnty memberS ; 
but not an Iota 6f proOf' do they offer to fupport 
their aSertion, that that conllttution «^hich' is- now 
•* a grievance," was once '' pure." WJiat frivo- 
lous childifli trifling is this!-^It is like talking 
theory in a debate of tWo days and then dividing 
40 members, who ou^ht alt, if their arguments - 
were good, to reprcfent counries ; inftead of which 
there wert but fix county " friend" among 
them!!! 

But " grievances !" — ^Thelc pfctitioners arc hatdy ' 
enough- to urge grievanoesj and when 'they are 
afltcd for their grievances, rfjey produce the confti- 
turion! There is the only grievance they namel 
Inftead of bringing forward real grievances, which- 
thcy would do if they couU find them*, ihcy dc- 
icribo 

* f>f wlikh 1 nolatile inftance eccnnrd, ia a funml accuEuwH 

brapgfit fonratd in fjiliimenlary refom), againft hit Majefty*» lai- 

niflen, for keeping; the riifpeaed domeftic* of Egalii^— and ib« 

noted Dr. Mwcvrell Ibnie lwur« on board a piclcn, u conoaTy t« 

Oa kv 
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fc;ribe the conftitution } thcjr arc " jealous of whae- 
ever appears to vitiate its purity." But where are 
your " grievances?" None arc to be found. 

It is fcarcely poffible to believe, that men of 
talents cou'.d exert themfclves fo much to produce 
.this artful petition, in which they allude perpetu- 
ally to grievances, and not fee, while they were 
fabricating it, what bugbears they were drefCng 
up to catch the eye of the ignorant, and to fervc 
the purpofe of that which they, in vain, endea- 
voured to find. The national debt I certainly an 
evilt but Mr. Fox, in the fpeech printed with this 

" petition*, exprefsly fays, that that evil has not 
been owing to a defedivc reprcfcntation } aiid he 
fay? truly. What next? Bribery and corruption 

. at eU^itms. This is perfeAly droll : thefe friends 
of the people come forward as their champions j 
and the pica is, that the people are bribed and 

. law and conQitiitton. What a pan^;yiic on (hi: glorious countij ! 

that nrni tremblingly alive, and lefjionrive to the faimell and almoA 

imperceptibk vibrationi.ofdifcoiitent— .of evil, could it be found; 
* —upon the )mta.^— Seating for their game, can find none 

and are forced to conttfi, that thej can find none, by pouching 

Biet and maybugt for tbeir qnany. 

• I read the petition in the pamphlet printed by 'Di\iTtX.tr—Spachei 
tf Pill Wid Fox i to tK'hicb ii annixiA, &t. <vo. " lo fotne of the 
petition* on the table, the acmmulation of the public debt was im- 
puted to the defeft of the reprefentation, and he was lonj to fee 
fuch an abfurdiiy in them." P. 54. 

corrupt ! I 
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corrupt 1! Indeed? And you petition the Houle 
of Commons to cure it I By what means i By 
multiplying voKrs amongft men who now com- 
plaiil of their own corruption ; becaufe the cor- 
ruption of *' fifteen thoufand" voters is an evil, 
give us the comipcion of 6o,oco!- Such is the 
realbning of the people's /rjrti/j.— — Well i pro* 
ceed with your grievances. The exptnce of cmttfted 
ele^iens tried by ccmmUUej of the Houfe of Com- 



Thiols the moft curious article of the whole, 
and Ihews - die compofition of thofc men, who 
cc»nc forward as friends of the people. An im- 
parti^ committee, chofen by balldt, giving forty 
days attendance to a trial, is ftated as a griev- 
ance* 1, I remember being in the gallery to hear 
a debate on Mr. Grenville's bill, when General 
-Bui^oyne ufed the remarkable e^^irefllon (Elud- 
ing to the former method of detcnnimng contefted 
eleftions) — vnouldyou^ Hettentot-likej return to your 
guts and garbage f-^-^ThcCc friends of the people 
arc lovers of the " purity of conftitution enjoye<t' 
by our anceftors ;"— the gots and garbage of 
former rimes. But the eonfticuuon might be fo 
framed, fo altered, fo improved, fo refiored to ori- 
ginal purity ^ that contefted eleAions could not be 
tried. I have no doubt of it: we (ee it juft {q in 
France ; no committee of the Convention has yec 
O 3 fat 
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&t4o try a conteftpd cledioa. Tlieconte^ ispw^ 
yiaufly decided by the pike; anfi the " eleftiva 
franchise" is fo valuable ^d fo irecj that of 
1 50,000 voters in one city, 9000 only appear tt 
the huftings : were the 141,000 othecs to offer tQ 
poll, it muft bfl in batfle array, or their vote wouh} 
be tHeir dc^ih warrant, Here tl)en is great fim- 
plicity qf eleftioft, and no expence, and no elec- 
■ tipn committtes, and no " wrangling of lawyers j", 
nothing of all this; — — but there are things whicl^ 
you have not named — the pike, the axe, and the 
halter j three ^iiginfs of wonderful efficacy ip pn- • 
fifying e|edjons, 

S^cb 19 the lift of modern *^ grievances. "-t« 
Tlitre ends the JHidget of evils : all the reft of tho 
fetitioi) is m^C up of a ^efcriptiott of tl^ confU- 
nition ; plaqas ehSt where ^e voters do not ex- 
coed 50— wh^fc they do oof exceed loor— where 
they did not exceed zoo-r-and fo on j all vhict^ 
(^e " petitioijers are ready to prove." The only 
circqn^ncc that demjnda a ippnient's attention, 
'if their reprcfenting thefc fat^ of the conliliLtutioa 
as grievwic?s,, T^ey have no r^al ones to conj- 
plaiti of, arid thecefore n^e the conflitution iCi 
ielf a grieyanc&T-ihis is but a ha(h of Tom Paine, 
who faid we h^ no conftitutton; and that tlie bill 
f3f rights was a bill of wron^. Thcfc men kiww 
|t^ (hey pjuft ^ttcfnpt, in fome way or other, t* 
ihew, 
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fltsw, that the prcfcDt mode of defiJOD is aQ evil, 
on comparilbn wuh preceding times ; and as do- 
ing this faMj and hqncftly is uKerly impoffible, 
they recur pcrpctualljr to die " principles" and 
** fpirit" of the eonftitution, which they are cun- 
ning enough to know admits of torturing at plea- 
fijre. They make no didinflion between a go- 
vernment, and the principles of that government; 
which is, neither more nor Icfs than nonfenfe. 
But nonfenfe, when flowing from fedition, is not 
apt to be without a meanings — and here the mean- 
ing evidently is, to fink the conftimcion and raife 
its principles. — ^Wc know what the former is, but 
who knows what rcformen would fubftitute for it, 
under the name of principles ? Tbcfe geoilemcn 
never feem ki fee an objeft clearly, but when they 
have involved it in a mill'; diey conjure up thb 
principles of the government, and confound them 
with the govemnnent iifelf, in order that the un- 
vaiy may not know one from the other i may not 
be able to diffinguifh the eonftitution, from the 
monftcr they would palmi^n us for it. In rfic 
fame fpirit they aflert, that public hapjnnds de- 
pends on the '* third cftate being created by, re- 
prefenting, and rcfponfible to, the people thcm- 
■felvesi" a paffage containing as many errors as 
words; for it is to be remembered, that by the 
expreSion ibr feopUf thefe refomicrs mean always 
dw whole msfs of the people: the Houfe of 
O 4 Commons 
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Commons was not created by the peoplCj but by 
the crown ; never did teprcfent the people in any 
period of our hiftory ; and is not rcfponfible to the 
people. What wretched ftuff are thefe etetnal 
aflertions, without fact, without fupport, without 
proof; yet do thefe petitioners prefume to lay, 
that they lay before the Houfe " not general fpccu- 
lations, deduced from theoretical opinions, butpo- 

■ fitive truths, fufceptiblc of direft proofs." Bravo ! 
To the fame faftious purpofc they go on ; — '* Your 
honourable Houfe is not an adequate rcprcfcn- 
tation of the people ; and therefore contrary to the 
fpirit of the conftitution." An adequate reprefen- 
tation ! What is an adequate reprefentation ? 
Do they offer to ftate what that means ? No. Do 
they fliew the inadequacy, by the weight and num- 
ber of grievances they quote? To what fhould 
the rcprtfentation be adequate, if not to the " fe- 
curity" and to the *' happinels of the people f* 

■ ■ Do they fhew the unhappinefs of the people ? 

Their poverty and diftrefs, compared with other 
.nations; in their employment, wealth, comforts, 
their dwellings, cloaths, and food ? Do they Ihew 
the infccurity of the people ? The oppreflions by 
tlie Crown, or its miniftcrs, the danger from the 
"military, deficient 'juftice, or 'corrupt judges? 
Nothing of all this. If the Houfe of ConunStis, 
then, is adequate to the happinefs of the people, 
it is adequate to the fpitit <^ the confiitucion } and 
changing 
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ctianging it for a tnuch-cnned and eagA-ly viihed- 
for convention, would not be a, cure for the evik 
of thepeople> whatever gratification it m^t prove 
.for the ambition of their demagogues. 

But further—" The prefent complicated righti 
of voting," the " caprice," " obfcurity," "- con- 
fufion," *' intricate qualifications," " ftrange dif- 
tinfbions," " are regulated by no uniform principle 
of voting " When were they regulated by a uni- 
form principle i In what period of " purity" was 

fuch uniformity to be found ? Never ! Nfr— 

not for a fingle mcwnent. Why then alk it at pre- 
fent i Bccaufe in theory a conftitution might be 
better than that of Britain. Very good this ! The 
peopleof England are to give up that order of 
things, which has eftabliflied national happineis. as 
the inheritance of a great nation, in exchange for 

the theory of forty FRIENDS !- 

JFiU up that blank with an epitijct adequate to 
the '■ modefty of fuch a propofal. 

They go on and tell the Houfe, that the want 
of fuch uniformity has deprived the people of all 
participation in that privilege, the fi-ec cxcrcife of 
which affords the only fecurity they can polTcfs for 
•he protcAion of their liberties and properties."— 
This is exprefsly declaring, that every man .who 
has not a vote is a flaveiL. this is the doArine which 
makes 
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intk«s ODC million one hundred and dglity tlioir- 
■ftnd Caves in thi» kingdom : he who wants the 
'^fy JfcuTity that can render liberty and property 
fafe, has no liberty «• property, bw at the plcafure 
of others, i.e. he is a political flave. This paf- 
■fage merits great attention, as a commentary on 
ihefc' fpeeches frorri the oppofition benches, in 
which ferjenal reprejeniathn was dcclftred to be an 
«brurd idea. Here perTcnal reprefcntation, by 
iiniverfal fuffrage, is demanded cxprefsly ; for if 
they aflert, that their liberty and property are in- 
fccure, if they have not perfonal reprefcntation, 
th^ rhoft efftftivcly demand fuch reprefcntation. 
When, therefore, Mr. Fox, in his fpeech of that 
day fiiid, that only one of the petitions demanded 
untverfal fuffrage ; he meant fuch an afTertlon as « 
pleafantry, but could not be fcrious ; the faft vs, 
«hey every one demanded it, in words as ftrong in 
fhdr import as if they had exprefsly named it. 
The Friends of the People can therefore hold one 
dodrine in fpeaking, and another in penning peti- 
tions. It is good at leaft to know this, that tho 
confiffency of thofc ihould be underftood who urge 
jhc incoRfiftcncy of others, 

A Right Honourable gentleman, who fupported 
the petitions, is reported to have faid, in his fpeecff 
on that day, " it had been faid that French ptin- 
«ipks were facinating.' IWould any man now 

fay 
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fay th»ftca(^ principles were iacoating ? 'Whitf 
then had we to fear from what no'nidn in his 
ien&k would wifti to copy ?" — Turn over a fewr 
. pages xif the fanie fpecch, and you meet with the 
following wcH-ds, which I fuppofewere meant as « 
comment on the text of that pafl^ — " It was 
iaid, thata Houfe of Commons, fo chofen as to be 
4 complete, reprefentative of the people, would be 
too powerfxjl for the Houfe of Lords, and even for. - 
the King, they would abolifh the one, and difmifs. 
the other. Jf the King and the Houfe of Lords, 
lyere unneceflary, and ufelefs branches of the con^ 
ilitution, let them be difrnined and aboljfhedi for 
the people were not made for them, but they for 
the people." Thofc who were prcfent on that day 
know whether fuch words were fpoken or not — I , 
take it for granted they were not — and that no, 
man iJi the .'irft claflcs of fpciety, who has filled 
the Brft offices of the State, and expeds again to fill 
them, WAuId talk fuch language : I have no doubt 
but the Right Honourable mernber is mifrcpre- 
fcnted in the publications which give, under his 
name, the fentiments, pot of a Bririih leginator» 
but of a French Jacobin; of a Convention incen- 
diary — pne of the fliamefu) confequences of al'ow- 
ing the fpeeches of the members to be publifiied. 
However, whether fuch words were or were noc, 
fpoTien, liiey are printtd andilifpcrfed j and I con-, 
fider them not as the opipions of a great and re- 
fpct^ablc 
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fpe^bblc fenator — for that is impofllble — but as 
fentinients I find in a pamphlet, belonging no 
matter CO whom; and examioing them with this 
view, I may remark, that the latter pafi&ige is a 
complete anfwer to the firft; for French principles 
. muft be very fafcinating indeed to. allow fuch de- 
clarations to be made in a Britifii Houfe of Com- 
mons : thefe are French principles — they arc prin- 
ciples that would not have had cxiftence in this 
age had republican horrors been unknown in 
France; they are fentimcnts borrowed from the 
tribune of the Convention, generated in French 
bofoms, and tranflated from French exprelHons. 
Can it be needful to point out the tendency of fuch 
language ? It is not a queftion whether in the laft 
refort, in the expiring ftruggles of civil anarchy 
and confufuHi, there be truth iri'fuch opinions, th& . 
truth of the fentiment (fuppofing for a moment 
that there were truth in itl*) is the laft enquiry; 

but 



* Thofe who af&n, that the kiog and noliility of Enghod 
were made for tlie prople, do not feem to hare any juft recollec- 
tion of THAT which H7fli/^ the people of England: fuch has been 
the foftering and parental tendemefi of ihi» govemmenr, that the 
conltituiion of England, formed by the Crown and the nofnlitj, 
may, with great truth, be faid to hare produced tlefitfU: Beyond 
■11 belitaiion, the Crown and the nubility made the conllitntion: 
and the people, properly h called, never thoroughly interfered, 
on their own acconnt, but to dcftroj it ; 'the cafe, in 1640, 
when tbfir operationi produced what they are alwayi fuie to do, 
&ft anarchy, and then defpotirin.' Tbt Creiva arj lb* bartni 

bid 
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but to fpeak fo lightly of events, which could not 
take plfice but in the midfl: of horrors, of carn:^, 
and uniTcrTal ruin : to talk of the abolidoo and 
di&nilCon of two branches of a leg^dature, that is 
known in the eftablifhment of felicity, only ; in the 
diffufion of profperous freedom alonej is' in the 
fame fpirit as that which fcatters firebrands and 
poifon, carelefs alike of property and life. For the 
good of the fei>plej ahoHJh the Lords, and difmifs ibt 
King I Why, this is the identical theory and prac- 
tice of France ! It is the pernicious jargon that 
has fpread devaftadon and blood from Calais , to 
Marfeillcs. With the kingdom fwarming whh Ja- 
cobin focieties, lefs noify, but not lefs numerous 
. than before the war, is this a mc»nent to familiarize 

laitf the fonndation ni that which, at the Rerojotion, mi, 
ttf the mbillty, matured into the prcfcnl tonaitulion { by making 
that canftitution, they made ai[ the conSitution ba« generated i 
that is, wealth, felicity, the people, the nation. Bf making 
liberty, they' made Engliftimeit— Nurfeit their infancy, eftabliflied 
their manhood. By conrerting enllaved villaini into a free pea- 
faniry, by giving the blefllng* of a cood goremment, they 
gradually produced a great, a happy, and a free i^ation ; a nation 
SO free, that it now feei, in the licenciournBTs of liberty,. inenit>«n 
in its family (or vipert in its bofom) ready to turn againft the hand 
that fed tbem, and to repay, wiih a mortal Aing, the maternal 
' 'warmth (bat houHlhed them. What then can be fo prepoflerous, 
a* to alTert, that tbe crown and the nobility were made fbr thofe 
who were created by their infiucnce, who were falhioned by their 
handi' What groTs abfurdlty, toftart fuch .J|iielliont at all? to 
tKing into fpeciilalion ,i;iqiiiries To fuiire, ai whether a father i* 
made for (he benefit of hit fonj or .the Ion for that of tbe father. 

the 
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(he Mrs and minds of the [)edp!e vich changed of 
this dreadful import — to leflen the liorfors fek by 
mankind at the idea of fuch convutfions g to coit^- 
De£t the good of the people, even in imagination^ 
with fuch defperatc dieories* ? Whik inen, tvei* 
great men, can fpeak fuch luiguage, or notfpcak-' 
ing it, can aUow it to pafs under thdr names, is 
this a moment for aiking whether French princi- 
ples fafciniux any longer f Yes, in truth, they tia 
fafcinate; they thrive} they fpreadj they grow with 
frdh vigour — they renovate in vernal profufiei). 

The fame men who fpeak fo lightly of abolilh- 
ing the Lords, and difmifling the King, for the 
good of the people^ tell us alfo, that the war is mif- 
chievous, and peace the only policy j they repre- 
fent the danger from French principles, and French 
power, to be at an end, and that our mihifters 
ought to make peace. The infidious art itnd 
mifchievousdelign with which that opinion is now ' 
attempted to be propagated amongft the people » 
the duplicity with which every evil in the" king- 
dom is attributed to the war, down to the com- 

* Tbe hypathefit the -</' by n« means extraEls the danger of tliit 
fentiinent ; for it reemi to eftablilh in the opinion of the fpeaker, thab 
there U no impropiiety in thinking of fock abolition, {wovided the 
previoui quc(Uon in the mind ii decided (hat ihey are ulelels : H 
tfot ihit an eneouragfipent to our Jacobini and Republicans, to de- 
cide the propriety of rui;h abBliliaBf liating previouQ^ determmed 
Ihtir cpinWM of the ujt/ifaefi!' 

mercial 
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rtmciid fa3iir«5 of men viittH- on die cKdit'of 
thoufands* were fpcculsting on boriOwetlnMlUoniy 
ruined alike whether. in peace or in vair, and io- 
iblvent before a gun was fired^ marks the aial 4afF-> 
fcr of the prefent moment. _ 

What w»s the flbj?^ q£ jche war ! ■ ■ ^ thi» 
pwM be afcertained clearly io evfrjr rational mind,) 
for it is. the. polar ftar .tbat^ caa alone £;uid£ Mm 
through th« {TpafuQoii joT arguments «ti(h, w^icb 
Jacobin oratory entangles the qudlion hetht de^ 
ccption of the people. Th^ olgeft was the j>re- 
fervatiea of the Britilb cot^itucion agaaift the at- 
tacks — avowed or concealed— open or infuiitnis— 
by cannon in Flanders,, or by Jacobin clubs in 
England— of French principles. Every friend of 
his country faw to coavidlon, that if' ibe pTeiich 
fyflem^ ibe French republic^ eftablilheii itfcH* on 
friBcipleiMttddedaratiom ef Rights efMtmt equally 
applical;^ to aU manluad,- that every govenunenc 
but their own was in the vatA inuninent danger ; 
ihdr impudeiu declaration of affiftanoe to all lite 
rcbds of the world -was but reducing 'iitevicablo 
confequences to the form of a declaration ; tlie 
conduft, the refuk flowed of nccellity from ihcie 
fyftem, and the danger to their neighbours Iprung 
from die .eftabliflimeot of a mob gowraipcnt' in 
^'rance> wbofe intereft led them to the deftru£tioD 
of evCTy other government. 

■ What 
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What then U thequeftion of war and peace? 
Is the end anfwered for which hoftilities were com- 
menced? Is France fo arranged, by the defeat of 
Dumourier, as to give fecurity to her neighbours ? 
■ Nothing lefs. The republicans, Jacobins, and 
regicides, are in power as much at this nrtoment as 
when we b^an the war; and to fuSer fOch a gang 
of banditti and cut throats to eftablifh thmilelTes 
the maters of fuch an empire, is as dange- 
rous to every country around, as it would be to 
my Bock 'of ftieep to allow a breed of wolves to 
fettle and propagate in one .of my woods. The 
objed; of the war is to eftabliOi fuch a govemmenc 
in France as ihall be confiftent with the fafety of 
her- neighbours. Is that effeded ? 

But our Jacobins, all to a man, abhor the war, 
and cry for peace— they are confiftent in fo doing 
— their iagacity is unqueftionable— they know thac 
a peace would tend to eftablifh the republic of 
France— and thac is the firfl: and furefl: ftep to a 
republic in England; thus the inducement of our 
reformers to call for peace is identically the motive, 
with every real friend of his counfry, to pcrfift in 
continuing the war. 

But while our Jacobins are conftquent to their 

own principles in the cry of peace, their cunning 

quits them when they cover the table of the Houfe 

■ ' ■ of 
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Kit Commons with petitions for reiurm and per- 
fonal reprefentatibn -, and yet, in the fame breath, 
tell us that our dangef is over, and that French 
principles fafcinate no longer : thofe petitions arc 
the cleareft proof that our danger, fo far from being 
over, is great as everj. finge thefe petitions ar» 
thefpawn of thoK principles, and while a re- 
public exiffis in France, to wtich Englifh republi- 
cans can look for fuppbft,,that danger, in its full 
extent,' will continue frcfli and alarming: what 
greater reafon can be given for continuing the war 
with vigour? (jive tu feace^' ab'olijh the Lords, 
and dijmift the'King.' XVithout' doutJE tfibfe de- 
mands' are' rightly coupled; for what receipt fo 
furely tb.produce the aBoKtiori of all but JacobJii 
anarchy^ as to have peace, intercouHc, and frater- 
nization with the regicides of France! With 
whom treat? Power, in that wretched country, 
changes hands as quiclcly as human depravity can 
"bring fbi'vC^rd tillains of a blacker dye tha'h their 
prcdeceffors. What fecurity his Marat, and Ki» 
gang, for their power, except that of being truer 
blood-hounds than Petion/and his crew? And 
lee a darker band arife than Marat's, and where 
would be his authority ?' The terms of a treaty 
would be kept or broken at their pleafure ; invio- 
late in their diftrefs, but trampled under their feet, 
fhould fuccefs a^n attend their arm's, againft 
tnemies riot fo cafify duped as' Ii^glanS. 

P Is 



L,gL,;L0h,CoOgle 



( i<o ) 

Id this critical and dangerous erilis of the fate 
of Europe, every man that does not wifh to (^ a 
' republic eftabliHicd in England^ muft be, on all 
the principles of fclf-dcfencc, a friend to the war^ 
and a determined enemy to thofe propoGtioos that 
ttnd to leave a republic cftablilhed in France^ 
for the fimpldl of all reafons, bccaufe fuch a ^>- 
vcrnment, fixed on the principles upon which 
alone it can now be fixed, is abfolutely inconMcnc 
with the exiftencc of any regular government 
among its neighbours ; it is the eftablifhment of 
eternal hoflility againft all real liberty, and con- 
' Icquently agalnll that of Britain. The infidious 
peace which Engltfli Jacobins now pant for, would 
lead, with infallible fteps, to a fiiture war, a thou- 
fand times more terrible, and that could end with 
nothing but utter deflrudion and conqucft ; or the 
immediate eftablifhment of' a republic, founded 
' on pcrfonal reprefenution, equality, and Rights of 
'Man; in other words, on zoaicby ra^ng in thi 
vitals of the kingdom. 

Oar flocks may be low— our manufa^res dif- 
trefled — our commerce impeded — and our gazettes 
filled with bankruptcies, inftcad of viftorics ; the 
charged piifture of our fituation fliall be accepted 
from the Jacobin benches ; but what would all 
thefe be, were we to liftcn to their crafty calls, 
and, by making peace with the regicides of 
Fraoce, 
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France, dhUifh the Rights of Man, that h« thi* 
laws of anarchy, within the fighc of our coafli 
fraternize with thofe who defire nothing better 
than to fraternize with us; and who> but the other 
day fraternized us to the very brink of a revolu" 
tion. Where then would be our fi<>cks, otir ma- 
nufa£tures> and our c(»iimcrce ? What would be 
the employment of our gazettes ? Would para- 
graphs, that gave us the re^fter of- Citizen Fox* 
Citizen Qrey, and Citizen Sheridan at the tribune^ 
the London municipalities at the bar, and a mob* 
with pikes. In the lobby, demanding the trial of 
die King — would thefe pay lis for the change? 
Low flocks, and a checked induftry, are bad things 
—but is a Jacobin government a good one ? Ga- 
zettes of bankruptcies are- bad alfo-^ut would 
fuch gazetKs as- thefe be better ? Let us, then, 
regard' the calls to peace, that come from Jaco* , 
bins, widx the- contempt they merit : we under* ■ 
ftand them well ; our " friends" mult thicken the 
fUmfey veil with which th^ attempt to hide their 
views— their wm is feen — their intention known. 
We know what is tovired by the expreflions " a 
war of kings and defpots," and the " bteflings of 
peace," that would be reftorcd by " a pure par- 
liament*" 

" If there was ever any danger to this country, 

from the propagation c^ French principles, or 

P a from 
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frbm the incre:ded domtmon of FpinitiEy tfiaV dan' 
ger, unqueflaonaWy, is completely at an end." 
•*. Involved in a moft ruinous 'war> tbe whole 
CoOiiinercial credit of the nation ia Ibakeo; and we 
have funk} from the zenith, of ow profperity^ int« 

the moll KBCSSSIT-OUS- and DISTHSSSED- SITU ATIOir. 

In this cALAMiTows sTAtE, With refpeft to credit 
at home, and war abroad, nothing could tend ib 
piuch to deliver the country from thclc DRSADrui 
BviLS, as to. have a pure and uncorrupted Houfr 
of Commons, emanadng freely and fairly from the 
people*," Thi& hideous caricature of our fttua- 
fiony is found in a fpeech uihering into the Houfe 
the petition of the people's " friends," and rcftfr- 
ring to and defending its tenets ; that is> unirerlal 
ji^rage. Thus the honourable member manifeiUy 
holds out to us'perfonal reprefentation— to which 
■ feveral added, in the fame debate, " fiiort parlia- 
ments" — as the cure for thefe ** dreadful evils," 
that, refult from our government prefun^ngto de- 
fend the Briiifli conftitution againft the attacks of 
French Jacobins. Such a " pure" parliament 
would foon- put an end to this •• rmnous war." — 
How ? By mdcing an immediate peace with the 
regicides, and . acknowled^ng the republic of 
France. This is what we are thus told a "pure" 
parliament would give us. The gentleman knows 

... th» 
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diat fucb a parliament, {o chofen and fo fitting, 
would give us all this iiiftantly j and I believe that 
die honouratde gentleman alio knows^ that it wotild 
g^ve us abundandy more. It would «a& us of 
the " ruinous war of kipgs," for it would fooa , 
ca& us of the eKpeace of a king> and it would en- 
tirely diffipite the." dreadful evils" of s Houfe 
of Lords, and the " calamities" of a nobility. 
Xh/crt Would be a whol^ croud, a hoi^ of evils, . 
and neceflities, and calamities, that would be, dif^ 
iipated with the breath of fuch a parliament : ic 
would be cffcftively the govefntnent of the 
PEOPLE i and we did not want the French Revo-~ 
lution to tell us what this is: the neW tnith, 
brought to light by' this great cvtnt, is, that per- 
fona! reprefcntarioii is the government of the mob.' 
And what is the conclufion ? That" property pof-' 
Affes die government at prcfent, arid oughtto 
keep it i arid that witen a* coarfe aitd ficKe Jaco- ' 
bin tells us> riiat tWE people will have what, 
Jacobins petition for — it is in the fime ftrain a» 
telling us, that the people will focn be imvin- 
-ciBLE : all thefe cxprcflions,; fo daring, ofifcnfivc,' 
and' Itoliile, and which touch the verge' of trcafon,' 
Ihould convince reafonrfjlc men, more tijan a.. 
tboufand argumpts, thx -our danger is nocovor; 
that French principles yet fafcinatff; tWruIn and 
reform arcfynonanousj-and thai^ with Jacobins^, 
war is the true riieans of fafcty, 

- Tz ■ 1754. 
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The progrcfs of Jacobinifm in England, fliews, 
too clearly ta be miftakcn, ' what is the real 
objeft aimed at by thofe who ■ are the moft violent 
for reforms of various , kinds j — to level property, 
has long been the real, but it is now the declared 
objd£t ; and the people of Britain ought to know' 
the lengths to which Jacobinifm can, in the full 
face of day, march in this country. 

The progrcfs of unreftrained liberty of writing 
and fpcaking, is more rapid in its paflage, from 
common errors and abfurdities, to the grofleft and 
moft fhocking tenets, than many perfons may be 
willing to believe. "Xht depraved vitiated appc 
tites of a public, pampered with the luxury of fc- 
^ition, will fopn demand the higher feafoned treats 
<if blafphcmy and treafon, Many fediiious writers 
prepared the palate of the mob for, the produftjons 
of Paine ; but, after the appearance of^his works, 
the inflamed imaginations of men, who could ad' 
mire him, demanded, in future, opinions more 
paradoxical ; bolder aflertions ; morals more de- 
praved i and impudence more unbluf|iing. 

Fortunately for the talte of fuch readers, a than • 
has appeared in diflenting ranks, well qualified" to' 
pot down the modefty of Paine, by the extremities 

• Mr. Gddwin, 
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to which an unbridled licence of publication, coold 
carry the fpirit of refonn. 

A croud ef writers, from fimilar feminarieSt 
had called for various reformations in our govern^ 
ment, which feemed to bear hard againU the con- 
ftitution of the kingdom -, but generally under the 
cloak and pretence of a refpcft for the principles 
of it. And men who meant well, could not eafily 
unravel the difficulties palpable in attempting to 
reconcile praifes of the French Revolution, which 
aboliftied monarchy, with an affefted approbation 
of a King in England. An author has appeared, 
who has explained the whole ; withdrawn the thin 
veil that formed thofe feeming enigmas, and given , 
a detail of the perfeftion of political justice, in a 
dllh peppered high enough for palates cafe-hardened 
by the ragouts of revolution kitchens. Faine de- 
clared monarchy an impoflure ; this writer copies 
the exprefllon*; but, improviog on the fentimen^ 
and adapting it to the*' progrefs of mind," he adds, 
that " the objeftions to limited monarchy, arc as 
great as to defpoiic ones f." 

Many reforming writers have contended againft 
the feverity of our penal laws ; but in this age of 
philc^ophical light, the opinion muft be improved 
and advanced. This writer condemr.s, in the fe- 

•P.+.3. ■ tP.44. vcreft 
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vfrflt terms, all punUhment -and cocrcipivi -tlte. 
palTages are too long and iiumerous to quote^ bu( 
he fays-^** There h no criterion erf duty to any 
inan, but in the exercife of his private judgmcat. 
Whatever "attempts to prefcribe to his conduft^ 
and to deter him from any courfe of aftion, by pe- 
nalties and threats, is an ea^ccrable . tyranny *." 
"Whatever this opinion may be, it is^ without quef- 
tiob, confiilent with the principle of admitangj 
anarchy ^hd mafTacre to be lefs ?vils than go- 
vernment ;— rhe who murders aiSts better than the 
law that puhifties die murderer. It is thus tha( 
Te^ormers proceed jj ifheti we hear qbjediong ta 
thejurilpnidence of Englaxid, and propofitions for 
change, . who cai^ -be aware of the fyftena that i^ 
foon to be founded on the firfl conceffioo ? Toy 
wpuld not hing a man for. pealing a fli?ep ? I'^o 
(o be fure." What is the' iicxt ftep ?T-Npr foy 
Oitting the ifeqatfof mco. 

'Whcna,genttcn32n iaid-^'*. Jf the King apq the 
Houfe of Lords were unneceffary- and uf?l?fs 
branches of the conftltuuon^ \ii them- be difrni0e4 
and aboliflied for the peopfe were not made for ' 
them, buL they, for the p§ople,"-7-whp.dpijLbted but 
fuch fentirrjents would find admirers apd imitatorsji 
who could, by, (bUowing a, iimilar train of thought), 
arrive aiiftiU greater fubliniitics i The, ip^?r. did, 
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not taUc of corre£ting, or mendings or purifying, 
tbe regal office, butof dlfmilling die King. How 
congenial with the author of Political Jujiice j— 
" A king is the well known and ftandjng appel- 
lation for an-office which h^ been the bwe and 
t^e grave of human virtue ; why attefinpt to purify 
what 1'$ entitled only to execration? Kiogs and 
Lords fubfift qnly ynder favour aad eifor of op- 
prcflioo. *,'* 

It muft give a great orator much pleafure to fee 
fuch principle^ followedj and dilated into the 
*' perf«£tibility of maiij" flowing from the energy 
*'■ of anarchy ■"-—" the ipcntal improvement ao4 
tranqiul virti4.e''>hat springs fripm maffacres i-T»-thc 
rent-roll of giiglgjid abolilhedi — afld the wives 
and daughojrs. pf gendem?n the *' right q£ the poor 
in thp comrripnagc o( nature," ' All- ihefc " pcr- 
fedibilitics" fl<(>w in a diiedt. (tream from principle^ 
from that which difmifllcs 4 king and aboliihes a 
fcoi;ifc of paEli«ncftt foe the gogd. of the people. 

^laoy writers, have arraigned an eftablilhedl 
churtjh, adraitangt at the fvne time, the utility 
<Mf a clergy.; this fuljlimi; refornier will not adnriit 
the qfeewn of virtue itfelf, fo taught:—" The 
(iM^ malicious esomy of mankind could not have 
ittitcttKd a f<;hcip^ more deftruftivc of their truo 

happmeu 
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happincfs, than that of hiring, at the expence of 
the ftatc, a body of men, whofe-bufinefs it fliould 
fecm to be, to dupe their cotemporaries into the 
praftrce of virtue *. In like manner he fays, 
that •' reform mull not be Jiolen on the commu- 
nity, but rcfiilt from general energy f." It is not 
the oije^ of reform, liberty, or a good conftitu- 
tion, .'that Is defirable, but the means i theenei^j 
which he explains to be anarehy and maiTacre. - 
Hmce, by fair and direft conclufion^ religion is 
m'cff J but the writer does not leave fo important a. 
difcovery to be drawn by implication. The belief 
of the exiilence of a God, and of providence, is, 
it (eems, inconfillent with the" perfeftibility of 
man." Here are his words, — " It is an extreme ' 
error to fuppoft^ that the courfe of naflire is fotne- 
thing' arbitrarily adjufted by a defighlng iiiind." — 
•* Oaths take for granted the exiftenceof an invi- 
Kile governor of the world, and the propriety of 
OEO- addrefling petitions to him j both which a man 
usxj deny, and yet continue a good member of 
fodety X" K* whofc theory teaches the merit 
t£ atheifm, wjll never be far from the praB'tce of 
wngenial virtues : the French Revolution had al- 
ready given us the connexion of irrcligion and 
anarchy ; of atheitrn and maffacre j Mr. Godwin 
brings them together, for the benefit of England. 
He is the profefled panegyrift of anarchy ; — " It 
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bvGooglc 



( 219 ) 

arvakcDS the mind, and diffufes tocrgy and enter- 
prize. It is accompanied with a fpitit of Independ- 
ence. It difcngages men from prejudices and im- 
plicit faith J and, in a certain d^ec, incites them 
to an impartial fcrutiny into the rcafon of their ac- 
tions." And, in the following palTage, after de- 
fcribing all the horrors of malTacre, he alks,— 
** "Suppofe that the inevitable tonfequcncc of com- 
municating truth, were the temporary introduftion 
of fuch a fccne as has juft been defcribcd, muft we,' 
on that accotmt, rcfufc to communicate it f " 

Such is the natural and inevitable progrcfs of - 
the fpirit of reform, aided by the liberty of the 
prefs: the imaginations of the mob are firft flat- 
tered with the idea of perfonal reprefentation, and 
being told, as this writer tells them, that ** every 
member of the community ought to have a fliare 
in its adminiftration ;" and as fuch democnttical 
confufion can generate nothing but anarchy, anar- 
chy is then fhewn to be a fmall evil, and mafTacrc 
itfclf not to be confidered as an obftacle to the 
*' perfeftibility of mind and' truth." The train of 
fciitiment is like the feries of events in revolutions; 
tUey begin with moderation ; but what is reform 
in the commencement, becomes malTacre in the 
^^Mtcltifion : thus fedition Aides, into treafon, and 
generates tenets from which every honeft heart re- 
volts with hoiTor. 

Byt 
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. Buc what dire^ and real obje& qui be m vrw, 
when a man g^vea vigour to the b^eft depravujr ; 
fenSions murder; profcribes puniftimcnt; and, 
iTOuld hurl the Deity from the throne, of heaven; 
fpeculations elaborating from 5' mind,'* the fumes 
of hell ? The objcft is palpdjle, and even avowed, ■ 
from the finA page to the laft of this bulky ema- 
nation of" mind/'-^LEvELLiso rRopaaxy. " It- 
, is a dmple propofition, that all republicanifmj all 
equalization of ranks and immunities, fttongly tard, 
K>wards an equalizatiouflf property *." Nothing^ 
more true. He makes this equality the objeft of 
all irr^ravemem :•?-" Repuhlicaoifm is not a re- 
medjr that ftrike^ at the root of the evd. But. 
vhat Ihall Hop the progrefs of ardour, and im-, 
jravcment, where the -monopoly of preperty is 
unknown -j; 3"—-" No right to property beyond 
fcody flielter, and raiment." — " The rent-roll of 
England the moft fomnidaMe penlioo-lift. Here- 
dit^y wealth is a premium paid to idlenefs; an 
imnaenfe annuity; paid to retain mankind in bru- 
tally and ignorance." Here thea is the motive 
which a/auflteS' the writer j— equ^izing property, 
vill be conxenient to. him, in order to get what he. 
does not poflefs at preftnt . anarchy, may pecvads 
die land, and the ftreets fiow with blood ; no cnair- 
Her, " truth." and " miod," iwU triumph* a*id the, 
»' pcrfedtiWity oCmao wiU.floutifii. 

• p. iSi. it P.»ti.. 

There 
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■ There have been French philofopliers (hat havt 
preached the benefits of an agrarian law ; but this 
tiew light c^ the reforming world, carries the prin- 
ciple to ill property ; even to property in woineh. 
He urges, ftrcnuoufly,- that they Ihould be com- 
mon, that- the •* rich may not deprive the poo^ 
of the commonage of nature *." " Marriage," 
fays he, " is law, and the worit of all laws; it b 
an affair of property, and the worft of all- proper- 
ties. The abofition of marriage will be attended 
with no evils f ." " It cannot be definitively af- 
firmcdi whether it be known, in fuch- z ftatc of fo- 
ciety, who is the father of each itidividaal child; 
but It may be affirmed, that fuch knowledge will be 
of no- importance. It is ariftocracyj, fclf-lofve, and 
family pride, that teach us to fet a value upon it 
at prefent. I ought to prefer no human being to 
another, becaufethat being- is"my father, or wi^ 
or my fon ; democracy will foon give lu the abo^ 
lition of furnames '^." 

I believe in truth, Wiat if ftfch writings arc al- 
lowed freely to be circulated, democracy will ef^ 
fe£tually abohfticveiy tlung that has hitherto bctti 
rcfpefted in the world } all tangible prc^rty, wid 
all moral good j it will aboUfli every poffeffioni 
and eradicate from the heart and^mind of mat* 
every feeling that does. honour to his nature, ajid 

•P. 37. tP-«5* IP. IS^' 
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erery ray of knowledge that raifct him above i 
brute. It will banilh aH chat decorates his mindi 
and, turning retrograde Mr. Barry's adniirable 
tablets of the civilization of mao> re-conduA him 
from Grecian talle, and modern elegance, to a ftate 
of nature ; Ht him once more for the cave } clo^e 
him in Ikins ; and ftring his bofom for dalhing his 
infants againll the Hones *, as if their bodies bad 
no more feeling than his own relentlefs and re- 
morfelefs heart. Then, according to thefc mif- 
creant paradoxes, will he arrive at " perfcftibiEty 
pf mind i which, by degrading man into a beaft, 
is, according to this marvellous genius, to render 
him fleeplcfs and immortal I ! ! — " Why may not 
man be one day immortal : but we mufl banilh 
fleep, which is a diftcmpcred ftate of the faculty of 
^ught -f." " We arc fick, and we die, gene- 
rally fpeaking, becaufe we confent to fuffer thefe 
accidents X" 

Dr. Johnfon, Ipeaking of Whitehead's being 
fammoned before the Lords, for his poem, called 
- Manners, adds, "■ Whitehead, who hung loofe upon 
fociety, flculked and efcapcd ; but Dodfley -s Ihop 
and family made his appearance neeeflary." I 
Ihall not enquire whether the author of Political 
Juftice hangs on fociety, or will be hanged iy it{ 

* See Mr. Byron'i Nanative— the Indiint of South America. 
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but chat a confiderable-boakreUer coulil be founi 
to hazard his Jho^ and his ears may be thought fur- 
|)rifing. jf the adminiftratcrs of any governinent 
in the world imagine, that conltltuted powers cut 
remain fafe wljile fuch works are propagaicd, they 
are in a moA fatal delufion, and will uievitablf 
betray all the property of the community i to di- 
vide it, is a dodrine that will find many abettors; 
and why fuch mifchierous tenets, that fhock everf 
moral feeling, fliould be allowed to poifon the 
minds of the people, is a. queltion hard to be fc- 
folved by law. 

This work, and^ there will be many more fuch, 
is one of the fruits of the French revolution. Tfae 
author is admired and applauded by. ihofe wha 
pr^fe that revolution. He is the very good friend 
of our reformers ; who, though they do not prof^ 
to go quite fo far, adopt principles that, by ana- 
logy, cairy therh equal lengths. Without any 
"doubt, the author is a violent enemy to the pre- 
fent war, and will be as warm as the foremoft 
of oppoGtion to beat up for petitions and rc- 
monftrances'againft it. Thefe opinions coalefcc . 
and melt into each other; He tells us that *' France 
i^ the moft refined nation in the world, and will 
lead to revolutions *." France, however, fall* 
flibrt of his idea of perfection, whicH is manlfeftly 

that 
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that of the abfence of all law arid all gbVirnmeht,. 
with " cohfciencc the only tribunal*}" a fine tri- ' 
■faunal in that mind, that can declare " ghitihide 
no part of virtue f-" ** To be fubjeft to.a King,'* 
fays he, ** is to tarniOi and undehnine the altar of 
virtue J." But an aflcmbly is alrhoft as bad ; " a 
■National AiTembly introduces the evils of a fifti- 
ous. unanimity i the minority muft afftft th^ execu- 
tion of the will of the majority j — nothing can more 
direftly contribute to the depravation of the hu- 
man underftanding and diaralSer; rendering man- 
kind timid, diflcmbling, and corrujjt fl." " The 
cxiftencc of national councils pernicious." " The 
deciding upon truth, by calling up numbers, is an 
intolerable infult on reafon and juHtce ^." Do not 
all thefe extravagancies prove the real nature of 
reform ? That if a firm ftand is nfat fomcwheft 
made there is no end of the fchfcmes of improve- 
ment which will be called forj the government 
afked by the Friends of the People, will fee a ty- 
ranny to the Conftitutional Society; the fyfficm de- 
manded by that body will be hideous to. another; 
and theirs again defpifed as ihort of " trutfi,"by the 
author of Political Juffice. Where then ought the 
ftand to be rnade ? At the threfliold. Yield not a' 
jot to him who brings, at whatever diftance, ." pcr- 
fe^biUty of mind" in his train. 

■P.I.r. tP.!+- JP.««. aP.s69; %P-S7J- 
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Mr. Godwin was fucceeded by another wntefj 
.vihoy under the ' title of Peace and Reform, has 
ufbeied into day Sentiments whiah> though not 
xquaiiy daung ill -the <xpreflimi, fpring palpably 
irom -the iame fpurix. Though publiihed A> 
Utely as.the winter 4793-4, it contains a laboured 
defence of the French and their princij^cs. 

Their attrocities are by this author extenuated 
into popular conmi»rion and tanporary confufion- 
■-'—'Tke heft of governments caanot always prevejtt 
ifspular co9imoti9>!S,-r—ff^refig to apply the crimes of 
individuals, or the temporary aefidental confufidn 
. and mftbief, to. Uif principles which situate the 
ma/s of the people, p. aa. What care and atten- 
tion the author has given to reprefcnt the princi- 
■fles oF the French as pwe and virtuous ! How 
juft theoWervat4on of Monf. Mounicr — Dans les- 
quelles on parloit encore de la bonte du peuple, 
ou I'on donnoit le nom d'erreurs ^ des aftions 
d'antropophages. — While revolutions are the end 
in view, the means that have deluged France in 
blood are -but commotions and accidents. How 
congenial with the declaration of another Jacobin 
in England, who prints in the face of day, That 
a revolutien is not dearly earned, though a whole 
■generation perijb in the (onteft, p. 30, 

Q The 
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Thedeieftable rcen£s that have difg^aced France, 
not caufed by the fpiric of reform and FcvolucioD» ' 
but forced on the virtuous French by die mtferablc 
people they have deftroyed.— — iif voat a few fro- 
fifgate emigrants that frovekedy S^c. p. 14.-7/ is 
the refifiance of the rich to the efiablijbmait of li- 
berty, p. 26. — T'reacherQus and incendiary agents 
have prevented the undifiurbed operatim of French 
principles, p. 28. — Whatever may he done in 
France ought not to he afcrihed to the principles or 
rapacity of the people, hut to the exigency of the 
times, p. 35. — The awful confif cation of property ^ 
not occaftontd by a d^tre to plunder proper^, hut by 
the folly, weaknefs, or witkednefs of tbofe vjho have 
faffered, p. :i6. 

Who can read thefe bafe calumnies on the mi- 
ferable and innocent fufferers in that kingdom, 
without feeling fuch fentiments delivered in cold 
blood to be almoft as attrocious as the perpetration 
itfelf, by tlie vultures and harpies of reform. 

Property not violated in France — T^he Due de 
Pentbievre a direSf notorious proof that the pro- 
perty of an eminent nobleman is net violated, p-'34* 
French horrors move widi fo rapid a progreli, 
that the panegyrics of the revoIutiOQ have had in 
every period of it litde fecurity, that thofe fafts 
which 
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Which feemed to fupport diem while writing, wouU 
befriend them whik printing ; or that what pafled 
uncontd^ from the piefs, would not flip from 
beneath them before publication. In like man- 
ner who can avoid fmiling at the confidence 
manifefted in the following pafiages of another 
apolf^ft of the French revolution? " The Na- 
tional Aflembiy of France have aceomplilfaed 
their great work— —the labours of its man- 
bers are terminated. They hare proved true to 
their tnifts and to their oaths. The conltitudon 
is finiflied ; and it can only be altered by a new 
affembly chofen by the people at large for that ex- 
prefs purpofe." The French confiiiulion, with Re- 
marks, by B-. FloweTy 8vo, p. 8. — " The French 
monarch is no no longer furroundcd by a nation 
of flaves, but a nation of friends. He is no longo* 
ormented by an infolcnt ariftocracy. He is unittd 
to his people by the clofeft ties, and his felicity ia 
infqiar^ly conne&ed with theirs." ib. p. 214. 
Thus it is in the prefent infl^ce — the only cafe 
this writer could produce which feemed to mark a 
fingle great eftate unleized, makes no longer fpr 
his argument. What did he fay to that inftance 
within one week after fae publiflied it ! Buf this 
author fpeaks very eooly, and with a fort of appro- 
batiqn of thefe feizures, by remarking, that they 

do not amount to an agrarian laW. Should the 

Q^3 government 
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govirhmnCl felie a part of the effeBs of this vfeaWsy, 
that will mi givt reajon to ixfeSt an a^ariaa lawi 
p. 25. — It is an impqfturt not to notice the de- 
cree that made thefropojal of ah agrarian liitb detffk, 
P- 35- 

Such cxprcflions, after the profligate attScki 
that have been made on property in that king- 
dom, are, it moll be confelTed, amufing. Fafts 
m the knowledge of every one form the bcft 
reply. Mbnf. Briffot is much more 'dlrtdid; 
" TKcifc kre men, wTio f6r the perpcm^iofh of 
their own power, finding it neceffary to perpetuate 
diforders, have divided Ibciety into two clafTeS}. 
thofe who have fomething, and thofe who hav^ 
nothings ihs/ant culottes and the Men ef property, 
who have excited one bf thefe claffes sgainft the 
other; <vho, in order to ruin the latter clafs, wailtecl 
to have an army compofed exclnfivcly of pcribni 
all of the former clafs, and paid cempulforily by iht 
latrcr, and this army has been decreed." Brijfoi, 

p. 22-. . 

. He makes the grand intention ofthcFrcnct to be 
the felicity of the human fpecies. the ohje^s ef the 
French pecple, the efiahlipment of the liberties^ tht 
peace dnd the happinejs vf mankind are good. Peace 
•and Reform p. 23, ButunfortonMclycheyhavebttefl 
impedod . 
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impeded in the operations of iheir philanthropy by 
their enemies — ^be Duke of Brtffi/ivick's menifejlo 
produced the loth ef Ji(gi^, the lejs ef Longwy the- 
ad of SepietpkeTt the war with Epglaiid d^reyed 
the King, and 'if taking of Vakncienpei arid Toulo? 
ofcajeited t^f 4f^tb of t^e ^een^ p, 27. It is pity 
the writer did iiqc e^ctend this chain of caufe and 
effcft, and fliew us how one yidory of the Auf- 
tri^iij Qcc^toned the rq>f pactie; caft op the reyo- 
lutionary tribunal for attending to forms pf Juftice 
in their trials of ariftocratcs; and that another ad- 
vantage gained by the PrulTians fhould meliorate 
the fyftem of jurifprudence, by direfting the judges 
tp pronounce fentence of death as foon as the jury 
declared themfelves fatisfied, and without waiting 
fpr the prifoners defence. Such improvements in 
the pra<Sic;c of courts pf juftice, ought to arifc 
from the attacks of foreigners, or the progigfcy of 
emigrants; and certainly fuch a humane ufe of un- 
Jiinited power caonpt f^il of proving t^ writer's 
{jpfition. that thje oi^t^t 9^ tl>e French is jEbJf^y 
the happinejs of matiki^! Jufl: fuch jifitipnal feli- 
city may be expcfted in this kingdom, when our 
jeformers, whofe operatipDs are at preient in a fub- 
ferrancan parage, Aall have power to gjvc u« in 
full praftice the ble01pgs of their theories. 

** Enquiry pervades the nation with thejwiftnefs 
ifwild^re^andwillfStiovGyi at present taking 

Q^ A 3UBTIR- 
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A 8UBTER.RAMEAN PASSAGE, itt dejpi^t of eucry 
effort to prevent it, iurfi forih with a terrible ex- 
flefiottf when and -where it is leafi exfeUed," Torke't 
Rea/oH urged agaiitfi Precedent, p. 51. And this 
explolion is to come we are told by another^ when 
the prijons let forth their captives to ornament and 
bene^t mankind, p. 56. Who can doubt the 
amiflblencfs of fuch ornaments ? or the humanity 
and juftice that would flow from fuch luminaries 
of legillation ? 

Thus alfo the author of Peate and Refomirr-. 
f' Reform will be made with indignation and ven- 
geance*," 

" In the fanguinary volumes," fays another, 
** of European jurifprudence, we can trace much 
law but little jufticef.*' 

" The deluded commonalty ought to determine 
on fame immediate change^— had they managed for 
themfelves they would have been happy ju''' 

*' The dens of lions and nurferies of tigers, do 
not furnifti fuch frightful inflances of cruelty and 
havoclcj as the hiftories of kings and prieftsS." 

• P. tsi. 

■j- ?.tafim VTgtdegainfi fruttttnt, by Henry Ywk*, p. 10. 
tP.ii. I P. 19. 
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•* The French have rulhcd at once into liberty, 
and exhibit a brilliant aurora to an albnifhed 
world*." 

Who can doubt that all theTc opinions Bow from 
the fame fource, and tend to the fainc end?— 
A Convention in 'England. 
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WHATEVER rcprefcntation took place, in 
antient times, was of property, never of 
pcrfons. " The fupreme power in the myccl- 
gemotes, orfolkmotc • (p. I7i.)> was ever lodged 
in the colleflive body of the free PROPRiETOfis 
OF LAND," fays Dr. Squire, afterwards Bilhop of 
St. David's, in his Inquiry into the EngUfl} Con- 
fiitutim. " The Wittenagemote, compofed of the 
King's companions, or Thanes, the governors of 
counties, biftiops, and dignified clci^ymen of large 
property. 3. ** Without five hides of land, a 
ceorl could not be put upon the rank of a King's 
Thane." U, " A hide of land from 500 to 6oQ 
»crcs." jyjww, vol, i. p. 203. * 

NOTHING can be more falfe, tlian the notion 
of fome writers, that the tyranny found in 
.En^and, after the conqueft was introduced by the 
^ormansi for it appears by Doomfday Book, 
tWt England was full of villains and bondmen in 

• fimrj! maktt ibi folkmott the county coun. Vol. iii. p. J49. 

the 
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tiie litne of Edward the Confefibr. Central Pref, 
to Brady's id Vol, 

THE laft, and periiaps the bcft, of our hifto-- 
riaiis (Henry), unites wirfi all other uopre- 
jodiced mcHj — ^^ As foon as 'any of the ceoHs 
acquired j(vf bides of land, with a ckfrcb, a Ml- 
bouje, and manor place, they were declared thanes 
or nobles, and members of the ■vrittenagcmote. 
This qualification was gradually railed, till, in the 
reign of Edward the Confcffor,^ it was fixed at 
forty hides." (Vol. iii. p. 37 1 . Witkins' Le^er 
. Saxon, p. 70, 71. Htfieria Elicnfis, cap. 40.) 
Though great cffiins have been made to pravci 
that the ceorls, or fmall propricton of land, were 
fpprefentcd in the wittenagemotc, bythdr tithing- 
men, or borlholders, ; and the inhabitants of trad- 
ing towns, by their aldermen or portrecres; it 
muft be confefled, that of this there is not fuf- 
ficient hiftoric evidence remaining (Tyrrel Intred, 
p. 95. Squire, 244.). It is, however highlv pro- 
b^le, diat many ceorls and bmgeflcs, who dwelt 
in or near die place tritere a wittenagemoK -was 
held, attended it as interefted fp^dators, and inti- 
mating their fatisfaAion, with its refolresi by Ihouts 
of applaufe. On Ibme great occafions, when there 
Was an uncommon concoorfe of fuch fpcfbtors, 
their preface and approbation is recorded in IticK 
terais as thcfe ** emnique populo audientt et vidente 
(and 
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(uid all the pebplc hearing and looking on) alior- 
trnque Jidelium irjimta multitudo qui omnes lauja-^ 
verunt (and a prodigious crowd of other people 
who all applauded) they frequently aflembling in 
the open air, in Some extenfive plun." (Spelmau 
Concilf p. 6aj. 350. }hnry.) The circumftancc 
of the great body of mechanics, artizansi and la- - 
bourers being flaves, if there were no other point 
to refer to, ought alone to decide the queftion : how 
Ihoutd the people be reprefented when the people 
were flaves ? That they were fo, fee Henry, vol, iii. 
8vo, p-jjo, 323. 

DR. BRADY hath taken the pains to collet:, 
all the accounts given in old chronicles of 
the great councils or parUamenti of this nation, in 
the Saxon times, and hath fhewn very clearly, 
that the common people, or inhabitants of burghs, 
never had deputies in any of them, nor were they 
in a proper condition of freedom to be capable of 
choofing rcprcfentatives tp fit infuch an aflembly. 
Sir Henry Spdman, after carefully examining intOk 
the conftitution of' an hundred parliaments, held 
frwn the Norman conqueft to the 49th of Henry 
III. pronounces, that the boroughs never were 
reprefented in any. Sir W. Dugdale, and all other - 
judicious and unprejudiced writers, verfed in the 
diction of the times, and in the antiquities of thpir 
country, agree with hiip in this opinion- Qr/<, 
voLii. p. ZST. 

IF 
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IF in the long' period of two hundred years, which 
etapfed between the conqueft and the latter 
end of Henry HI. and which abounded in fa£HonSj 
revolutions, and convuifiqns of all kinds> the 
Houfe of Commons never performed one fingle Icf 
giOative a£l, fo confiderAble . as to, be oiice men- 
tioned by any of (he numerous hiftorians of that 
9ge, they muit have beeq totally infignificant : 
and> in that cafe, what reafon can be afligned foi 
their ever being aflembled ? Can it be fuppofcd ' 
that men of fo Uttlc weight or importance pof- 
feiTed a negative voice againft the King and the 
barons ? Every page of the fubfequent hjftories, 
difcovers their exiftencei though thefe hiftori« 
are not writ with greater accuracy than the pre- 
ceding ones, and indeed fcarcely equal them in 
that particular. The Magna Charta of King 
John provides, that no fcutage or aid Ihall be im- 
pofed, either on the land or towns, but by the 
conlent of the great council ; and for more fecuri- 
ty, it enumerates the perfons entituled to a feat in 
that council, the prelates, and immediate tenants 
of the Crown, without any mention of the Com- 
mons: an authority lb full, certain, and explicit^ 
that nothing but the zeal of party could ever have 
procured credit to any contrary hypotbffis. Hurntt 
'vol. ii. p. 1 1 9. In oppofiuon to fuch authorities, 
Lord LJttelton is fo zealous as to rely on a peti^ 
tign frt>m St, Alban*s, which implies 9 preceding 
righti 
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right; yethehithfelf confefltfs that it contains two 
grofe falfehoods. A pretty Houfe of Commons, 
vihoCe eKiftencc is to be proved by the implication 
c^a few words in a lying petition : and this in the 
teeth of Magna Chatta ! ! 

THE firft fummons of burgciTcs to parliament 
(except in the 49th of Henry III.) was in 
«he 23d of Edward I. " To clear this point be- 
yond alldoubt or cavil,'we may look back to the 
i8th of this King, and fee what the ftiie of parlia- 
ment was. In that year there is a bundle of writs 
direfted to the flieriffs, to chufc two or three 
knights, but no citizens or burgeltes. ' This par- 
liament gave the King a 15th of all their move- 
ables. The tide pf the grant is, a i j/b granted hy 
the arcbhiJhopSi bifltops, abhots, priors, earls, he- 
rons, and all ethers of the kingdom, omnes alios 
BE RecMO. This is the very fame ftile that was 
tjfed in the reigns of King John and Henry III. 
before the commons or community of counties 
•*«« reprefented \^ knights chofefl by them. 
Omww alioi de regno vere therefoce the military 
tenants in ccfite of the ordinary rzRk."—r-Bradif 
tiifi treati/e of Boroughs, p. a6. and in other p'af- 
dages repeated funilar inftances. It was hardly 
poSlble to produce more decifive proof, that ^efe 
^[pceffions, which ieemed, according to the ideas of 
this age, to include the people, to have really in- 
cluded 
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cladedwhaC ttieil was .efteerfied ^c natkin> viz. 
the nobility—^the' great J«id prt^fietors ; — as to 
what we how mean hy tbe_^eoplef they were not ia 
contempUtion. 

Dr. Brady further proves, by recoPds, that ota 
futnntoning the burgcffes to pariiartienc^ .an aiter*- 
tton 'took place, not only in the writ of Aitnmoe^ 
to finable them to d£t feparately froita the knights, 
but another alfo in the wrk of commifQon, ap- 
pointing cdxon and. coHeftora, by the -addition of 
Et cives, et hurgevjeij tt alHprobi homines de domi-i 
nicis noftris civitatihm tt burgisy ^c. ; by which it 
is clearly proved, that thefe men were different from 
thofe before included hy alii de regno in former 
writs. And :the conchi(k)ns drawn by this great 
antiquary, who has exarfihed the records with an 
unrivalled indaftry, are not founded on a few fcat- 
tcred inftances, but on an immenfe fcries of ex- 
amples, fufScient to force theaflent of all butfucb 
as are Voluntarily hoodwinked. 

RUFFHEAD iays, that Brady Wrote with an 
illiberal view but with great Isdming and 
dtutenejs •. What his views were is nothing to the 
purpofe, as he founds his opinion every where or ' 
the authwity of unqueftionable records, which be 
qiiotes, and none have detefbud him of unfairnefs.: 

• Pref- Sfal. It large, wl, i. p. w. 

but 



UiglizLobvCoOgIC 



( 2J» ) 

but th^re is otie pafl*^ in which RulFhead him^ 
felf gives up the qucffiion. " The a5th of Ed-i 
vaid I. which conAnns Magna Charta, fayst that 
it was made by the cemmett ajent of all the realm j 
and the \^tb of Edward III. /peaks more firongly^ 
/bat Magna Cbarta vas made par le Rot, fes piers fc? 
la eemmmalte de la terre, and the judgment cftb^e 
early timet is more to he rtgarded than tbe partial eon- 
ftruSion of modern interpreters." This is decifive 
of the queftion; for it proves, kf tbe judgment of 
Sbo/e early times, that the expreffionsj tbe ceaman 
ejfent of idly wd the commonalty of tbe landy meant 
to dcTcribe thofe who realty made Magna Charta ; 
and that great record tells us us exprefsly and mi- 
nutely who made it, viz. the prelates and imme- 
diate tenants of the Crown, without any mention 
of the Commons, or the .infcrtion of exprelliona 
that might, by implication, include them. This < 
fhews therefore, with a clearnefs that leaves no- 
thing to doubt, that the expreflions fo weakly re- 
lied on, populorum totius regni — populo^-gentz de 
eommune, 6?r, 6?f. mean, in reality, what, in thofe 
barbarous times, was confidered as all the people, 
the whole commonalty of the realm; that is to 
fay, land poffcffors holding by military tenure ; all 
beneath were of no more account, in great natiortal 
aflTemblies, than the cows, fheep, and hogs of the^ 
kingdom. While the defpodfm of the Srewarti 
was attacking the liberties of the kingdom, there 
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was a merit in faking for the origin of bur liber- 
ties in high antiquity^ and to give chem all the 
luftre flowing from that or from any other circuni- 
fiance; but the queftion Is now on another 
ground: the Jacobin fpirit, more accurfed dian 
Stewart principles, now threatens our freedonr from 
the oppofiie quarter j and the friends of that free- 
dcHii ought to repel the unworthy deCgn with every 
weapon that every age can furnifh. 

IN- antient times^ and at the firft inflitution of 
reprefentatives for counties, none had any vote 
in the eteftion of knights, - but fuch as owed fuit 
to the county court, i. e. fuch as held immedi- 
ately of the. Crown J for all that held lands of 
mefne lords, owed fuit and fervice to their lord's 
courts. What omtributed to the alteration of the 
conftitution in this rcTpeft, was a Ihameful indo- 
lence in country gentlemen, who procured pri- 
vileges, allowing them to appear by proxy ; and 
it was one of Simon de Montfort's ways, of en- 
g^ng the favour of the gentry, by makii^ fuch 
privileges general. The proxies deputed by the 
gendanen, were generally fome of their own- free- 
holders, who, by this means attending at county 
courts (though not in their own rig^t), cwne, in 
proccfs of time, to be put on Juries,, &c. It 
doth not appear, however, that thefe freeholders, 
under mefne lord;, ever had a Qiare in the eke- 

tion 
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4ianitfnt, in . the ift of 3enry IV, j and.thenoc 
-arofe t&e gnevous coftiplatncs, .made by the cam- 
-znont. in pafUament, bf mlrageous mttd txcej^vt maa- 
fhtrs df pteph freiending'a right lo atteadeleftioiM.* 
Henry IV. thinking (hcfe inferior fretfaolders 
convenient for his purpofc, eftablifliedthcp fight 
of voting by an- aft in his 7th year : this tB, 
the firft of its kind that was eyern:iade: -the rights 
of eleftors having" ever fubfifted on prefcription, 
.pafltfd in the fame fclfion, wherein, h^- a ltkeia>' 
vclty, he took upon him to alter the courfe.cf 
•iuccefllon and defcent of the Crowiit as if a new 
modelling of parliaments was necellary to fiipport 
his ufurpation. C«r/^, vol. ii. p. 699. What then 
becdmcs of a modern reformer's ioneeption, that 
the ftatute of the 8th of Henry VI. out off" the 
rights if -nineteen in twenty of the fetple; inftead 
of a cutting oF^ it was an extenfion in mattir 
of right. 

THE origin of knights of the flitre is thusiherm 
by Carte (fee alfo vol, ii. p. 250.), to have 
-been ariftocratical — -a mere method, by reprefcn- 
tation, of eafing the lefler barons in their appear- 
ance in the great council— thofe who had a right " 
to choofe had a right to fit in pcrfon, but craved 

• Stat. I Hen. VI. C. 7. j pen. IV. c. i}. S Hen. VI. c. ^.^ 
i»Ilta. Vic. 1, 

die 
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■ the exemption; it was a feries of alujes\ contrary 
to the original purity of the confiitutlsn, that gave 

- this right of eleftion, 6rft to men not holding hy 
noble tenurcj and then to 40s. voters. I have 
read, with attention, Lord-Littelton'^ moft im- 
fatisfaftory endeavours to prove rhecohtrary (Life 
of King Henry II, Vol. iii.), which Mr. Hume 
puts down with his ufual cafe and perfpicuity, 
Hift. vol. ii. p. 509. 

Modem writen, who love fyftem better than 
, truth, have been fond of fuppofing the expreffion 
free mettt to have had, in anrient times, a Hgnifica- 
tibn fimilar to the acccptaricn at preferit — but Dr. 
Brady fliews in the cleareft manner, from records 
the infinite difference, and that Uheri homines were 
tenants in capte-, who had villains under them, of 
whofe eftatcs they had partly the difpofal. Animad. 
4m font Ang. fades nova. p. 221. 

The more remotely this buHnels is examined, 
the more decifively every thing in our government 
traces back to the Crown, and to an ariftocracy 
created by the Crown*. Where is your priginal 

■ Ma/ 6, 179], in th* debate on Mr. Giey'i motion for a par- 
liamentary refoirm, Mr. Erlkine thus expreflcd himTelfi "all tD* 
privileges vfhich we now poAeffed had bten won for ui by the com- 
mons} allour libertie»had been wreftej by them from the Crown.'- 
Siar, May 7. The honourable m«nbcv Ipiew oof hiftpry to^ well 
to iook for a Houfe of Commoni among the Sxxonii 

R PURI- 
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PURITY ? Iii the woods of Germwy ?— - 
The purity of the conftitution, in a period 
when the Cominons> though fummoned to parlia- 
ment, were fo infignificaiit, that their aiTent, a^ 
Ruffhead ob&rves, was not, for a long time, held 
effential to tbc enadting of laws : when they wefe 
even omitted by the fiierifFs at pleafure* ; when 
the King made laws of his own authority t j and 
at other times, in the writ of fummons, cxprefely 
named the reprefentatives which the flierifFs were 
to retumj : when the Conmions were not fo much 
as named — the cafe of moft <^ the antienc Ita- 
tutes§} and long after their eftablifhment, their 
alTenc was fo far from being indifputably eftab- 
liihed in pradlice, that we find it difputed, fays 
Ruffhead, in the moft eflential ppiqts, atid even 

* mjd Edwird I. — No mention is made of knights or burgelTee, 
ia the ijd Edward I. m. t. dorjbi nor in a7th Edwwti I, m. tj- 
4hrfi>. We And the lilce omiQion in fcvcrat other inftancei. Is 
one fummons of the ajd Edwai'd I. the barons only are mentioned* 
See liLewile the Commons' petition, ijth Edward JU. CetUn'l 
ji/i^- n. ij. Alfe sch Richard It. Stat. t. c. 4. 

t "oth Ed#ard 11. Stat, of Graveitt — It it frvmied hj tur 
iM-d the King a»d tii jaJlUet, QTr. •n-iftcai any mentian if Lard) tr 
kmmasas. Tial laiot, in ibefi tarlj times, litre made iy ibifcU aw 
therrtj 0/ ife K'mg, 'wUhsul tit ateeurreace 0/ eery ether legiflatii/t 
hraiub, ij further evident Jrom tbi MimirJei yujtiftj; the author of 
nuhich complaim, " that Brdiiumcts twe ti^j made iff tht fiiag and hit 
tlerti ; aud b^ alifni aad elhtrt, who dart Mat tftradiS the Eing" 
kuffhtad Prtf. Slat. .' ' ' ' 

t See CI. i's. Ed. lE[.ni. x. Dorf. ^ ^affiead: 

over- 
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ftva--ruled *. The inftances which, that writer 
produces arc too nanierous to quote here. There, 
is no inquiry into their right j but I demand what 
was the purity ef the eonftitution in thofe periods, 
. that could admit the poffibility of fuch"irregu!ar#^ 
ties ? Yet thefe are the periods to which our 
faftious reformers fend us back to fearch for the 
principles, the fpiric, and the original purity which 
is wanted in the reign of George III. !!! , 

IN ill difputes on the origin of a branch of the 
l^iflature in any country, where there is a 
queftion ttfits cxiftence, its being a queftion aj all 
is prima facie, a ftrong argument againft fuch ex- 

* jt Sdward ni.~ An impolition I^id wichoui the conrest of 
the Commons i and (h^ faijie King, in hia lift yeir, claimej tbe 
right of doing fo \a cafes of great necelTily. Eot, Pari, jifi Ed- 
■ward lit. nu. ij- In the firft year of Richard II. money was 
laifcd without ftlFent of Parliament. - MaHnx. As k proof ihtat 
ads were ofcen palTcd without the concurrence or. afTent of the 
Commons, we .find, in 6th of Richnul 11. an afl made in the lall 
parliiment revoked ; and the caufe afligned is, becaufe the fiid fta- 
■ tute WM never affenied to, nor granted by the Commons. It is " 
obtrvable, nevertbslefa, thar the aft of the 6th Richard II. w^s 
never printed, as. Lord Coke altures us ; and the fiatute of the 5tli( 
thottgb fapd 'oiit^tui Iht ajfeni of the Cmmoni, was, as it is Taid, 
put in execution, and centinued in force, till it wu repealed by 
ift Edward VI. c. ii. and- ilt Gliiabcth, c. i. See Rcl. Pari. 
6\\\ Richard II. riM. 11. And Calieit Abridg. p. ■}$*• Where tlicie 
are feveral inftancM of afts palTed without the aSent of (he Com- 
mons. See alfo the extraordinary difference of afli, as iliey faffed 
the Ccminon^, and as they became laws on the ftatuie rolls. 

" -R a jftence. 
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- iftence^ aod diercfore [be onus proiandu ought to 

■ be on thofe who prcfume it. It would be an utter - 
^furdity to make any (jueftioi) of the exigence Qf 

. an ariftocratical wittenagemote, before the Con> 
queft, or^f a Houfe of Barons after it; their ex- 
iftence is palpable in every page of the hiftorians, 
^d after the Ho6fe of Commons was really in- 

^ ftitutcd, the cyiftence of that alfo was manifeft m 
legiflativc aAs. But to pretend to a legiflature 
incog, is a farce; if it effectively exifU, it muft 
fliew itfelf in a.thoufanddllFerent ways, and npc 
-want to \>t dragged from th^ lurl;ing hqlp of dark 
cxprcflions iji old mufty charters, fome tranjlate4, 
the originals loft, and others proved to be for- 

. geries. The attempt thus to prove the exiftencc of 
a legiflature . is 4piie, without looking further, a 
Ib-on^ fufpicion, that it had no exiftence. .It is 
worthy only of Lord Littelton, vho tranflates the 
exprefllon, omnes de regWt in an age pf .feudal bar- 
barifm, by the whole commonalty of the realm, he 

. might as well haye included the fv^ine as the meq 

" who drove them, for they were in thqt age of as 
much account : it is like his making the expref- 
0ons principeSf /atrap^f,optimateSt magnates, pro- 
ctres, mean the people* : by thqs tdfturing words 
from 



♦ *} TI|e ifoi'lhtm nation*, who wtre perpetually !d armt, put 
k higheftceni upou military valour; and^ to diftinguilh the inili- 
,t>^ fr^iq Ti'Iaio^ called ihoJe noblemen, or Icuightt, who nbblj 

dti«DiIc4 
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from that meaning, which holds of the charader 
and manners of an age, fuch wriurs deduce « 
what ? Not fome trifling point, which might ea- 
fily, from its nature, have been clear or confufed 
- — but the exiftence of a Houfe of Commons ! 1 ! 
And our reformers are very glad to join them, in 
order to Ihew the original purifjf of the eenfiitutioni 
flouriihing amidfl; the rapin, blood,- and deadt 
that followed the footfteps of tartar barons ; amidfl: ' 
the barbarity of feudal monarchs, and enflaved 
villains ; fccnes of mifery, to which the people of 
England are now bid, by the vile tongue of Ja' 
bin fadion, to look back to with eyes of envy and 
r^ret! 

IN a pamphlet, called the Pe^le't Barrier, it is 
faid that the Commons were rcprcfemed in the 
parliaments of die Saxons, and diis is taken from 
the works of the Rev. Samuel Johnfon : his Effi^ 
concerning Parliaments at a certainty now lies be- 
fore me, and there you find much of Saxon par- 
liaments, but without one word of proof that they 

defended, fce."— ■ -f^ Thii being the true baronage of England, 
. jl it DO WMKler tl^t ihey were called ntbiUt; ihe MO.i-r EUtHlMT 
among them nutgita/ei, friacifei, praeirei; ind fo numeroat, that 
they were cfteemed MHltilmla infinita." It i* fufficientlf plain, tbal 
' dU autbor considered all thele esprefGon* a* ddcriptlTc, not imljr 
oTBOUIity, but alfo of the mafi tmntnt of the nobiliij i and will 
any refonner except againft the authoriij ?>■ i that of AlgcnoK 
Sdncjt Warki, p. ^f. 

R 3 wer* 
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irere fo compofed : thofe parliaments were mcfely 
asiftecr^ical, and the iexprelSons, in the mirrar of 
jitfiicr, much of which wis written in Edward the 
Second's time (aad therefore no Saxon anthority)> 
convey no decerminate idea ; Le Ret ajmbler hs ■ 
comixes ; again, le commun t^eut de Roy &? it Jes 
cotfHfes — now for the cxplsmation — cotaiitei and 
countest mean counties, counties mean free-men^ 
free-men mean the mob — ergo^ all the world were 
reprefented under die Saxons ; vecy well deduced.- 
Mr. Samuel J<^nfon : 'this is dl he offers for 
Saxon times — the next word he jun^s to Edward 
the Firll : but. be would afterwards make ouc> that 
a Saxon folkmote was a parliament, yet he cx- 
prefsly lays, / do not really knoiv what tbatfdk- 
»w/« jV (p. 18.7). H-c admits, however, that Sir 
Henry Spc^an's is-'< the learnedeft ghsflaiV that- 
ever was writ;" and that learned andquary is di-;^ 
redly againft him, and proves that a folkmote 
was not a witteiugemote ; and how the corona- . 
tion oath of Richard the Second is direSl proof, will . 
puzzle a plain man to difcover. Let the reader 
confulc Mr. Hume's firft appendix, and various 
paffages in Dr. Henry, and the authefities cited^ 
he will there fee the utter fol!y and adfurdity of 
looking for the Commons in the wittenagemotc or ■ 
for the ptople, not frccholsJers, in the county and 
hundred court. 

The 
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■ The queftiori whether parliaments were annual; 
liat been -as much mift^en: Bladcftone (a fa-: 
vouiitc authority with many reformers), faysj " noc ■ 
tbu the" King is, or ever was obliged, by thefc 
ancient it^xites, to tall a new parliament every 
year, but only to pcnnit a Farliament,to fit anna-' 
rilyl" Tfac above-quoted Johnfon, has a chapter 

/to Ihewi that they were held ^i/i <iW_/V^; but 
all he iays amounts to no more than an inquiry intd 
who (hould bear their cxpences, if they fat longef 
than forty days ? For he fays expref&Iyj that tbt 

• IfiureaJoH tf abrupt diffatuthn wasy that their fit- 
ting'y after the givm timt, mufi be at tht Kittys 
ckarge; Which, in one word; explains the realbnof 
fy many new patliaments, and completely over- 
turns tiie whole argument of tiie chapter. 

Whcri the Boufe of Commwis, in Charies the 
Firft's i^ign^ gave in the Petition of Right, what 
might be called a hiftory of their own importance 
in the legiflaturci and began with the fl-atute of Ed- 
ward the Fiijft, to Ihew that the confent of knights 
Mid burgeffes was neceffary to the levy of a tax— 
u it pofliWe to conceive that they *duld not have 
'gone farther b^ck, had they been able to do it 
Upon unqueitioned authority ? 

But to drop all Teferericej and to rcafon on the 

conrparativc ftate of fociety in the time of the 

R 4 Anglo- 
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Anglo-Saxons and the prefcnt age— ah' obfervation 
very obvious is, that the power of the ariftocracjr; 
which admitted fuch men as HaroJd, Godwin; 
Leofric, Siward, Morcar, Edwin, Edric, and Al- 
fric, moft have been {o great, that whatever infti- 
tutions could throw a weight into the fcaie of the 
people, were a right and ncceffarycounterpoife:— 
after the Conqucft the Crown was omnipotent j the- 
fame maxim heldi but after the people became 
predominant, brought their king to the fcaf6ild,_ 
and trampled on the peerage— after liberty Became 
firmly fixed, and the crown was left abfolutely at 
the mercy of the Commons for every Ihilling of 
its revenue— is it for fuch an age to look back to - 
periods fo totally different; and to call for render- 
ing fuch a popular government ftill more popuki^ 
becaufe thofe laws (fuppofing their exiftencc) were 
good -Sod years ago ! ! Every principle, not of 
politics only, but of common fenfe, muft be.glveh 
to the winds before fuch reafoning can be admitted. 
This fpirit of faaion fays, give us our anticnt laws, 
our antient rights-^have not the Crown and the 
nobility an equal right to reply '—grasled—taie . 
tbcm—iul rtjliri le us wbut wt at Iht Jam tint 
t'PStd. Like true tyrants (and no fpirit of ty- 
ranny matches the republican) they buy their pof- 
fcflions, and then, keeping the purchafe, demand 
back the price. Do you urge, in reply, the ma- 
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fifiy of the people ? — The majefty of the jiwJ C«-». 
Uttes I Go to France. ' ' 

If any one doubts what our reformers rea'ly 
look for, let him rcfleft on a paffage in the Peaflt'i 
•Barrier i the author is contending for univerfal 
fuf&age in the ekdion of reprefentatives— '* By 
the word reprefentatives, I by no means intend xa. 
deny or derogate from the right of the Commons at 
Idrgtj for that the original power and ai^ioiity 
refide in them, is implied in the very word itfelf." 
Here reprefcntation is cut up by the roots, in the 
very language of the tiibunes in the National Con- 
vention ; — the conftitution contended for is proc- - 
felTed xa be mob and anarchy ! ! 

" Had a Houfc of Commons, freely chofen hy 
all the people cxiftcd, could Charles have been 9 ■ 
tyrant, Cromwell a protcdor, or King William 
have fufpended the bzbeas corpusj &c. &c. V 
People's Barrier. Anfwer : Such a Houfe of 
Commons exifts in France, and has caufed enor- 
mities fit only for republicans. The experiment 
is tried; and 25 millions of people ruined, the 
refuli. 

/ bold it, fays Blackftone, Jufficient that it_ is ge- 
nerally agreed, that in the main the tonjiitution. of 
Parliament, as it new Jiands, was marked out ft 

long 



D,qU,L'db;-G00g\Q 



( ^$0 ) 

Itnxt^t at the ijtbof'KingJebKy J.t). liij.w 
ibe great charter, wherein be framijet tajamndn mH 
arcbbijbeps, biJbopSy abbots, earls, and greater barons 
per/imaiifi and ail ether tenants in chief nxder ibe 
Cnn/tftf by tbejheriff. This is vhim£ical ; — to rdcr 
to M^gna Charta to prove the conflitudon then to 
be. in the main as it nov flands, while it afibrds 
the anft polidve proof of the direft contrary; itSi, 
and even Id the very wofds here, qiioted. 'fbe ta- 
natits m.cbief un^r tbt Cr*wn were a part of the 
ariftoqracy ; here JB an csprefs exclufion of every 
eleiDentftry atom tliac coi^ form a l^ujie of Cw»- 
moHS, in the words from which the folfe dalu6twn 
13 mack) that in the main the conAitucion was the 
fame as at prefenc— if fo, Venice aad the Gdri&as 
arc under fimilar govcroments. 

There is another palTii^ In that cdebrated Jawr 
yer, which, in my humble opinion, deferves a 

xeconfideration. " The two houics naturally 

drawing in two direftioiis of oppofite intercfl:, and 
-the prerogative in another ftill diSerent frcmi them 
■both, they mutually keep each other from exceed- 
ing rireir proper limits — ^like three diftioft powers 
in mechanics, they jointly impel . the macfune.of 
government, in a diredion different from vhat 
■cither, afting by themftlves, would "have done; 
but at the faine time in a diiet^taon partaking of 
«ach and formed out of alti a (UrcAiQa witich 
conftitutcs 
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coflftttutes the One line of the liberty and liapt»-- 
nefs of the comrtiunity." _ 1 do not conceive that 
this is either xht tl\cory<or the pfaftice of our con- 
ftitution.-^-Three diftinft powers in mechanics, 
a£ting equally tti toocrary diredions> would 'arreft. 
^1 motion and the machine would ftand ftjll, 
which is not the cafe. The theory feems to be 
one preponderating pciwef, abfcdutely ovflr<Joming 
the two oppoflte ones, and having them, both ac 
its mercy ; thefe in conftant danger uaitc for felf 
defence : this is the Houfeof Commons on paper, 
in theory : ■ but in prai£tice the Cfowti by infiHenee, 
ifi onion with the influence of the L<ords> and with 
diat of hdD<^ men, in the aflembly idclf, gei^y. 
perfuades a»d befeeches, as well as it can> the 
Commons to ufe thU eoonnous power widi mode- 
ration *. It has fomctunes happened that this 
could not be doncj at fuch moments the IcKlers 
<^ that Houfc have contented themfdves with 
feizing the adminiftration of the executive power, 
without attacking the power itfelfi but fuispde 

• The author of 'tbi Patriot has written very ablj" on influence ; 
but I do not view it attogether-in (he fime light as that well in- 
formed -writer, who conlHlers it as a proper coBlikuent pan of a 
fyftemof freedom i on the contrary, to me it feems to be, in the Brr-, 
tilh conftilulioD, a coneftive iii prafltce of a bad theoryj and I 
Jbould Ik apt to conEder its neceflity as a defeA in (he plan of our 
giTcrnnienc, thus effeflivetj' fupplied. It would, tiovrereri probably 
be found, in chi) inilancc, aa in fo oAey othefs, that a grcatn 
degree of peife&Ion than what we now enjoy would be, if noi ideal, 
at loaft aHended with eyik net in contemplatian at prefent. 

fuch 
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fuch an altercation was made in ele^ioiis, iri repte-- • 
fentarion, in the duration of parlianients, as gave 
fbe people fuch a power over thofc leaders as to 
force an attack on the executive itfelf, iAftead of 
its adminiftraiion — what would be the tonft- 
quence ? It is fufficientiy clear, to the moft care- 
Icfs obfcrver, that the conftitution would be level- 
led in the duft — the Houfe of Commons, afting by 
the impulfe of the lowcft of the people, would be 
irrefiftible — the Crown and the Lords would fink 
together. With a good and a popular King, fuch 
things «re unlikely, but whst b a conftitution good 
for that depends on the perpetual cxiftence of what 
is not to be looked for in the continued duration of 
many centuries ? Suppofe a weak and unpopular 
King. Do not diefe confiderations give us fome 
reafon for queftioning' the juftice of the learned 
judges* dcfcription ? Do they not rather lead us 
to believe that the theory of our conftitution is 
really bad ; that the praftice is the beft part of it, 
and that to which we arc ceally indebted for what- 
ever we enjoy ? There are men who tell us, that 
9 virtuous Houfe of Commons, though at the 
command of the people would aft virtubufty; — 
this refolves itfelf into a dependence on the virtue 
of a mob — the men who wilh to place us in this 
dependence, muft either be fools, who fee not the 
danger, or rogues that know it well, and therefore 
ire camcft to involve us : but at all events tTiefe 
ideas. 
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ideas, of I know not what mechanical contradic- 
tions and counter conftitucional powers are appa- 
rently erroneous, and therefore ought to be well 
confidcred before they are acquiefced in. 

DR. TUCKER gives a reafon of very great 
weight againft any rcprefentation on grounds 
of equality of any kind. In fuch a rcprefentation, 
London would have an loo members at Icaft, and 
always on the fpot, Treattfe on Civil Gevernmenf, 
p. 258. What' a novice in politics rriuft he be, 
who does not fee the infinite evils that would re- 
fulc — ^and this under a general fyftcm, that gave 
more importance to mobs than they have at pre- 
fent ! What infatuation ! One hundred London 
members backed by a London mob : a very amuf- 
ing idea. 

THE able and eloquent Count de L-ally To- 
lendal, in his fecond letter to Mr. Burke, 
contends, that it was necejfary to give the double 
rcprefentation to the titrs. Let any perfon read 
his ftate of the kingdom, p. 15, and then aflf, if 
more powerful — more decifive rcafbns could pof- 
fibly be brought againft that mcafure f For if the 
mob were dragging parliaments in the kennel, for 
demanding ancient forms, what had a politician 
reafon to expert from making that mob omnipo- 
tetit ! ! Charles V, Guftavi)s, and the Barons of 
England 
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Enf^mA(p. i;.)* koeir bow to Iteep ttie popular 
ponj wittun bounds — bm did Loou XVI. ? Vr'^s 
tm perfooal character, iriucfa had rdued cvoy 
ina of govaiunoii^ to be oTcrkidced in fuch a 
qnritioo ? Widi the govcminent in fucb bands, 
wbac fecuriiy ^jzi^ tbc thnx honfcs coming to- 
gether i Seeing thpc had been pfcccdcnu cvca 
ibrchat? 

THE point of rel!gi<Hi, pelituaify confidatd, is 
a gfcat and arduous queftion, which demands 
talents, fully to examine and arrange, greater per- 
iapi than any other branch of kg^iladoo. The 
ablell men of the age, ieem rather to ffdit on this 
rock than to efcape it. When I read in a trad, a 
iromplunt of the author, that, ietaiiff ^ 'IjeBs ip 
particular rrligieus tenets^ be but been reprfffittrd as 
an enairj of order and of government ; and in the 
£tme trad meet widi die aflertion, that, the rrco- 
'htion of the lotb ef Auguji vjas a haffy andne- 
teffarj completion of that of the t^tb of Juijy I fee 
an inftance which affords a proof of this. The 
)at«r fentiment makes one's blood run cold, for it 
implies more than it profefles. Freezing with its 
€Sfe&, I turned haftijy to the end of the work, to 
fee if it was not explained (as die publication tc»^ 
p!ace after the death of the King) in a .chapter,of 
additions and corrections ; bat no fuch matter. 
The queftion comes furely with force ; is fuch a 

man 
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fnan nprtkbtgd as an enetny of government,' on 
account of his religiout teneij. Of on account of his 
political ofijtions ? 

When fuch fentinwnta afc abroad, and even 
gloried in, and found moft wonderfully connedled, 
one knows not liow, with religious tenets, infinitciy 
difficult becomes the bufinefs, I will not fay of 
toleration, but of the whok fyftem of Icgiflaiion, 
fo far a> ic conneAs with religion. Would you 
have a unitarian take a feat on die bench of 
bilhops? Religious reafons have not yet been 
given why he Hiould not. But would you have 
A man there who publicly declares, that the re- 
volution of the loth of Auguft was a happy one? 
No; moft afluredly. Hence then, in the repeal of 
tcfts and fubfcriptions, are they to be confidcred 
as levelled againft heterodox doctrines of religion i 
or, as political fecurities, that the power and emo- 
luments of the church fliall be lodged with men 
whofe opinions do not tend to the utter deftruftioi^ 
of our admirable conftitution IN STATE? And 
further, if there are any particular fc(5ts of religion, 
, whofe profcflbrs are generally tindhired with re- 
publicanifm and Jacobinifm, wil| any man erf" ctwn- 
mon fenfe fuppofe the non repeal of ^elts and rc- 
ftriftions perfiftcd in merely on religjoMS motives ? 

IfliaU, 
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I (hall, from this fearful epoch of the French 
rev(^ucion, have many doubts in political maxims, 
which have been very, generally fubfcribed to for 
thefe lall twenty years; and, among others, on the 
qucftion of toleration, for thefe ceuntries in m&tcb 
it has net hen either the law or policy ef the ftate. 
The tolerating fpirit of the old government of 
France was one of the chief engines of its deftruc- 
tion; and Ihould the nobleft fyftem of government 
the world ever faw — that of Britain — receive a 
mcHtal wound — that wound will have its origin in 
the fame caufe. Were I a Spanifli minifter, -I 
might advife my maftcr to regulate the inquifirion ( 
but I would not advife him to aboHih it—tbanhs 
to Jaeohinifm. 



THE END. 
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5o Arthur Touwc, EJ^-, Brad/eUfhU, mar Bury. 

Cr»««o»^-4r<:A»-, MarcIilS, 1793. > 

S I R, 

I AM defind hy the Cootnuttee to ooaimuniCate to you 
theinclofcdRcfoiutions, which dicy came tolaft night. 
It is their wifli, not only to pay the tribute they thinic due 
to lb excellent a performance, but to call the attention of 
&e public to a worlc which cwnot £iil of majcing great im- 
preffion en all who read it. 

I join moft heartily in the fentiments of the Commitr 
Cee ; and I hope the ftep diey have taken will be approved 

J>y you. 

I have the honour to be, 

SIR, 

yplir miA tFt>eimjit> and very humble fervan^ 

JOHN REEVES, Chairman, 



QrvwH mtid Anchr, Match 11^, 179). 
4A a Meeting ofiht General Cammittety thh Dajf 

RESOLVEC, 

THAT the thanks of this Committee ba given to 
Arthur Young, £fq; for his excellent Pamphlet, inti- 
tuled, "■ Tie Example tf. France a Warning to Britain '." iij 
which he has fuccelsfully oppofed the teftimony of fa£ls and 
experience to the hazardous fpcculationt of vifionary the{)- 
rifts in matters qf goveri^ment, 

RZSOLV^D, 

That the fa>d fcfQlutiofi be inlerted in the ncwTpapsrs. 
S 
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J> Aktbor Yookc, Efq, 

miftrd^ April?, i?9j, 

I AM AtivnA by Ae Committee of the Aflbciation of 
Loyal Intiabitsnts (A the Hundred tA Babergh, to tranf- 
mit to you the following EeToludon : 

* That the beft and moft cordial thanks of the Com-i 
mittee be given to Arthur Yooho, Efq; for his ex, 
cellent Pamphlet fo particularly ufeful at this crilis, inti- 
tuled, " Tbt Exati^U of France a Warning ie Britain i'* 
and that die Secretary be requeued to communicate them*. 
by a letter addrefled to him at BradHeld-Hall." 

I leel the greatefl fatisraSion in (ending you the above 
refoludon, becaufe it afibrds me an opportunity trf' inform- 
ing you, that it^ pal&d not merely with unanimity, but 
with the flrongeft expreffions of approbation and applaule. 
permit me to add my acknowledgments for the pleafure 
and 1nftru£lion I have received from a publicadon, ^hich, 
while it gives you a jufl claim to the cfleem, refpe^ an4 
gratitude of every friend to the conftitution, will, as its 
next beft reward, fubje^t you to the cenfure and calumny 
(^ all the enemies to order and good ^vcriiment. 

] am, Tcry refpe^lfully. 

Sir, your moft bumble fervant, 

CHAKES EDWARD STEWART, 
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HMneHall, Suffelk, April i6, ty^j. 

As Chairnlan of the Loy^l AHociation of tiie hiln^rcdi 
of Ho;tne and Hardincre^ I have the honour to 
tranTiniC lo you the Warmeft thanks of die Committee,, 
which met laft Thmfday at Eye, for your incomparable 
Pamplet, intituled, ** The ExampU af Pranee a ff^aming 
te Briiaim'* And I beg leave to add my own in particu- 
iar, fat the fingulat fatis^tflion I have experienced from 
the penifal of diat publication^ 

' I am, Siri 

Your mefi obedient humble feiyant, 

THO. MAYNARD. 
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^0 Artbor Youhc, EJq. 

HaJUigiy May 8, 179J. 

SIR, 

I AM dcGrcd b^ tlie Committee of the AJibciation. f»r 
the Hundred of Cosford, and vicinity of Hadleigb, to 
tranfmit to you the following Rcfolution, which was this 
day pafled unanimoufly : 

" RESOtVSD, 
THAT the (ineere and earneft thanks of this Com- 
mittee be given to Arthur Youno> Efq^ for his ad- 
mirable publication^ intituled, " Tht Example ef France 
a Jfarning ta Britain ;"— « work which Ibould be txea- 
fured in the mind of every Englilbman, who wilbcs not 
to fee the foundations of order and good government over- 
turned, and the comely edifice of our envied conftttudo^ 
eret^ted on thofc foundations, tumbled into ruins." 

Allow me to add ^e fatislafUon I hare individually re- 
crived from the perufal of the foregoing pamphlet, which 
~^fo ably fupports its point, by the moft unanfwerable of aH 
teftlmony, hSts and experience. An abftra£t of itcannet 
tkil of being generally ufeftiU 

I am with much efteem, 

Sir, your very ^thful humble fervan^ 

G. WATSON; 
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1'a Ajlthuh Tocng/ ^. 

MaU/am-ii, Suffolk^ June lo, tj^}. 
SIR, 

I Have the honour, as Secretary Co the Loyal Aflbci". 
zUon of the Hundred of Blythikc, to tnnfmit you 
a copy of a vote of thaaks, which palled at the laft 
meeting of our Committee, for your late puUication — 
** The ExamfU of France b Warning U Britain." And I 
xannot help taking the- liberty of adding my own, as an 
individual, for the obligation you have c6nferred upon die 
Public, by placing the Queftion in fo dear a point of 
view. I am. Sir, 

With the greatefi rcTpc^ 

Your moft obedient humble lervan^ 

P. JERMYN- 



BLYTHING LOYAL ASSOCIATION. 

j6 a Meeting af iht Commtltei of ibis J^ciaiien, held by 
a^iummettt at the Three Tuntj in YoXFORD, en Wei- 
nejdof the lid dtef tf May^ I793j 
RKSOLTED UKANIMOUSLY, 

THAT Che thanks of this Computtee be given to 
Arthur Young, Efq. for his late judicious publication, 
intituled, " Tbt Example of France a Warmug ta Bri- 
tain i" and that a copy of this refolution be tranfmitted 
to htm by the Secretary. 

By the Committee, 

P. JERMYN, Secretary. 
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tt Arthbr Toono, j^i 

Rtd-Hiu/et Suffvlk, June % ijg^. ' 
SIRi 

IMIforry I have not been fooner able to tranfmit W 
you the Thanks of the Bo9M£RZ And ClatsoH, and 
Stov AffiKiadon, fiw your very totcellent work, ■* The 
BxampU of France « fFarmitg tt Briiain^'* as voted on , 
ToeClay kft. Permit me to iSart you, that no AW mortf 
iwartily joial in the vote of approbaticHi dian^ 

Vour tibedient humble Iclvan^ 

MILESON EDGAft. 



HUNDREDS OF BOSMERE AND CLaVDON, 
AND STOW ASSOCIATION. 

At a Meeting of the Cammit*** ef thit jiffoeiatUt^ held hj 
adjaumment at the King's Head Inn, in NzbdHau-' 
MARtrr, thii 4Sb dmj ^ Juiit, (793, 

MILESON EDGAR, ££]. in die Cbur. 

RESOLVED, 
THAT the- thanks of this Society he trtnfmittcd hy 
the Chairman to Arthur Yowo, Efq. tor his excellent 
worti^ intituled, " fht ExempU ef Bramt a fVamii^ w 
Britabt." . 

By order of the Committee^ - 

JOHN MARRIOTT, Secretary. 



Uigliz^dbyGpOgle 



WOODBRIDGE DIVISION ASSOCIATION. 

Jk a Jl^eting of the CemmitUt efthe ahcve Jfficiathn^ held 
ft fhe Sbire-Hallj thit j^h daj cf Junej 1793, 

P. B. BROKE, Efq. Chairman ; 

;T was UHANIMOU3LY KZSOLVFD, 

THAT die thanks of this Aflbciation be given to Ar> 
TBUR Yourio, Efq. for his moft excellent pamph- 
let, intituled, « Tht Example af France a Warning ta Bri- 
tain ;" wherein the miferies and diHrefs brought up<»i that 
nation, the cruehics 2nd opprelEons pra£Hfed upsn indi- 
viduals by miftalcen philolbphy, and the deceitful doctrines 
pf Liberty and Equality, arc, by fa£U that chill humanity 
tq^Fh horror, inconteftibly proved and confirmed. 

J. S YE Jl, M. D, Secretary. 
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